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Introduction



How to get the most from this book


About the whole book

This book comprises ten units, each of which contains five lessons called chapters (except for Christianity, which has six chapters). There is also a topic timeline to introduce each unit’s subject area. The book is also available as an interactive Boost eBook for both students and teachers to use.

Further support for teachers is available via Boost, which provides digital planning, teaching, homework and assessment resources, and via the Planning & Assessment Pack (PDF download). To find out more and order, visit www.hoddergibson.co.uk/bge-rme. You and your teacher can also learn more about Boost on the inside back cover.



About the chapters

Each chapter contains:


	•  learning intentions: these tell you what you are going to be learning about

	•  starter tasks: to set your mind working in context

	•  the main body of the lesson, which is divided into parts

	•  end-of-chapter activities: based on that chapter’s topics, to complete your learning

	•  success criteria: these appear throughout to help ground your new knowledge and develop your skills as you complete starter tasks and activities.





About the chapter parts



[image: ]

Activity

Every part starts with an activity to check your own intuitions. Sometimes you will be asked to respond as a class (your teacher will organise this). Sometimes, once you have finished the task on your own, you are invited to compare your answers with those of your classmates.
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Progress check

At the end of each part, there are questions to check your understanding. They will help you progress further.
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For teachers


	•  Boost resources: Every chapter part is supported by one or more corresponding digital resources in Boost. Teachers with a Boost subscription can assign these additional resources to students to reinforce learning and understanding. This symbol indicates when supporting resources are available in Boost.
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About the skills you will develop

In Religious and Moral Education (RME), you need to develop three skills:


	1  Knowledge and understanding: This is when you describe something. The prompt words for knowledge and understanding are ‘describe’, ‘define’, ‘what is’/‘what are’.

	2  Analysis: This is when you look for similarities and differences; consequences and implications. It is also when you put things in categories or explain the meaning of something. Prompt words for analysis are ‘explain’, ‘give reasons’, ‘based on what’.

	3  Evaluation: This is when you pass judgement on arguments and say which one is stronger. Prompt words for evaluations are ‘evaluate’, ‘pass judgement’, ‘decide which’.





About the side margins

In the margin, at the sides of the chapter lessons, you might see:
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Remember! This is to remind you which skills you are developing.
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Key concept

This is an important concept you need to know to fully understand the chapter. Make sure you understand it.
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Readers should be aware that some chapters of this textbook include sensitive content, which may prompt distress in some people. It is the nature of RME to cover topics that will challenge you intellectually, personally and culturally, and expose you to mature and potentially upsetting topics. At times you or your classmates may find these subjects a challenge. We invite you to reflect critically on the various topics and perspectives offered, to allow you to form your own viewpoints, while staying considerate to others who may take a different view, and always staying mindful of intercultural respect.

Any chapters containing such content will show a sensitive content box at the beginning, like the one shown here on the right.
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CAUTION:

SENSITIVE

CONTENT
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About the activities

You will be asked to do certain types of activities throughout this book. Always answer in full sentences. Always give reasons for your answer. These reasons are your arguments. Otherwise your answer doesn’t count. Simply answering ‘yes’ or ‘no’ does not count either.

HINT! provides clues on how to go about the task.

Challenge This is if you feel adventurous and want to do a little bit more.

For some activities, you may be asked to anonymously add personal details about yourself to class surveys. Please only add information if you feel comfortable doing so. If you have any concerns about participation in any of the class activities, please speak to your teacher.

[image: ] indicates the success criteria for some starter tasks, progress checks and activities. Check that you have completed the success criteria as you work through the activities.

Some activities include instructions that you will be asked to follow often. For these, you will be referred to this page, where the success criteria for each activity type are given in the table below.




	Activity type
	Success criteria





	‘Create a matching activity’
	In this activity, you need to have a list of words and their meanings in two separate groups. Put the words in a different order, so that your classmates can match the word to the right meaning. Choose any layout you wish. Send it to ten classmates. Make an answer version to show them the right answers.



	
‘Jumble up a sentence’
	Jumble up one sentence from the lesson, or simply put the words in a different order. Send it to ten classmates to work out the right order.
HINT! You can choose a really long sentence. Put the shortest words first, as that could be really confusing.




	
‘Create a quiz’
	Come up with ten questions based on the subject you have learned about. Provide two, three or four answers per question, of which only one is correct. Send the quiz to ten classmates and, if you wish, your teacher. Make sure you have the answers to your questions.
HINT! Don’t make the wrong answers too obvious.




	‘How far do you agree with the statement …’ or ‘To what extent do you agree with the statement …’
	These are evaluation questions. Read the question carefully. Present arguments for ‘agree’ and ‘disagree’. Then judge which ones are stronger, separately or altogether. Write a conclusion in which you state your opinion clearly.



	‘Make your own vocabulary’
	Find words in the lesson you are not sure about. Research their meaning and write them in a dedicated vocabulary. You can use apps to make word searches and crosswords using those words. Send them to ten classmates.



	‘Organise a debate’
	Elect two teams, one for, the other against the issue/topic. Each team should come up with three arguments supporting their motion. Teams take turns to present one argument at a time. Present the arguments, starting from the weakest and finishing with the strongest. In the end, the class audience will vote to decide which team was more persuasive.
Challenge Assess the speakers’ presentation skills.




	‘Create a presentation’
	You can use PowerPoint or any other app. Include information about the issues, statistics, pictures and a short video clip. Make sure it grabs the attention of the audience. Speak clearly when you present it.



	Create a digital book
	You can use any app available on your digital device for creating books. Include a title, your name, illustrations and/or text on every page.



	‘Write a short story’
	A piece of creative writing or flash fiction on a given topic.



	‘Bullet-point a part of the lesson’
	Read the text carefully and find the most important sentence in each paragraph. Write it as a bullet point in your notes.



	‘Make an information poster’
	Include a large-lettered heading with at least three pieces of information about the topic and some illustrations.



	‘Write a leaflet’
	Create a leaflet to persuade somebody about your opinion. Include a description of the issue, your opinion and at least three reasons why people should agree with your opinion.



	‘Code a sentence’
	Choose one sentence from the lesson and code it by using the alphabet: A = 1, B = 2, C = 3, D = 4 and so on. For example, RME would look like [18,13,5].
Challenge Have a go at creating your own key to the code.






Finally, there are free-to-download, online PDFs provided at www.hoddergibson.co.uk/bge-rme-extras, containing a glossary to further your understanding, and answers to progress check and activity questions found throughout this textbook.







Unit 1 Judaism
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In the past

Judaism is the world’s oldest monotheistic religion (a religion which believes there is only one God), dating back nearly 4000 years.
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Timeline

1813BCE Abraham was born. God chose Abraham to be the father of Isaac, the founder of the Jewish people. These people would be special to God, as well as an example of holiness to others around the world. Isaac’s son Jacob would have 12 sons, who would create the 12 tribes of Israel.

1280BCE Moses led the Jewish people in their exodus from Egypt.
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970BCE The First Temple was built by King Solomon in Jerusalem. The Ark of the Covenant containing the Ten Commandments was kept there. Several hundred years later, the temple was destroyed by the Babylonians.

920BCE Israel was split into two kingdoms. When King Solomon died, the northern tribes revolted and the land was split into two: the kingdom of Israel in the north and the kingdom of Judah in the south.

722BCE The Assyrians conquered Israel and forced the Israelite tribes to resettle in other parts of the empire. The scattering of the tribes was the beginning of the Jewish diaspora (the Jewish people living away from Israel), which characterises much of Jewish history.
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Symbol
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The six-pointed Star of David is also known as the Shield of David, or Magen David. Judaism didn’t always have an official symbol. It is possible that the Star of David came in via medieval Arabic literature. It became widely used in the nineteenth century and is on the Israeli flag.
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66BCE The Jewish people revolted against Roman rule. The revolt culminated in a siege of Jerusalem. In 70CE the Romans destroyed the Second Temple. After the second revolt in 132CE, the Jewish people were banned from Jerusalem.

1096 In the first of the Crusades – a series of medieval holy wars involving Christians and Muslims – thousands of Jewish people were killed. This launched centuries of antisemitism in Europe.
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1492 Spain’s rulers issued a royal edict declaring that all Jewish people who refused to convert to Christianity would be expelled from the country. About 200,000 people were exiled and tens of thousands died trying to reach safety.

1935 The Nuremberg Laws were passed, officially eroding Jewish rights in Germany. This marked the beginning of a longer period of Jewish persecution in Germany, culminating in the Holocaust of World War II. During this period, over six million Jewish people were systematically murdered by the Nazis.
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1948 The state of Israel was created. The United Nations voted to partition Palestine between the Jewish people and the Arabs. Between 1948 and 1951, almost 700,000 Jewish people immigrated to Israel, causing tension between the Jewish and Arab people. The main reason was that the Jewish people returned to the land they regarded as theirs historically, whereas the Arabs had been living there for centuries after the Jewish people were exiled.
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And now …

There are about 14.6 million Jewish people worldwide. Most of them live in the United States of America and Israel. Traditionally, a person is considered Jewish if their mother is Jewish. Types of Judaism include:


	•  Orthodox Judaism: Orthodox Jewish people strictly observe the traditional Jewish laws and rituals. For instance, on the Sabbath, people can’ft drive, work or handle money.

	•  Hassidic Judaism (Hasidism): Although closely linked with Orthodox Judaism, Hasidism holds several different values to traditional Judaism. For example, a belief in a mystical experience with God, which can be achieved through direct communion and prayer.

	•  Reform Judaism: It values the ethical traditions of Judaism over strict following of the Jewish laws. Followers see the progressive ideas and find ways to adapt them. Most of them live in the United States.

	•  Conservative Judaism: This form is somewhere between Orthodox and Reform Judaism. Typically, conservative Jewish people honour the traditions of Judaism while allowing for some modernisation.

	•  Humanist Judaism: Rabbi Sherwin Wine founded this denomination of Judaism in 1963. Humanistic Jewish people celebrate Jewish history and culture without focusing on God.
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