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Introduction

This book is designed to support your understanding of the key themes, events, and people significant to Modern Europe between 1774 and 1924, specifically in France, Germany, and Russia. Cambridge International AS Level History (syllabus code 9489 or 9981) offers an education in understanding the changes that characterised the period. The book has been endorsed by Cambridge Assessment International Education and is listed as an endorsed textbook for students studying the syllabus.

This introduction gives you an overview of:


	●  the content you will study for the European Option: Modern Europe 1774–1924


	●  the structure of the syllabus


	●  the different features of this book and how these will aid your learning.




1 What you will study

From 1774 to 1924, Europe went through a period of great change. In France, the old political system was overthrown in a revolution, followed by years of war. In the nineteenth century, the map of Europe and the balance of power changed, especially with the rise of Germany as a nation-state. In the twentieth century, Russia saw the Tsarist government overthrown and replaced by the world’s first communist government under Lenin and his Bolshevik party. These changes altered the borders and future of Europe.

This book covers the following topics post-1750:


	●  Chapter 1 examines the causes of the French Revolution and how it developed, and also how Napoleon was able to emerge and establish his empire.


	●  Chapter 2 traces the growth of liberalism and nationalism in Germany between the years 1815 and 1871. This covers the attempts to unite states and how this eventually led to a powerful and united Germany.


	●  Chapter 3 covers the overthrow of the tsar, a series of revolutions, and how Lenin and the Bolshevik Party eventually built a Soviet system.




2 Structure of the syllabus

The information in this section is based on the Cambridge International Education syllabus. You should always refer to the appropriate syllabus document for the year of examination to confirm the details and for more information. The syllabus document is available on the website: www.cambridgeinternational.org.

Cambridge International AS Level History will be assessed through two papers: a Historical Sources Paper and an Outline Study.


	●  Paper 1: For Paper 1, you need to answer one two-part document question on one of the options given. You will need to answer both parts of the question you choose. This counts for 40 per cent of the AS Level.


	●  Paper 2: For Paper 2, you need to answer two two-part questions from three of the options given. You must answer both parts of each question you choose. This counts for 60 per cent of the AS Level.




These topics rotate year-on-year. One topic is assessed on Paper 1, and the two remaining topics are assessed on Paper 2.

Assessment questions

For Paper 1, there will be two parts to each question. For part (A) you will be expected to compare two sources on one aspect of the material. For part (B) you will be expected to use all the sources and your knowledge of the period to address how far the sources support a given statement.

For Paper 2, you will select two questions from the options on Europe 1774–1924. There will be two parts to each question. Part (A) requires an explanation of causes, and part (B) requires you to consider and weigh up the relative importance of a range of factors. You will need to answer both parts of each question you choose.

Key concepts

The syllabus also focuses on developing your understanding of a number of key concepts, and these are also reflected in the nature of the questions set in the examination. The key concepts for AS History are as follows:

[image: ] Cause and consequence

The events, circumstances, actions, and beliefs that have a direct causal connection to consequential events and developments, circumstances, actions, or beliefs. Causes can be both human and non-human.

[image: ] Change and continuity

The patterns, processes, and interplay of change and continuity within a given time frame.

[image: ] Similarity and difference

The patterns of similarity and difference that exist between people, lived experiences, events, and situations in the past.

[image: ] Significance

The importance attached to an event, individual, or entity in the past, whether at the time or subsequent to it. Historical significance is a constructed label that is dependent upon the perspective (context, values, interests, and concerns) of the person ascribing significance and is therefore changeable.

The icons above appear next to questions to show where key concepts are being tested and what they are.

Command words

When choosing the two essay questions, keep in mind that it is vital to answer the actual question that has been asked, not the one that you might have hoped for. A key to doing well is understanding the demands of the question. Cambridge International AS Level History uses key terms and phrases known as command words. The command words are listed below:








	
Command word


	
What it means







	
Compare


	
Identify similarities and differences, and support your choice with relevant evidence.





	
Explain


	
Set out how and why something happens, supported with relevant evidence.







Questions may also use phrases such as these:


	●  How far do you agree?


	●  To what extent?




Answering assessment questions

It is important that you organize your time well during an assessment. In other words, do not spend too long on one question and leave yourself short of time Before you begin a question, take a few minutes to draw up a brief plan of the major points you want to make and your argument. You can then tick them off as you make them. This is not a waste of time as it will help you produce a coherent and well-argued answer. Well-organized responses with well supported arguments and a conclusion will score more highly than responses that lack coherence and jump from point to point.

Whoever reads your answers will focus on what you have done right, rather than what you have done wrong.

Answering source questions

For questions that ask you to compare two sources, you should be able to:


	●  make a developed comparison of the two sources


	●  identify both similarities and differences in the evidence that the two sources provide about a particular issue


	●  use contextual knowledge and source evaluation to explain the similarities and differences.




For questions that ask you to analyse more than two sources, you should be able to:


	●  identify whether the sources support or challenge the statement in the question


	●  use source content to explain how each source supports or challenges the statement


	●  use your contextual knowledge to help you understand and analyze the sources


	●  recognize nuance in the sources where appropriate.




A well-written answer for a source question should:


	●  evaluate the sources to reach a supported judgment as to how far the sources support the statement.




If you are writing a timed essay about sources where you cannot choose a question to answer, you may find it helpful to:


	●  spend ten minutes reading the sources carefully


	●  identify the key terms and phrases in the question so that you remain focused on the actual question


	●  underline any quotations you will use to support your arguments.




Answering essay questions

For questions that ask you to explain causes, you should be able to:


	●  consider two or three relevant causes and explain how they were factors


	●  support each cause with relevant and accurate evidence


	●  make links between the factors.




For analytical essay questions, you should be able to:


	●  consider a range of different issues and analyze each


	●  use a balanced argument throughout


	●  support your argument with relevant and accurate evidence


	●  reach a relevant and supported judgment which answers the question.




Your essays should include an introduction that sets out your main points. Do not waste time copying out the question, but do define any key terms that are in the question. The strongest essays will show awareness of different possible approaches to the question. You will need to write an in-depth analysis of your main points in several paragraphs, providing detailed and accurate information to support them. Each paragraph should focus on one of your main points and be directly related to the question. Finally, you should write a concluding paragraph. All of these skills are developed throughout the book in the Study skills section at the end of each chapter.

If you need to choose multiple questions to answer:


	●  Circle the two questions you intend to answer.


	●  Identify the command terms, and key words and phrases so you remain focused on them.






3 About this book

Coverage of the course content

This book addresses the key areas listed in the Cambridge International syllabus. The content follows closely the layout and sequence of the Cambridge syllabus, with a chapter representing each topic. Each chapter starts with an introduction outlining the key questions that it addresses. Each key question is accompanied by content that you are expected to understand and use when addressing the key question. Throughout the chapters, you will find the following features to aid your study of the course content.

Key terms

Key terms are the important terms you need to know to gain an understanding of the period. These are highlighted in the text the first time they appear in the book and are defined in the margin. They also appear in the glossary at the end of the book.

Key figures and profiles

Key figures highlight important individuals and can be found in the margin. Some chapters contain profiles that offer more information about the importance and impact of the individual. This information can be very useful in understanding certain events and providing supporting evidence to your arguments.

Sources

Throughout the book, you will encounter both written and visual sources. Historical sources are important components in understanding more fully why specific decisions were taken and on what contemporary leaders based their actions. They also help to explain both causes and consequences of past developments. The sources are accompanied by questions to help you dig deeper into the history of Modern Europe, 1774–1924. To help with analysing the sources, think about the message of the sources, their purpose, and their usefulness for a particular line of enquiry. The questions that accompany the source will help you with this.

Extension boxes

Occasional extension boxes will include a variety of additional information that goes beyond the syllabus to help further your understanding of the topic.

Key debates

Within each key question of the syllabus, a key debate summarizes different historical views and opinions of events and individuals.

Activities

Activities and tasks throughout the book will help you develop conceptual understanding and consolidate knowledge.

Summary diagrams

At the end of each section is a summary diagram that gives a visual summary of the content of the section. It is intended as an aid for revision. Try copying the diagram into your own set of notes and, using information from the chapter, provide precise examples to develop each point. This will help build your knowledge of the issues that relate to the key question.



Chapter summaries

At the end of each chapter is a short summary of the content of that chapter. This is intended to help you consolidate your knowledge and understanding of the content.

Refresher questions

Questions at the end of each chapter will serve as a useful tool to test your knowledge of what you have read. These will serve as prompts and show you where you have gaps in your knowledge and understanding.

Study skills

At the end of each chapter, you will find guidance on how to approach both writing a successful essay and also how to evaluate sources. These pages feature the kinds of questions you may come across in assessment. There is also analysis of, and comment on, sample answers. These are not full responses to the questions. We have written them to help you see what part of good answer might look like.

End of the book

The book concludes with the following sections.

Glossary

All key terms in the book are defined in the glossary.

Further reading

This contains a list of books that may help you with further independent research. At this level of study, it is important to read around the subject and not just rely solely on the content of this textbook. The further reading section will help you with this.






Overview

This course is designed to develop an understanding of the key events of Modern Europe from 1774 to 1924 and the nature of the significant changes that shaped the continent and its people over this period.

This time period is sometimes described as Europe’s “long nineteenth century” by historians. Historians have grouped together major developments as a specific set of changes, which are not confined to one century, but stretch across a whole era. This was a time of dramatic change from much of the past for many European people. This included political, social, religious, economic, cultural, and intellectual changes which affected everyone, sometimes in violent and destructive ways. This transformed Europe with new political cultures, new industries, and new ideas, which formed and fragmented nations.

At the beginning of this course, we look at the old ways of French society, known as the Ancien Régime, where people lived in strict social orders for centuries. During the Early Modern period, monarchies and autocratic societies were common. However, Modern Europe is characterised by revolutionary changes which led to the creation of new nations, new political systems, and widespread political movements among the people. These political movements challenged the way society had worked for centuries as people sought to find the best new systems. Rapid industrialisation redefined the relationship between worker and employer, increasing inequality.

These changes happened in different ways and at different speeds across Europe. As the nineteenth century went on, European nations became more united than ever before. Many things such as culture, industry, and scientific progress brought a common European feeling. Modern European nations had had many shared features, institutions, and structures. However, there were still deep divisions, resentments, and disagreements about ideas and territories, which would affect the whole continent in the twentieth century.

This course will cover the causes, sequence, and effects of these events as independent topics that provide an overall chronology to structure both knowledge and understanding of the development of Modern Europe.

France, 1774–1814

We will start by examining how France developed into a Modern European nation. Like many European countries in the eighteenth century, France was ruled by a king who held total power. A growing population, changes to how the Church worked in French society, social class divisions, and regional differences made it increasingly difficult to rule this way. Additionally, France’s involvement in long and expensive wars made things harder for the government. This course starts in 1774 and describes the lives of different classes of people, including urban workers, craftsmen, peasants, the aristocracy, and a growing middle class of professionals. By looking at key events, we will identify the causes of significant political change in France.

France is an excellent case study to understand the pressures for change and the call for improvements to existing structures in eighteenth-century Europe. Enlightenment thinking, commercialisation, and scientific advances all challenged established ideas, institutions, and social structures. However, in the case of France, these reformist ideas became instrumental in revolutionary thinking because of the problems and policies pursued by the French government, which reached a crisis point by 1789.

The rapid pace of revolutionary events in France had vicious and violent consequences. In a very short time, the lack of consensus about how France should be governed led to extreme political instability, culminating in the “Reign of Terror”. In an attempt to restore stability, a new government led by a committee called the Directory was set up. The Directors ruled France from 1796 to 1799. However, overwhelmed by problems of war, economic crisis, and political unrest, the government was overthrown by a coup led by a successful general, Napoleon Bonaparte. His adoption of the role of “First Consul” eventually led to his seizure of power as Emperor of France. Despite the promise of revolution, mass participation, and the development of revolutionary ideas proposing ‘liberté, égalité, fraternité’, by 1800 France was again ruled by an authoritarian elite.

In this course, the causes and consequences of these events will be examined, together with investigating the role of significant individuals and important groups. The similarities and differences between people and their ideas, and the significance of old loyalties and new thinking will be studied.

To help you understand how “Modern Europe” was formed, this course also covers the end of the Napoleonic Wars and up to German Unification in 1871. This links the first part about France to the rise of Germany, showing how Napoleon’s French Empire influenced German territories. This included political, social, and legal changes. The French invasion also caused a strong reaction in Germany. Despite the region’s diversity, the influence of French ideas helped Germany to form a sense of Volksgeist or “the spirit of the people”, based on shared heritage and language. This developed into the first ideas of a “German nation” and nationalism.

These topics are also linked as there was a reaction to the revolutionary era in France, which was one of anxiety and concern. Many of the other European countries had been shocked and appalled by the revolutionary events in France and were keen to ensure political and social stability in their own countries. The old ruling families wanted to retain their power. There was intense suspicion of new “liberal” ideas of “liberty” and “equality,” which could destabilize their own countries, politically and economically.

Liberalism and nationalism in Germany, 1815–71

Germany was not a single country in 1815. Instead, it was a confederation (group of states) which had evolved over time from the medieval and Early Modern period, when it was part of the Holy Roman Empire. This empire was made up of kingdoms, duchies, principalities, and city-states which had many differences but also shared some similarities, such as a common language. After the Battle of Leipzig and the defeat of Napoleon, there was a settlement called the Congress of Vienna. The objective of this Congress was to create new boundaries in Europe and address key issues affecting the constitutional order. The main idea was to create a balance of power in Europe to maintain peace. However, it was also a conservative effort to eliminate liberal and revolutionary ideas and to preserve the traditional monarchies. After the Congress of Vienna, 39 predominantly German-speaking states formed an association called the German Confederation.

Emerging ideas at this time included the idea of nationalism. Nationalists believed that the separate German states should unify, based on their shared language and culture. However, at first this was a minority view, as most ordinary people felt far more loyal to their own region, with specific dialects, traditions, and customs. Additionally, there was little religious or economic unity. There were also emerging ideas linked to those which had emerged in France, which argued for liberal principles for the people, including the freedom to criticize the government in the press, and to hold political meetings and festivals. More democratic ideas, based on sovereignty of the people, started to emerge.

These emerging ideas of liberalism, democracy, socialism, and nationalism led to the German revolutions of 1848–49, which aimed to transform the Confederation into a unified Germany – a federal state with a liberal constitution. Although they were initially successful, the revolutions failed because of internal divisions and the ability of the old rulers to retain the loyalty of their armies. The experience of 1848–49 also led conservatives such as Bismarck to seek the opportunity of Prussian supremacy and an end to the domination of Austria in the region. The ideas of Bismarck were underpinned by the belief that economic strength and military action were the key to Prussia’s development. Bismarck’s role will be covered in depth when studying this course, assessing his aims, objectives, ideas, and strategies.

The end of the Germany section of the course covers the hugely significant changes that led to the emergence of a united Germany by 1871 and the considerable concerns of its immediate neighbours. Strategic diplomacy, military victories, and economic strength all combined to transform the previously fragmented region into a major European power. This set the stage for Germany’s significant role in subsequent European and world history.

The unification of Germany in 1871 had profound and far-reaching consequences, both within Germany and internationally. The emergence of a powerful and unified Germany significantly altered the balance of power in Europe and led to increased rivalries and colonial contention with France, which had been defeated in the Franco-Prussian War. This rivalry contributed to a complex web of alliances and tensions that eventually led to the First World War. However, the arrival of a strong and united Germany also put considerable pressure on the Russian Empire to the east. Germany’s geographical proximity and economic superiority influenced Russia’s economic strategies, most especially with trade in Eastern Europe. Politically, the rise of Germany as a nation-state inspired nationalist movements within the Russian Empire, particularly among minority ethnic groups. Russia’s Tsarist regime was oppressive and resistant to reform but recognised the need for fresh alliances to protect Russian territory and the Tsarist autocratic system. This exterior threat, combined with the rise of Japan as an imperial power on its eastern borders, posed a challenge for the Russian authorities, who were already dealing with internal pressures and demands for reform.

Russia from autocracy to revolution, 1881–1924

Our final topic therefore focuses on developments within Russia as the state changed through a sequence of revolutions from a Tsarist autocracy to the establishment of a communist state. It will consider how and why revolutionary events developed in Russia and why the old regime was unable to prevent its own demise. A vast empire with uneven development, Russia in 1881 was a volatile state with many emerging challenges.

This course looks at Tsardom and the challenges to the autocratic state from 1881 to 1894. It covers how Tsar Alexander III and his key advisors responded to political, economic, and social issues, as well as the rise of new ideas that challenged Tsarism. It also examines how revolutionary thinking and new economic ideas affected the old structures of Tsarist autocracy, which was put under pressure to make changes. The tension between revolution and reform in 1905 is explored, along with the factors that increased pressure on Tsar Nicholas II. The course also covers why the Tsar abdicated in February 1917 and how a Provisional Government tried to reform Russia.

The next sections then look at the causes of further revolutionary change and the reasons why revolutionaries were able to seize power in 1917. Key events, significant individuals, and new concepts and ideologies which became agents of change, are investigated in a structured approach to understanding the reasons for the transformation of Russia by 1924.
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