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Introduction


Agriculture affects our lives in many important ways. We depend on agriculture for basic necessities like food, shelter, clothing and housing, as well as for industry and trade, employment, recreation and a healthy environment.

Agricultural science, as an applied science, provides you with the opportunity to use knowledge gained in all sciences, e.g. biology, chemistry and physics, to engage in a range of activities, from planting crops and rearing animals in your own backyard garden to learning how to integrate new technology into all agricultural activities, so as to be more effective and productive. Using new technology can range from using new hybrids in poultry production to setting up a greenhouse or shade house in your backyard.

Agricultural science also includes other disciplines such as geography, business studies, accounts and economics, as you will realise when you do topics on soils, farm accounting and management, and market trends.


About the series

Book 2 of Agricultural Science A course for secondary schools in the Caribbean: Third Edition is the second in a three-part series. It provides updated content relevant to current agricultural science syllabi in the Caribbean. In addition, it emphasises the use of technology in agriculture with the inclusion of information on new technology and exercises to encourage the use of educational technology.

This series is written primarily for lower secondary, but the content will also be useful as you move on to higher level studies or as you start your own agribusiness. It is also useful to agricultural entrepreneurs and anyone interested in agriculture.



Key features of the book

Each chapter has a summary of key objectives at the beginning and a ‘What have I learnt?’ section at the end. These will help you focus on the core content but will hopefully also spark your curiosity to learn more about the various topics.


	•  Career corner, Consider this, full colour diagrams and pictures help bring the subject alive and aid understanding while also being great stimuli for further discussion and research.

	•  Technology-based activities help you to develop practical and research skills, which will set the groundwork for further studies in this subject and the development of assessable skills.

	•  Food for thought, Did you know?, Tips, Case studies, Projects and sample projects support the development of critical thinking and problem-solving skills.

	•  Each book has a glossary to help with key vocabulary development.

	•  The index at the back of each book helps you to find a topic quickly.



We hope that this series will make agricultural science more relevant and interesting to you and that it inspires you to become more active in Caribbean agriculture and, by extension, global agriculture.
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