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[image: ]






[image: ]

Knowledge check answers


	1  Turn to the back of the book for the Knowledge check answers.
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	•  Each core topic is rounded off by a bullet-list summary for quick-check reference of what you need to know.
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About this book


The aim of this Student Guide is to prepare students for the Section B: Core political ideas section of Edexcel A-level Politics Component 1, UK Politics, and the Section B: Non-core political ideas section of Edexcel A-level Politics Component 2, UK Government. The other sections of these two exam papers will be covered in a different student guide.

The Content Guidance section covers all the topics largely in the order in which they appear on the Edexcel A-level specification. You are strongly advised to have a copy of the most recent version of the specification to refer to as you go through the topics. There are three ideas in Component 1: Conservatism, Liberalism and Socialism. You will need to cover all of them. For Component 2 you will study one of the following: anarchism, ecologism, feminism, multiculturalism or nationalism.

This guide covers all of these ideas briefly, but you will study only one and it will not be necessary to study any of the others. Each of the ideas is further divided into three subsections. Please note that this book does not cover the Component 2 Non-core political ideas in as much detail as the Component 1 Core political ideas due to space constraints.

You should use the Content Guidance to ensure you are familiar with all the core ideas and principles and the debates and divisions within each ideology. Each idea, with its core principles, different strands and key thinkers, is studied in relation to its beliefs relating to human nature, the state, society and the economy. It is essential that you have a clear understanding of what these four terms mean before you start to analyse their links to each ideology. You should also make sure you are aware of the central arguments developed by each of the named key thinkers and link them to the strands. The focus of all questions is the level of agreement and disagreement within the political idea in regards to a particular area e.g. the economy. There is a series of knowledge check questions (AO1) in this book which act as a guide to some important information which you will need to use when answering essay questions and which will also help to establish detailed knowledge. The answers to these knowledge checks can be found at the end of the guide. Exam tips are designed to help you avoid significant common errors made by students as well as guiding you towards good practice. Key terms definitions and Linked concepts relate to the key terms named in the specification. All the terms in the specification linked to Socialism, Conservatism and Liberalism are covered. For the Component 2 ideologies, only some are covered. The key terms appear in the main body of text within green border lines, top and bottom.

The Questions & Answers section is an opportunity to hone exam technique and to become familiar with the essay skills and structures that examiners are looking for. The essays range in length and quality, and each comes with comments on strengths and weaknesses so that you can use them to develop your essay writing skills. It is not possible to provide sample questions and answers on every aspect of each ideology, and you need to be aware that any parts of the specification could be tested in the examination.

This guide does not go into full detail, so you must use it alongside other resources such as class notes, textbooks such as Political Ideas for A-level and articles in Politics Review magazine (published by Hodder Education).
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