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Introduction


This book follows the Cambridge AS & A Level Law syllabus (9084) from 2023. The text does not assume any previous knowledge, and the law is as we believe it to be in June 2020.


Structure of this book

The Cambridge International AS & A Level Law syllabus is presented in sections. The contents of this book follow the syllabus sequence, with each section the subject of a separate topic:


	1  English legal system

	2  Criminal law

	3  Law of contract

	4  Law of tort.



AS students are only required to study sections 1 and 2; students taking the full A Level need to study all four sections.

Given the subject matter of some of the cases, teachers are advised to use their discretion when discussing with students.



Features of this book

A number of features appear after this introduction, to help students navigate through the book:


	•  A table of cases lists all the cases covered in this book and states where they can be found.

	•  A table of Acts of Parliament lists all the Acts covered in this book and states where they can be found.

	•  A study skills feature provides tips for preparing for your examinations.



Throughout the chapters, you will encounter a variety of features to support your learning journey:


	•  Introductions provide an overview of each chapter.
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Introduction

Law affects many aspects of our lives, yet most people have little understanding of the legal system or their rights. For many, their main awareness comes from media headlines – newspapers, television, radio, internet reports and social-media posts. When the word ‘law’ is mentioned, many people think only of criminal law and the personnel and courts that deal with this type of case. In reality, law covers an enormous range of situations in everyday life, and the legal system in England and Wales has a variety of courts, personnel and methods for dealing with different types of cases.
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	•  Activities test knowledge and understanding.





[image: ]

ACTIVITY

Review the cases on blackmail that you have studied in this chapter.


	1  List examples of menaces and unwarranted demands from those cases.

	2  Do you know of any recent blackmail cases? What were the menaces and unwarranted demands?
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	•  Key facts provide concise overviews of areas of law.





	Key facts



	Type of justice
	Description



	Procedural justice
	Making and implementing decisions according to fair processes



	Corrective justice
	Sometimes known as restorative justice; when the law restores the imbalance that has occurred between two individuals, or between an individual and the state



	Substantive justice
	Where the content of the law itself must be just





	•  Case examples go more deeply into cases relevant to areas of law.
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CASE EXAMPLE

R v Inglis (2010)

The defendant killed her son because she believed she was acting in his best interests and did not want him to suffer any further. She was found guilty of murder. The trial judge imposed a nine-year tariff period, reduced on appeal to five years.

Lord Judge said:


‘Mercy killing is murder. Until Parliament decides otherwise, the law recognises a distinction between the withdrawal of treatment supporting life, which may be lawful, and the active termination of life, which is unlawful.’
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	•  Comment boxes provide further information and opinion on areas of law.
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COMMENT

Evaluation of the law relating to blackmail

A number of criticisms emerge from the law on blackmail. There is no requirement to show that a demand had been made expressly. If a demand is implied, this may be enough to prove blackmail, although such proof could be difficult.
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	•  Internet research boxes provide opportunities to delve further into topics and to check for the latest information. Please note third-party websites and resources referred to in this publication have not been endorsed by Cambridge Assessment International Education.
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Internet research

Look up the Constitutional Reform Act 2005 on www.legislation.gov.uk

What other constitutional changes were introduced by this Act?
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	•  Exam-style questions are included for practice. Please note that there are both exam-style questions written by the authors as well as past paper questions. Those from past exam papers are clearly identified with a reference to the paper from which they have been taken.
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EXAM-STYLE QUESTION

Ahad has no money but wants to buy a present for Dewi. He knows his mother’s credit card details, as he has been permitted to make a few purchases online in the past. Without his mother’s consent, Ahad uses the details online to try to buy a present for Dewi. The transaction is declined because the card is already over its credit limit.

Discuss the liability of Ahad for offences under the Fraud Act 2006.
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	•  Test yourself boxes test how well you can recall information provided in the book.
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TEST YOURSELF


	1  Describe the difference between an adversarial and an inquisitorial legal system.

	2  Assess the relationship between law and morals.

	3  Assess whether justice is always achieved through use of criminal law.



[image: ]





	•  Stretch and challenge boxes offer a chance to consider key issues in more depth and extend your knowledge and understanding of the law.
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STRETCH AND CHALLENGE

Consider whether it is possible to balance the interests of both parties in a nuisance claim.
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	•  Target skills boxes will help to hone the skills you need in your study of Law, in line with the syllabus.
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TARGET SKILLS


	1  Identify the three factors in Caparo Industries plc v Dickman (1990) that are used to decide if a duty of care exists.

	2  Assess whether policy considerations provide justice for both parties.

	3  Consider whether the police should have blanket immunity.
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Key concepts

An important part of the syllabus is the use of key concepts. These are essential ideas, theories, principles or mental tools that help learners develop a deep understanding of their subject and make links between different topics. The following icons appear where key concepts relate to activities.
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	1  Rights, duties and responsibilities, and freedoms
This is about how the law safeguards rights and freedoms, and imposes obligations on how citizens behave.
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	2  Liability
This concerns legal responsibility for actions or omissions.
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	3  Justice, fairness and morality
This is the broad notion of the purpose of law to bring about a state of fairness. This includes how and why laws are enacted and enforced, and how far the civil and criminal law achieve justice through the use of remedies and sentences. This also relates to how morality and the law interlink, and whether changing morality within society is reflected in the law.
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	4  Power and its limits
This is about who has power within society and how this power is regulated. It is also related to power within the legal system.
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	5  Effectiveness and certainty
This is about the aims of law and whether systems and provisions can meet these aims. It also relates to how citizens are aware of their rights and responsibilities to each other and to the state, and what distinguishes certainty in law.

The key concepts and explanations above are reproduced from the syllabus, which can be found on the Cambridge International website.
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