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Get the most from this book


This book will help you revise for the Pearson Edexcel IGCSE History specification. It covers the following options:


Paper 1: Depth Studies


	•  Germany: development of dictatorship, 1918–45

	•  A world divided: superpower relations, 1943–72

	•  A divided union: civil rights in the USA, 1945–74





Paper 2: Section A Historical Investigations


	•  Russia and the Soviet Union, 1905–24

	•  The USA, 1918–41





Paper 2: Section B Breadth Studies


	•  Changes in medicine, c1848–c1948

	•  China: conflict, crisis and change, 1900–89



You can use the revision planner on pages 4 and 5 to plan your revision, topic by topic. Tick each box when you have:


	1  revised and understood a topic

	2  answered the exam practice questions

	3  checked your answers online.



You can also keep track of your revision by ticking off each topic heading throughout the book. Be a scribbler, make notes as you learn. You will need an exercise book for most of the revision tasks, but you can also write in this book.

Tick to track your progress
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Revision tasks

Use these tasks to make sure that you have understood every topic and to help you think about what you are revising. If you do the tasks you will have to use the information in the book. If you use the information you will remember it better. The more you use it, the better you will remember it.
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Exam tips

Throughout the book there are tips that explain how you can boost your final grade.
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Exam practice

Sample exam questions are provided for each topic. Use them to consolidate your revision and practise your exam skills.
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My revision planner


Introduction

Section 1 Depth Studies

1 Germany: development of dictatorship, 1918–45

1.1 The establishment of the Weimar Republic and its early problems

1.2 The recovery of Germany, 1924–29

1.3 The rise of Hitler and the Nazis to January 1933

1.4 Nazi Germany, 1933–39

1.5 Germany and the occupied territories during the Second World War

2 A world divided: superpower relations, 1943–72

2.1 Reasons for the Cold War

2.2 Early developments in the Cold War, 1945–49

2.3 The Cold War in the 1950s

2.4 Three crises: Berlin, Cuba and Czechoslovakia

2.5 The Thaw and moves towards Détente, 1963–72

3 A divided union: civil rights in the USA, 1945–74

3.1 The Red Scare and McCarthyism

3.2 Civil rights in the 1950s

3.3 The impact of civil rights protests, 1960–74

3.4 Other protest movements: students, women, anti-Vietnam

3.5 Nixon and Watergate

Section 2A Historical Investigations

4 Russia and the Soviet Union, 1905–24

4.1 Tsarist rule in Russia, 1905–14

4.2 Opposition to Tsarist rule, 1914–17: the impact of war and the February Revolution

4.3 Provisional Government and the Bolshevik Revolution

4.4 The Bolshevik consolidation of power and the Civil War

4.5 War Communism and the New Economic Policy (NEP)

5 The USA, 1918–41

5.1 The Roaring Twenties

5.2 Increased social tensions in the 1920s

5.3 The USA in Depression, 1929–33

5.4 Roosevelt and the New Deal, 1933–41

5.5 The opposition to the New Deal

Section 2B Breadth Studies

6 Changes in medicine, c1848–c1948

6.1 Progress in the mid-nineteenth century; Nightingale, Chadwick, Snow and Simpson

6.2 Discovery and development, 1860–75; Lister and Pasteur

6.3 Accelerating change, 1875–1905; Ehrlich, Koch and chemistry

6.4 Government action and war, 1905–20

6.5 Advances in medicine, surgery and public health, 1920–48; the NHS

7 China: conflict, crisis and change, 1900–89

7.1 The fall of the Qing dynasty, warlordism and chaos, 1900–34

7.2 The triumph of Mao and the CCP, 1934–49

7.3 Change under Mao, 1949–63

7.4 The Cultural Revolution and its impact, 1965–76

7.5 China, 1976–89

Glossary





Introduction



How to revise

There is no single way to revise, but here are some good ideas.


1 Make a revision timetable

For a subject like history, which involves learning large amounts of factual detail, it is essential that you construct a ‘revision plan’:


	•  Start early – you should start by looking at the dates of your exams and working backwards to the first date you intend to start revising, probably six to eight weeks before your exam.

	•  Be realistic – work out a realistic revision plan to complete your revision; don’t try to do too much. Remember that you have to fit in your history revision alongside your other GCSE subjects. Plan to include breaks to give yourself a rest.

	•  Revise regularly – regular, short spells of 20–40 minutes are better than long slogs of several hours.

	•  Plan your time carefully – test yourself to see what you know and give more revision time to topic areas you find difficult. Spend longer on the sections you feel less confident about.

	•  Track your progress – keep to your timetable, and use the revision planner on pages 4 and 5 to tick off each topic as you complete it. Give yourself targets and reward yourself when you have achieved them.





2 Revise actively

Different people revise in different ways and you will have to find the methods which best suit your learning style. The best revision techniques are active. Here are some techniques which students have used to help them revise:
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Guide to the Pearson Edexcel IGCSE History examination


You will be examined on two units for Paper 1, one unit for Paper 2, Section A and one unit for Paper 2, Section B.

When answering the exam questions, always bear in mind the following:


	•  The more marks the question has, the longer you should spend answering it.

	•  Only include information that is directly relevant to the question.

	•  Be specific; avoid generalised comments.

	•  Try to include specific details such as names, dates, events, organisations and activities.

	•  Always support your statements with examples.




Paper 1: Depth Studies

This paper tests your knowledge on the key features and characteristics of the historical period.

You will be tested on your historical interpretation skills and will need to be able to make judgements about historical events and periods studied, using second-order historical concepts. The second-order concepts assessed in Paper 1 are causation, consequence and significance.


	•  Paper 1 is worth 50 per cent of your total IGCSE marks.

	•  The exam lasts 1 hour 30 minutes.

	•  You need to answer two questions, one on each of the depth studies you have studied.

	•  Each question consists of three parts:

	•  (Part a) This is worth 6 marks.

	•  (Part b) This is worth 8 marks.

	•  (Part c) This is worth 16 marks.




	•  Try to spend 40 minutes on each full question. Ideally, you want to allow five to ten minutes at the end of the exam to read through and check your answers.




How to answer the 6-mark question – ‘What impression?’

Six-mark questions on Paper 1 ask you to analyse a secondary extract. The question will look like:

What impression does the author give about …?

You must use Extract A to explain your answer.

The question requires you to infer the impression given by the author of the extract. This goes beyond simply repeating what the author has written. You will need to infer what impression is given and support this by considering the following:


	•  Tone – what tone does the author use in the extract? Is it positive or negative? Supportive, critical or balanced etc?

	•  Language – what language is used to give this impression? Focus on the vocabulary used. What does it explicitly state? What can you infer? Make direct reference to the extract and use short quotes to highlight key phrases and words used.

	•  Content – what information about the topic has the author selected? How does this affect the impression it gives?

	•  Remember, this is a six-mark question so don’t spend too long answering it.





How to answer the 8-mark question – ‘Explain TWO effects’

Eight-mark questions on Paper 1 require you to explain two effects of something. The question will look like:

Explain two effects of … on …


	•  You must look at two effects. If you only explain one effect you will only receive a maximum of half the marks available.

	•  You don’t need to write a full essay for the answer. Write two separate paragraphs – one for each effect.

	•  To reach the highest marks, you must go beyond simply describing an effect. Make sure you explain the consequences of each effect on the situation at the time.

	•  Select relevant and specific information to support your explanation.





How to answer the 16-mark question – ‘How far do you agree?’

Sixteen-mark questions carry the most marks and therefore require a longer and more detailed answer. The question will start with a statement in quotation marks and you are required to judge how far you agree with it:

‘[Statement]’ How far do you agree? Explain your answer.

You may use the following in your answer:


	•  Stimulus point 1

	•  Stimulus point 2



You must also use information of your own.


	•  Sixteen-mark questions carry the most marks and therefore require a carefully planned and detailed answer.

	•  You will be rewarded for answers that are well organised, well structured and coherent.

	•  The stimulus points are there to help get you started. You must also use your own knowledge and go beyond the points that you’ve been given.

	•  Make sure you choose accurate and relevant information.

	•  Remember the rules of essay writing: ensure your answer has an introduction that briefly outlines your view, at least three paragraphs of discussion and a reasoned conclusion which provides a judgement on the statement in the question.

	•  Your conclusion is a crucial part of your answer. Make sure that you include clear criteria for your overall judgement, which you have backed up with convincing evidence and argument. This is not as simple as saying you totally agree or disagree with the statement. It also means avoiding sitting on the fence and not having an opinion! Instead, you must make a considered judgement as to how far you agree.
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Structuring your conclusion
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JUDGEMENT: Start with your judgement – try to incorporate words from the question into this sentence.
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COUNTER: Show that you are aware that there is some evidence to counter this and give the best example.
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SUPPORT: Explain why, overall, you have reached the judgement you have. Outline your key criteria or reasons why.
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Paper 2: Investigation and Breadth Studies


	•  This is worth 50 per cent of your total IGCSE marks.

	•  The exam lasts 1 hour 30 minutes.

	•  There are two sections for this paper:

	•  Section A: Historical Investigation (30 marks)

	•  Section B: Breadth Study in Change (30 marks)




	•  You need to answer two questions; one question on your Historical Investigation and one on your Breadth Study.

	•  Each question consists of three parts:

	•  (Part a) This is worth 6 marks

	•  (Part b) This is worth 8 marks

	•  (Part c) This is worth 16 marks




	•  Try to spend 40 minutes on each full question. Ideally, you want to allow five or ten minutes at the end of the exam to read through and check your answers.




Section A: Historical Investigation

Section A tests your knowledge and understanding of the key features and characteristics of historical periods and your ability to use a range of source material to comprehend, interpret and cross-refer sources. You will also be tested on how well you can analyse and evaluate historical interpretations in the context of historical events studied.



How to answer the 6-mark question – ‘Describing two features’

Six-mark questions on Paper 2 Section A ask you to describe two features of an event. You will have a choice of two events. The question will look like this:

Describe TWO features of EITHER … OR …


	•  Bear in mind this is an ‘Either/Or’ question – you don’t have to answer both!

	•  Make sure you describe two features. If you only describe one feature you will only receive a maximum of half the marks available.

	•  To help structure your answer, write two paragraphs – one for each feature.

	•  Use specific and detailed knowledge to describe each feature.





How to answer the 8-mark question – ‘two sources describing two features’

Eight-mark questions on Paper 2 Section A ask you to cross reference two sources. The question will look like this:

How far does Source A support the evidence of Source B about …?


	•  Don’t just paraphrase the sources.

	•  Read the sources carefully and pick out points from each source to show where they agree/disagree.

	•  To gain top marks, you must identify both agreement and disagreement.

	•  Write three paragraphs to help structure your answer:

	•  Paragraph 1 – explain how the sources agree.

	•  Paragraph 2 – explain how the sources disagree.

	•  Paragraph 3 – give a brief conclusion explaining how far the sources support one another.
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NB: You are not required to evaluate the utility or reliability of the sources.



How to answer the 16-mark question – ‘two sources and an extract’

For 16-mark questions on Paper 2 Section A you need to reach a judgement relating to an Interpretation.

The question will take the following form:

Extract C suggests … How far do you agree with this Interpretation? Use Extract C, Sources A and B and your own knowledge to explain your answer.


	•  Sixteen-mark questions carry the most marks and therefore require a carefully planned and detailed answer. Make sure you create a quick plan of how you are going to answer the question before you start writing.

	•  Read the extract carefully and pick out the main points that it makes.

	•  Compare these to what Source A and Source B reveal, and explain how they agree/disagree with the extract. Next, use detailed and specific examples from your own knowledge to agree/disagree with the extract.

	•  Finish with a conclusion that makes a judgement based on the sources and your own knowledge. Make sure you weigh up the evidence to help formulate how far you agree with the interpretation.
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Section B: Breadth Study in Change

Section B tests your knowledge and understanding of the key features and characteristics of historical periods and your ability to explain, analyse and make judgements about historical events and periods studied, using second-order historical concepts. The second-order concepts assessed in Section B are: change, continuity, causation, significance, similarity and difference.



How to answer the 6-mark question – ‘similarity/difference’

Six-mark questions on Paper 2 Section B ask you to compare two different periods. The question will always look like this:

Explain TWO ways in which [X] was similar to/different from [Y].


	•  Make sure you aim for two clear points. By only dealing with one similarity/difference you will only be able to gain three out of the six marks.

	•  You will not gain extra credit for giving a third point.

	•  For a top answer, you will need to choose specific information about both the periods to support the comparison.

	•  Remember, this is a six-mark question so don’t spend too long answering it. You won’t need to write an introduction or a conclusion.





How to answer the 8-mark question – ‘causes’

Eight-mark questions on Paper 2 Section B require an explanation of causes. The question takes the following form:

Explain TWO causes of …


	•  You don’t need to write a full essay for the answer. Write two separate paragraphs – one for each cause.

	•  Don’t simply describe the cause; make sure you explain how the causes led to the outcome.

	•  Select relevant and detailed information to support the explanation.





How to answer the 16-mark question – ‘change over time / significance’

Sixteen-mark questions on Paper 2 Section B require a judgement relating to one of the following: causes of change / extent of change. The question will be in one of the following styles:


	•  How far did … change in the years …?

	•  How far did … change … in the years …?

	•  How significant was … in changing … in the years to …?

	•  How far was the … the key turning point in … in the years …?



You may use the following in your answer:


	•  Stimulus point 1

	•  Stimulus point 2



You must also use information of your own.


	•  Sixteen-mark questions carry the most marks and therefore require a carefully planned and detailed answer.

	•  You will be awarded marks for answers that are well organised, well structured and coherent.

	•  The stimulus points are there to help get you started. You must also use your own knowledge and go beyond the points that you’ve been given.

	•  Make sure you choose accurate and relevant information.

	•  Remember the rules of essay writing: ensure your answer has an introduction that briefly outlines your view, at least three paragraphs of discussion and a reasoned conclusion which provides a judgement on the statement in the question.

	•  Your conclusion is a crucial part of your answer. Make sure that you include clear criteria for your overall judgement, which you have backed up with convincing evidence and argument. This is not as simple as saying you totally agree or disagree with the statement. It also means avoiding sitting on the fence and not having an opinion! Instead, you must make a considered judgement as to how far you agree.
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Reduce notes down to key
words Use bulet points —
numbering them helps.

Look, cover, write, check

Read the information, cover it up,
write it out, check to see if your
recall is accurate.

Timed practice Time yourself
answering past questions — source
questions, knowledge questions
and essays.

Working with friends
With a friend, test each other
on key topic areas; attempt

the exam practice questions and
revision tasks, comparing your
answers.

Active revision
techniques

Play back recordings of the text Make your own
recordings of the text on an MP3 player if you have one
and keep playing it back. Listen to the recordings often
—while lying in bed, while traveliing in the car or while

walking to the shops.

Remembering labelled diagrams
Test yourself by drawing spider
diagrams from memory.

Use acronyms or mnemonics
This is a very useful way of
remembering linked items —

a particular sequence of events,
key causes/consequences or
aspects of a topic. You can either
use the first letters of each item
to make up a complete word or
you can use those letters to
make up a new phrase which is
easier to remember.

Make summaries of information
For each key topic, make

summary lists on one side of A4 or
on “crib cards', using bullet points,
highlighting important revision
points.
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