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Introduction



Welcome to BGE History for Second, Third and Fourth Levels


What is history

History is the study of the past, and it’s only natural that we are interested in our human history and what came before us. There are many different types of history – local, national, international, for example – and history which came before writing, which is known as prehistory.

History is important because it gives us a sense of our individual, national and even global identity. We can learn from history, as events in the past may be repeated in the future. Knowledge of past events can help us to cope with new challenges. History also plays an important part in our economy, employing many people in heritage sites, monuments, castles and stately homes which are visited by tourists every year.

Throughout this book, you will learn to think, question and work like a historian. A historian is concerned with the evidence of the past.


	•  What does the evidence tell us?

	•  Where does the evidence come from?

	•  Who wrote/created the evidence?

	•  Does the author influence our view of the evidence?

	•  When was the evidence written/created?

	•  Does the date the source was produced have an influence on what we think of the evidence?

	•  Is this evidence useful to a historian?

	•  In what ways does a historian have to be careful with the evidence of the past?





How to get the most from this book

This book covers the BGE benchmarks for Social Studies: people, past events and societies.

Each stand-alone chapter contains a series of units designed to bring depth and breadth to a particular subject area. Each unit provides exploration of different historical events and periods, while developing your historical skills through a variety of activities and research opportunities.

At the end of the book, you will find a glossary defining all key words.

In the associated Planning and Assessment Pack, teachers will find the following items to accompany each chapter:


	•  a planning sheet outlining the aims of each chapter, dividing each one up into topic ‘units’ comprising a number of lessons, the resources required for each lesson, and the assessment opportunities and associated experiences and outcomes, along with the appropriate benchmarks

	•  extension task worksheets

	•  summative assessments at Second, Third and Fourth Levels with associated marking schemes.
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