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Introduction



About the Eduqas course

During this course you must study two components (each carrying a weighting of 50 per cent):


	•  Component 1: Studies in Depth
This is in two parts and consists of:


	•  A British Depth Study

	•  A non-British Depth Study



	•  Component 2: Studies in Breadth
This is in two parts and consists of:


	•  A Period Study

	•  A Thematic Study, which includes the study of a historical site




Assessment

These studies will be assessed through four examination papers:


	•  Component 1 consists of a two-hour examination split into two papers – one hour on the British Depth Study and one hour on the non-British Depth Study.
Each study is assessed by compulsory questions focusing on the analysis and evaluation of historical sources and interpretations. There are also questions testing second-order historical concepts such as continuity, change, consequence, significance, similarity and difference.


	•  Component 2 consists of a two-hour examination split into two papers – 45 minutes on the Period Study and one hour 15 minutes on the Thematic Study.
Each study is assessed by five compulsory questions on the Period Study paper and seven compulsory questions on the Thematic Study paper. The main focus is on second-order historical concepts but there is also some testing of source analysis and evaluation skills.





About the book

This book covers the option 2B The Development of Germany, 1919–1991 which is a Period Study and is part of Component 2. The book is divided into seven chapters:

1 Weimar Germany

This chapter examines the key question: How successful was the Weimar government in dealing with Germany’s problems between 1919 and 1933? It explains the impact of the First World War and the Treaty of Versailles on Germany, opposition to the Weimar government, as well as economic and political reform under Stresemann and improved foreign relations.

2 The rise of the Nazi Party and its consolidation of power between 1933 and 1934

This chapter examines the key question: How did the Nazis take total control of Germany by 1934? It examines reasons for increasing support for the Nazis, how Hitler became Chancellor, the steps taken to make Germany a dictatorship and the creation of the police state.

3 Life under the Nazis

This chapter examines the key question: How were the lives of the German people affected by Nazi rule between 1933 and 1939? This includes control of the economy and of workers, the treatment of women, the importance of children and their education, as well as the treatment of Jewish people up to 1939.

4 Life during the Second World War

This chapter examines the key question: Why did life change for the German people during the Second World War? It explains how conditions on the Home Front changed, opposition to the Nazis, the treatment of Jewish people from 1939 and the impact of defeat on Germany.

5 West and East Germany between 1949 and 1991

This chapter examines the key question: Why were conditions in West and East Germany different after 1949? and includes the division of Germany, economic recovery in the west, control and repression in the east and the separation of Germany by 1961.

6 Cold War relations

This chapter examines the key question: How did relations between the two Germanies change between 1949 and 1991? It examines the emergence of the two Germanies, the Berlin Blockade and Airlift, the significance of the Berlin Wall, military alliances, as well as Willy Brandt and the development of Ostpolitik.

7 Co-operation and reconciliation

This chapter examines the key question: What factors led to the reunification of Germany in 1990? It explains the collapse of communism in eastern Europe, the role of Chancellor Helmut Kohl, the end of the Cold War, the fall of the Berlin Wall and the reunification of Germany.



Features

Each chapter of this book:


	•  contains activities – some develop the historical skills you will need, others are exam-style questions that give you the opportunity to practise exam skills

	•  refers you to step-by-step guidance, worked examples and advice on how to answer particular question types in the Period Study paper

	•  defines key terms and highlights glossary terms in bold and colour the first time they appear.





Eduqas examination

Below is a set of exam-style questions (without the sources). You will be given step-by-step guidance at the end of the book on how best to approach and answer these types of questions.
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Component 2: Studies in Breadth

Period Study

2B: The Development of Germany, 1919–1991

Time allowed: 45 minutes


	1 Describe the Berlin Blockade and Airlift of 1948–49.
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In Question 1 show your own knowledge of the topic in the question. Include several specific details.
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[5 marks]


	2 How far did the lives of Jewish people change in Germany between 1933 and 1939?
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In Question 2 use your knowledge to reach a supported judgement about the impact and extent of change resulting from a particular event or the contribution of an individual.
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[6 marks]


	3 Germany was greatly weakened by the terms of the Treaty of Versailles after the First World War. Three of the terms were:
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In Question 3 put three factors in the order of their relative importance or significance to the issue in the question. Use specific details from your knowledge to explain why you put the factors in this order.
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	•  The loss of German land

	•  The reduction of Germany’s military strength

	•  The payment of reparations


Arrange the terms of the treaty in order of their significance in weakening Germany after the First World War. Explain your choices.

[9 marks]


	4 Explain why life was so different for East and West Germans after 1949.
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In Question 4 give several reasons to explain the issue or event in the question. Include specific details to support your points.
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[8 marks]


	5 How important was the Reichstag Fire of 1933 in Hitler’s consolidation of power between 1933 and 1934?
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In Question 5 use your knowledge an understanding to analyse, evaluate and reach a judgement on the importance of a key issue alongside side other factors.
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[12 marks]




Total marks for the paper: 40
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