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	Together we unlock every learner’s unique potential

At Hachette Learning (formerly Hodder Education), there’s one thing we’re certain about. No two students learn the same way. That’s why our approach to teaching begins by recognising the needs of individuals first.




	 
	Our mission is to allow every learner to fulfil their unique potential by empowering those who teach them. From our expert teaching and learning resources to our digital educational tools that make learning easier and more accessible for all, we provide solutions designed to maximise the impact of learning for every teacher, parent and student.
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Prologue


This book is about the millions of K–12 students across America (and assumably in other countries as well) that fail to fulfill their potential every year. They rely on the education system to provide them the knowledge and skills they will need to be successful in the twenty-first century. Yet, they have lost the desire to learn, acquire new knowledge, and think for themselves. As such, these students are reliant on others to motivate them, give them answers, and provide them strategies for success. They have become dependent learners.

Such students are not incapable of intelligent thought; they simply choose not to exercise the degree of active engagement in academic pursuits necessary to achieve at a high level. If you are a teacher, you know the profile of the student I’m talking about. They come to school unprepared, fail to pay attention to basic instructions, get easily distracted, demand ready-made answers, and present classroom management headaches daily. They actively resist challenges, half-heartedly participate in classroom activities, and muddle through. Sadly, there seem to be more and more of these types of students every year. The COVID-19 pandemic not only caused learning loss: it stripped many children of the desire to learn and the ability to regulate their emotions and conform their behavior to a basic standard of decency.

There are a variety of causes for this self-defeating behavior, not the least of which is the development of technology that provides instant gratification and fits in the palm of every student. The cellphone has become this generation’s transistor radio, portable tape player, and arcade game. But unlike technology of the past, the phone can do all of these things at the push of a (virtual) button, allowing students to communicate with a countless array of peers in the most impersonal of manner—the text. Some kids also have little time for school as they are enticed to do an ever-increasing array of extracurricular activities by parents determined to ensure their kids’ future success. Other kids have found it far more entertaining to watch people do things on YouTube than go out and actually do those things themselves. Students bring these bad habits and lack of motivation to school with them every day, completely unprepared to learn.

Rather than tackling these issues head on, school administrators have failed to adequately address these problems. Although a rash of new standards, testing regimes, and teaching strategies have been rolled out over the past couple of decades, student performance has flatlined or declined. Part of the issue is that education policies are often driven by political expediency, not science and research. In some cases, the research itself is driven by these considerations. Another factor is that teachers and administrators have relaxed academic and behavioral standards in an effort to make classrooms more equitable. Making it easier to fail has only made it harder to succeed, however. The results have been less than stellar. A walk through any number of classrooms inside American schools today will lead the observer to conclude that far too many students aren’t sufficiently challenged and aren’t engaged in their learning.

Despite these challenges, it’s possible to break the cycle of dependency in K–12 education. To convert dependent learners into independent ones will require a great deal of focus, energy, and intentional instructional methodology. Standards will have to be raised. Teachers will have to engage in targeted instruction that will not only help students acquire the skills they need to learn but flourish. This book is designed to help teachers overcome the malaise of dependency. The goal is to equip teachers with the knowledge and skills they need to produce the transformation of students from dependent to independent learners.
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