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FOREWORD


Teaching is complex, and the cognitive demands are substantial. Teachers are seen as masters of their subject from day 1, but teaching requires ‘in the moment’ decisions to be made when knowledge and understanding of the intricacies of curriculum design may be imperfect. Teachers need to learn on the job to quickly develop an understanding of the most effective approaches to teaching, and skillfully use these approaches to deliver subject matter to their students in a way that they will understand.

In recent years, schools have invested a lot of time and thought into how we can codify teaching pedagogy so that it creates consistency, clarity and a shared understanding among teachers. By establishing clear, research-informed methods for instruction, schools can ensure that teachers know and can apply effective practices that are easily replicable and adaptable, and that can contribute towards maintaining high standards across diverse classrooms and curriculums. However, despite all the research, we still grapple with views on the best pedagogy approaches, and this can make continuing professional development (CPD) somewhat confusing.

One area of professional development that does not seem to get the same limelight is subject pedagogy development. We often assume that once a teacher is qualified, they can automatically teach their subject. However, the role of subject pedagogy professional development in schools is a crucial part to support teaching and learning, as it contributes towards the unique demands of each subject in the curriculum. Effective subject-specific pedagogy enables teachers to break down complex concepts into more-accessible steps, making it easier for students to grasp challenging material.

In this book, Silvia and Sinéad provide a comprehensive guide on how to approach the teaching of languages in schools. From phonics and comprehension to decoding and parsing skills, this book provides detailed guidance on how you might approach teaching these elements in your classroom.

The aim of this book, as with all the books in the Teacher Hacks series, is to provide an insight into a teacher’s classroom; a look through the keyhole to see how expert practitioners approach some of the most complex and challenging elements of their subject. In this book, this is exactly what Silvia and Sinéad have done. They use their considerable experience to highlight the challenging aspects of language teaching and share some of their teaching hacks to help others in their classrooms.

Michael Chiles
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thing we're certain about. No two students learn the same way.
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needs of individuals first.
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designed to maximise the impact of learning for every teacher,
parent and student.

Aligned to our parent company, Hachette Livre, founded in 1826,
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