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Exam tips

Advice on key points in the text to help you learn and recall content, avoid pitfalls, and polish your exam technique in order to boost your grade.
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Knowledge check answers


	1  Turn to the back of the book for the Knowledge check answers.
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Knowledge check

Rapid-fire questions throughout the Content Guidance section to check your understanding.
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Summaries


	•  Each core topic is rounded off by a bullet-list summary for quick-check reference of what you need to know.
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Commentary on the questions

Tips on what you need to do to gain full marks.
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Sample student answers

Practise the questions, then look at the student answers that follow.
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Commentary on sample student answers

Read the comments showing how many marks each answer would be awarded in the exam and exactly where marks are gained or lost.
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About this book


The aim of this Student Guide is to prepare you for Edexcel Politics A-level Paper 3, Global politics. This paper comprises a third of the Politics A-level, and all of the topics covered in this guide could be examined in the exam. It is therefore vital that you are familiar and confident with all the material.

The Content Guidance section covers all six topics of the Edexcel A-level specification’s Global Politics component:


	•  Theories of global politics

	•  The state and globalisation

	•  Global governance: political and economic

	•  Global governance: human rights and environmental

	•  Power and developments

	•  Regionalism and the European Union



You should use the Content Guidance to ensure you are familiar with all the key concepts and terms, statistics, issues and arguments. It is also important that you learn a range of relevant examples so that you can quote them in your answers. This will demonstrate that you possess a really detailed understanding of the material and will provide your answers with real conviction. Throughout this section there is a series of Knowledge checks, which you should use to ensure that you fully understand a topic before moving on to the next one. The answers to these Knowledge checks can be found at the end of the guide. The advice in the Exam tips boxes is designed to help you avoid significant common errors made by students, as well as guiding you towards good practice. In order to enjoy and achieve highly in global politics it is important to understand how the different parts of the specification connect together. Synoptic links are provided throughout the book to help you to do this.

The Questions & Answers section is an opportunity to develop your exam technique so that you become conversant with the sorts of exam skills the examiners will reward.

This guide does not provide a full range of examples or go into full detail, so you should use it alongside other resources, such as your class notes, the Global Politics for A-level textbook by Robert Murphy, John Jefferies and Josie Gadsby, and articles in Politics Review (both published by Hodder Education). You should also use a variety of websites — such as those of the BBC, Al Jazeera, Politico, CNN and The Guardian — in order to keep up to date with current news. Global politics is a constantly evolving subject and the more knowledgeable you are about contemporary developments in international relations, the more you will enjoy the subject and the more confident your writing will become.
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