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Knowledge check answers


	1  Turn to the back of the book for the Knowledge check answers.
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About this book


This Student Guide on US and comparative politics will help you to improve your knowledge, understanding and skill in relation to the Edexcel A-level Politics Paper 3. It covers an outline of all the key topic material, an explanation of the key assessment requirements of Paper 3, plus student answers to exam-style questions together with examiner comments.

The Content Guidance section deals with all the topics and all the main areas you need to understand, as outlined in the Edexcel A-level specification. The main topics are: the US Constitution and federalism, US Congress, US presidency, US Supreme Court and civil rights, and US democracy and participation.

You can use this section to familiarise yourself with all the key ideas, arguments and concepts. It also provides you with a range of up-to-date evidence which you can use in your essays. As well as knowing all the key theories and facts, you will also need to be able to both analyse and evaluate key information.

Throughout this section there is a series of Knowledge checks, which you should use to ensure that you fully understand a topic before moving on to the next one. The answers to the questions are at the end of the guide. The advice in the Exam tips boxes is designed to help you avoid significant common errors made by students, as well as guiding you towards good practice. In order to enjoy and achieve, it is important to understand how the different parts of the specification connect together. To help you do this, synoptic links are provided across the US course and comparative links between UK and US politics.

The A-level examination requires you to be able to compare the US and UK systems in specific areas of each topic. This includes both the similarities and the differences between the politics of these two countries. The requirement does not cover all parts of each topic, only those which are specified by the Edexcel examination board. Each topic chapter in this guide has a comparative section, which makes clear what you need to know. Before tackling the comparative sections it is important that you have studied the relevant UK topic beforehand (these are assessed in Papers 1 and 2).

The Questions & Answers section outlines how the exam board will assess your answers. It also provides you with a range of answers of different standards, with examiner-style comments. This will help you to understand what a successful answer requires.

This guide is just that — a concise outline of what you need to know. For more detailed information you can use other A-level politics textbooks such as Pearson Edexcel A level US Government and Politics by Anthony J. Bennett, David Tuck and Simon Lemieux, published by Hodder Education in 2021. You must also be aware of the ever-changing nature of the US and UK political systems and maintain an awareness of developments in current affairs. You can do this online via media outlets such as the Washington Post, New York Times or Politico. In addition, there are some excellent online politics resources aimed at updating A-level politics students. Reading articles from Politics Review or following Twitter feeds such as @LGS_politics can help you to understand the necessary theory and the latest examples.

We hope you enjoy US and comparative politics as much as we do and hope that this book adds to both your appreciation and success in this area.
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