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Introduction


Cambridge Checkpoint Lower Secondary English Student’s Book 8 is the second in a series of three books designed to cover the Cambridge Lower Secondary English curriculum framework.

This Student’s Book will build on the key skills and types of texts you met in Stage 7, building up your vocabulary, diving deeper into a range of texts and writers, and providing lots of opportunities to practise and consolidate your English skills through a range of group work and individual activities.

We hope the work you do in this book will be enjoyable and challenging, whether it sets you up for further study in English or provides valuable practice for your use of English in everyday situations.

You will cover a range of activities to practise your reading, writing, speaking and listening skills.

Each chapter also contains key skills sections which home in on a specific topic. Some of these may be revision activities, such as revisiting grammar or sentence types, but some may introduce newer areas of learning such as creating a distinctive diary entry. The texts and activities become more challenging as you work through each book to match your growing understanding of English.

You will find a variety of genres in the reading texts, drawn from a range of cultures, geographical locations and authorial voices. There should be something interesting here for everybody and you may find new styles of writing you haven’t encountered before!

We hope you enjoy the exercises and activities in this book alongside your studies of Cambridge Lower Secondary English. Ask for help if you need it but try hard first. Studying English stretches and develops your skill set and it can be very rewarding!





How to use this book


The chapter opener pages give you a snapshot of all the exciting reading, writing, speaking and listening skills you will practise in the chapter, along with the key skill(s) you will focus on, and introduce the new topic with a discussion.
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Activity

These boxes allow you to explore and practise skills in pairs or groups.
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EXERCISE

These boxes allow you to practise and consolidate skills on your own.
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Author, poet or playwright

These boxes provide extra information about the creators of texts. This is often useful when a text has been created in a particular social, historical or political context.
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KEY WORDS

These boxes explain all the literary and grammar terms. The key words are repeated in the glossary pages at the back of the book for easy revision.
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[image: ] LET’S TALK

These activities offer opportunities to discuss the content in pairs, groups or as a class.
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Spelling

These boxes encourage you to think about the spelling rules and patterns you have learned in previous stages.
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These boxes ask questions for you to think about as you read through the texts. You may prefer to try answering these on your second or third reading or after attempting the activities or extracts.
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Spotlight on

These boxes ask you to think about specific aspects of the text, such as purpose, audience, historical context and theme.
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WORD ATTACK SKILLS

These boxes ask you to look at vocabulary and language in context. This includes working out the meaning of unfamiliar words, looking at a writer’s choice of language and discussing linguistic and literary techniques.
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HINT

These boxes guide you to think about specific things.
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The Reviewing section at the end of each chapter lets you evaluate the texts you have read, suggests similar or contrasting texts for further reading and asks you to reflect on your learning in the chapter.
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This means that there is a listening activity. All audio is available to download for free from www.hoddereducation.com/cambridgeextras
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EXTENSION

These are more demanding tasks or tasks that help you to practise a wider range of skills.
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GLOSSARY

This box gives you the meaning of any words from the text that may be new or challenging.
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Do you remember?

Find a quick reminder about things you should already have learned in these features.
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DID YOU KNOW?

Discover interesting facts in these boxes.
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The reading cycle


Follow these three steps to read actively:


	1  Before reading
It may sound silly to prepare your brain to read a text, but knowing what the text type or genre is and what subject you are reading about helps you to comprehend what you read and to make connections to past learning and/or experiences.


	•  Look for clues about the text type or genre.

	•  Read the title and subtitle to find out what the text is about.

	•  Use skimming and scanning techniques to look for:

	•  the layout of the text

	•  heading levels and/or numbering of headings or subheadings

	•  emphasis given through the use of different colours, key words, italics or bold

	•  artwork, illustrations and/or photographs and their captions

	•  graphics and graphs, diagrams, charts or maps

	•  key words or specific details.






	2  During reading
These activities will help you to analyse the structure and language features in more detail.


	•  Use the Word Attack Skills boxes to work out the meaning of words using contextual clues, the word families they are from, the morphology or root of the words.

	•  Ask questions while you read. Use the questions that appear alongside the texts.

	•  Make notes of main and supporting ideas.

	•  Visualise what is being described (particularly in descriptive writing).

	•  Pay attention to the way the creator of the text has used language and grammar to enhance the meaning in texts and to create effects.




	3  After reading
These activities will help you to understand the meaning of the text.


	•  Think about the purpose and audience of the text. What was it supposed to do? Who was it written for?

	•  Evaluate the impact of the text on you. What is your opinion of the text?

	•  Evaluate and discuss different interpretations of the text.

	•  Think about texts that are similar to, or contrast with, the text.

	•  Exercise critical language awareness:

	•  Distinguish between facts and opinions.

	•  Compare direct (explicit) and implied (implicit) information and meaning.

	•  Determine the social, political and cultural background of texts.

	•  Identify emotive and manipulative language such as stereotyping and bias.
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The writing cycle



	1  Generate ideas by brainstorming, writing your ideas on paper or talking with others or doing research. Think about:

	•  your audience – who will read your work? Who is your text for?

	•  the intended purpose of your writing – is it to entertain, inform, persuade or a combination of those things?

	•  the writing features you will use to suit the text type or genre.




	2  Organise your ideas by planning your writing.

	•  Use different planning methods to shape your ideas, such as a mind map, a storyboard or an online template.




	3  Write a draft. Think about:

	•  the tone and register (formal or informal) you should use (see page 74)

	•  developing distinctive voices for your characters.




	4  Revise your draft. Think about:

	•  the types of sentences you could use: simple, compound (page 16) or, complex (page 16) sentences and using different types of sentences to avoid monotony

	•  the range of punctuation you could use: colons (page 5), semi-colons (page 5) or dashes (page 5)

	•  using appropriate connectives or beginning sentences with interesting connectives (page 16)

	•  the range of language you could use to make your writing more interesting, such as using better adjectives or adverbs (page 83).




	5  Edit your writing.

	•  Evaluate your writing by checking your language, grammar, spelling and the structure of your writing.

	•  Ask a partner to read your writing and do the same.

	•  Correct any mistakes.




	6  Proofread your writing.

	•  Rewrite or type your work. Think about different layouts and decide which one will best suit your purpose: handwritten, printed or onscreen.

	•  Read through your work carefully to make sure that you have corrected all your mistakes.




	7  Present your writing.
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