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Introduction



How to use this book

Welcome to the extended essay (EE) for the IB Diploma.

This book will help prepare you for your EE in an efficient and logical way. Each chapter of the book looks at a different aspect of the EE in detail, while different activities and practice exercises are also included to help you check your understanding.

To ensure you aim for your best grade in the EE, this book:


	•  includes an opening infographic spread in each chapter

	•  builds skills for success through a range of strategies and detailed expert advice, such as formulating effective research questions for the EE

	•  covers all the IB requirements with clear and concise explanations, such as the assessment criteria and rules on academic integrity

	•  demonstrates what is required to get the best grade

	•  adds reference to the IB learner profile and approaches to learning (ATL) skills.



Key features of this guide include:
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Common mistake

Potential pitfalls are highlighted for students in the form of ‘Common mistake’ boxes. Watch out for these!
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Expert tip

These tips appear throughout the book and provide guidance on steps you can take and key considerations to help you boost your final grade.
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Tasks

A number of short tasks are included in the chapters. These tasks give you the opportunity to apply your knowledge in example situations, reinforcing your learning and further preparing you for your EE.
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Definitions


	•  Definitions of important terms are provided in the chapters.
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Chapter summary

At the end of each chapter, key knowledge is distilled into a concise checklist to help you review everything you have learned over the previous pages.
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ATL ACTIVITY

ATL skills activities get you to think critically about real-world applications of topics.
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END-OF-CHAPTER QUIZ

At the end of each chapter, a short quiz is included to test the knowledge you have learned and help consolidate your understanding.
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Aims of the extended essay

The EE aims to provide students with the opportunity to:


	•  experience the excitement of intellectual exploration

	•  engage in student-led academic research on a topic of personal interest

	•  develop skills in research, thinking, self-management and communication

	•  reflect on the learning experience of completing an EE.





Overview of the extended essay


	•  The EE is part of the compulsory core for all IB Diploma Programme students who must submit an academic essay of up to 4000 words.

	•  It requires approximately 40 hours of work by the student.

	•  It involves 3–5 hours of supervision with each student.

	•  There are three mandatory reflection sessions, including a final viva voce. Students are permitted to have check-in meetings in between these compulsory sessions.

	•  As part of the reflection process and assessment criterion E, students must submit a reflective statement of no more than 500 words as soon as possible after the viva voce.

	•  Candidates must anonymize their essay; instead of using their name or candidate number, the personal code or student code (for example, nqh510) should be used.

	•  The essay is marked out of 30 (criterion-based assessment), based on five grade bands:

	•  Grade A = The essay is of an excellent standard

	•  Grade B = The essay is of a good standard

	•  Grade C = The essay is of a satisfactory standard

	•  Grade D = The essay is of a mediocre standard

	•  Grade E (a failing condition) = The essay is of an elementary standard.





	•  The EE is externally marked by an IB examiner using five assessment criteria:

	•  Criterion A = Framework for the essay (6 marks)

	•  Criterion B = Knowledge and understanding (6 marks)

	•  Criterion C = Analysis and line of argument (6 marks)

	•  Criterion D = Discussion and evaluation (8 marks)

	•  Criterion E = Reflection (4 marks).
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Chapter 1 Understanding the assessment criteria




[image: ]

Criterion A

Framework for the essay

6 marks

Guiding question: Do the research question, research methods and structural conventions followed provide an effective framework for the essay?

Research question:


	•  Is your research question clearly stated and focused? (Your research question must be phrased as a question, with a question mark.)

	•  Does your completed essay continuously relate to your research question? (Many essays lose marks by not sticking to the question.)



Research methods:


	•  How are you going to carry out your research?

	•  How will you analyse and show your findings?

	•  Have you selected an appropriate range of relevant source(s) and/or method(s), and used them effectively in relation to your topic and research question?



Structure:


	•  Is your essay laid out in the conventional way expected of such essays?

	•  Is your essay set out according to the IB’s extended essay recommendations? For example:

	•  Have you used Arial or Times New Roman font in point size 11 or 12?

	•  Have you used 1.5 or double line spacing?

	•  Have you used A4 size in portrait orientation and numbered your pages?
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Criterion B

Knowledge and understanding

6 marks

Guiding question: Does the student demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the subject matter being used in their research?

Knowledge:


	•  Is your selection of source materials relevant and appropriate to the research question?



Understanding – Terminology:


	•  Have you used relevant terminology consistently and accurately to demonstrate your understanding of the subject?



Understanding – Concepts:


	•  Have you used relevant concepts effectively to demonstrate your understanding of the subject?
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Criterion C

Analysis and line of argument

6 marks

Guiding question: Does the student analyse the information presented in the essay and produce a coherent line of argument?

Analysis:


	•  How deep is your analysis?



Line of argument:


	•  Have you analysed your research effectively, and maintained a clear focus on the research question?
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Criterion D

Discussion and evaluation

8 marks

Guiding question: Does the student discuss the findings and evaluate the essay?

Discussion:


	•  Is your argument reasoned, effective and focused, and developed from your research?



Evaluation:


	•  Is your conclusion consistent with your argument? (If it is a good one, it may throw up other questions.)
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Criterion E

Reflection

4 marks

Guiding question: Does the student evaluate the effect of the extended essay learning experience on them as a learner?

Evaluative:


	•  Do your reflections show intellectual and personal engagement?



Growth:


	•  How thoroughly have you considered ideas and actions in response to setbacks experienced in your research process?



[image: ]





OEBPS/images/tp.png
FOR THE

IB DIPLOMA
PROGRAMME

Extended Essay

[5] hachette

LEARNING





OEBPS/images/c1.png
[5] hachette

LEARNING

www.hachettelearning.com

Together we unlock every learner’s unique potential

At Hachette Learning (formerly Hodder Education), there's one
thing we're certain about. No two students learn the same way.
That's why our approach to teaching begins by recognising
the needs of individuals first.

Our mission is to allow every learner to fulfil their unique
potential by empowering those who teach them. From

our expert teaching and learning resources to our digital
educational tools that make learning easier and more
accessible for all, we provide solutions designed to maximise
the impact of learning for every teacher, parent and student.

Aligned to our parent company, Hachette Livre, founded in
1826, we pride ourselves on being a learning solutions provider
with a global footprint.





OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
Extended Essay

Paul Hoang
Joseph Koszary

U






OEBPS/images/copy1.png





OEBPS/images/copy2.png
MIX
Paper | Supporting

responsible forestry
gwsncrg FSC™ C104740






OEBPS/images/rules.jpg





