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Introduction


About the Eduqas course

During this course you must study two components (each carrying a weighting of 50 per cent):

Component 1: Studies in Depth

This is in two parts and consists of:


	•  A British Depth Study

	•  A non-British Depth Study



Component 2: Studies in Breadth

This is in two parts and consists of:


	•  A Period Study

	•  A Thematic Study, which includes the study of a historical site



These studies are assessed through four examination papers:

Component 1 consists of a two-hour examination split into two papers – one hour on the British Depth Study and one hour on the non-British Depth Study.

Each study is assessed by compulsory questions focusing on the analysis and evaluation of historical sources and interpretations. There are also questions testing second order historical concepts such as continuity, change, consequence, significance, similarity and difference.

Component 2 consists of a two-hour examination split into two papers – 45 minutes on the Period Study and one hour 15 minutes on the Thematic Study.

Each study is answered by five compulsory questions on the Period Study paper and seven compulsory questions on the Thematic Study paper. The main focus is on second order historical concepts but there is also some testing of source analysis and evaluation skills.

About the book

This book covers the option 1H The USA: A Nation of Contrasts, 1910–1929 which is a non-British Depth Study and is part of Component 1. The book is divided into seven chapters:

1: Immigration

This chapter focuses on the key question: Why did immigration become such a major issue in American society? It examines how the USA moved to restricting immigration and the backlash against immigration seen in the Red Scare, the Palmer Raids and the Sacco and Vanzetti case.

2: Religion and race

This chapter focuses on the key question: Was America a country of religious and racial intolerance during this period? It examines the influence of religious fundamentalism in the USA, the poor treatment of Native Americans and racism towards black Americans through segregation and the violence of the Ku Klux Klan.

3: Crime and corruption

This chapter focuses on the key question: Was the 1920s a decade of organised crime and corruption? It examines the organised crime of gangsters like Al Capone that grew up in response to the prohibition of alcohol, as well as the political corruption of the Teapot Dome scandal.

4: Economic boom

This chapter focuses on the key question: What were the causes of the economic boom experienced in the 1920s? It examines the USA’s economic advantages, the boost to the economy provided by the First World War and the reasons for the consumer boom made possible by mass production and hire purchase.

5: The end of prosperity

This chapter focuses on the key question: What factors led to the end of prosperity in 1929? It examines how the economic boom of the 1920s came to an end because of over-production and falling consumer demand, as well as the panic-selling of stocks and shares and immediate economic impact of the Wall Street Crash.

6: Popular entertainment

This chapter focuses on the key question: How did popular entertainment develop during this period? It examines the popularity of cinema and developments in the movie industry, as well as looking at the impact of jazz, dancing and the radio on popular entertainment, and the growth of a speakeasy culture.

7: The role of women

This chapter focuses on the key question: How did the lifestyle and status of women change during this period? It examines the role of women before and during the First World War, as well as looking at how jazz culture and feminism influenced flapper fashions and lifestyle in the 1920s.

Features

Each chapter in this book:


	•  contains activities – some develop the historical skills you will need, others are exam-style questions that give you the opportunity to practise exam skills

	•  refers you to step-by-step guidance, model answers and advice on how to answer particular question types in the non-British Depth Study paper.

	•  highlights key terms in bold and colour the first time they appear in each chapter. They are all defined in the Glossary on pages 75–6.



Eduqas examination

Below is a set of exam-style questions (without the sources). You will be given step-by-step guidance at the end of the book on how best to approach and answer these types of questions.
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Component 1: Studies In Depth

Non-British Studies In Depth

1H: The USA: A Nation of Contrasts, 1910–1929

Time allowed: 1 hour


	1  Use Source A and your own knowledge to describe popular entertainment in the 1920s.
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In Question 1 you have to use a historical source and your knowledge to describe the key feature in the question.
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[5 marks]


	2  What was the purpose of Source B?
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In Question 2 you have to use your knowledge to analyse and evaluate a historical source to explain why it was made.
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[8 marks]



	3  Do the interpretations support the view that prohibition was unpopular because of the increase in organised crime?
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In Question 3 you have to use your knowledge to help explain why two interpretations by historians have different opinions about the same issue. You will need to analyse and evaluate the content, authorship and audience of each interpretation, in order to reach a judgement about the extent of support they provide for the view.
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[10 marks]



	4  Which of the sources is more useful to an historian studying the issue of immigration to the USA during the period 1910–1929?
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In Question 4 you have to use your knowledge to provide a judgement about the usefulness of two sources to an historian studying a particular issue. Analyse and evaluate the content and authorship of both sources before reaching your judgement.
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[11 marks]



	5  ‘The Wall Street Crash was caused by a period of boom and speculation that produced huge fortunes for a few.’
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In Question 5 you need to use your knowledge of a historical issue to explain why there are different interpretations of it. Reach your judgement after considering the accuracy and authorship of these different interpretations.
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(From an article called ‘The working class in the Great Depression’, published on a modern website The International Socialist Review.)

To what extent do you agree with this interpretation?

[16 marks & 3 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar]





Total marks for the paper: 53
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