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Introduction

Welcome to Global Politics for the IB Diploma. This textbook provides complete coverage of the new IB Global Politics Diploma syllabus, with first teaching from 2024 and first assessment in 2026.

The Diploma Programme Global Politics course aims to give students the opportunity to explore the world around them and engage with contemporary political issues that impact our global community. Students on this course have the unique opportunity to study the political issues and challenges that are of particular interest to them within the wider framework of the course concepts, content and context. Global Politics for the IB Diploma provides extensive support to both teachers and students of this course.

This textbook effectively explores the concepts, content and context of the IB Global Politics syllabus:








	

	1    Concepts: power, sovereignty, legitimacy and interdependence are political concepts that are critically evaluated throughout the course and defined and used extensively within this book.


	2    Content: the prescribed topics and content are clearly organized and the book provides in-depth examinations of power and global politics, as well as thematic studies on rights and justice, development and sustainability, and peace and conflict.




	
Context: Both concepts and content must be grounded in real-world examples and case studies, which can be found at the global, international, regional, national, sub-national, local and community levels; often more than one level may be involved. This textbook provides a good foundation by exploring several diverse cultural, geographic, economic and institutional case studies that effectively embed the concepts and content of the course.






Global Politics for the IB Diploma is designed to support the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme Global Politics course at both the Standard level and the Higher level. The content of the textbook closely aligns to the prescribed content and concepts of the curriculum, while also providing contextualized real world examples and assessment support. It is a book that has been developed with great care and attention to meet the needs of a diverse community of educators and students.

The textbook is laid out sequentially:







	Section 1: Core – Understanding power and global politics




	Section 2: Thematic studies – Rights and justice




	Section 3: Thematic studies – Development and sustainability




	Section 4: Thematic studies – Peace and conflict




	Section 5: Assessment – Guidance on the IA engagement project




	Section 6: Assessment – Guidance for both SL and HL students on Papers 1, 2 and 3






■ Digital materials

The textbook is also available as an e-Book, which contains interactive case studies as an additional feature.

How can students use this book?

Students can use Global Politics for the IB Diploma to supplement and expand on what they learn in the classroom. The textbook is clearly structured and provides an excellent overview of the essential elements of the course, including internal and external assessments. This book was primarily written to support the learning needs of students. 

How can educators use this book?


	1  Educators can follow the textbook sequentially, starting with Chapter 1, and be assured that the concepts and content will be thoroughly covered.


	2  They may prefer to start the course with the thematic studies chapters (Chapters 2, 3 or 4) and integrate the core topics within the thematic studies as they arise.


	3  They may choose to start with targeted global issues or specific case studies that are of particular interest to their students. They can then integrate the prescribed concepts and content from the core and thematic studies.


	4  Also, if purchasing the eBook, they may use the online interactive case studies as an additional tool to help students development inquiry skills further.




No matter which approach is used, the many examples and case studies in this book will provide a good foundation from which more learner-centered inquiries can evolve. Additionally, the guidance on how to approach the Engagement Project and external assessment for both SL and HL students can be examined as needed.

Finally, both educators and students will appreciate the many features that support teaching and learning throughout the book, such as:


	●  activities


	●  key words and their definitions


	●  case studies


	●  discussion points


	●  profiles of key political theorists


	●  explanations and contextualized examples of political theories


	●  global politics extended essay tips


	●  common mistakes


	●  TOK links


	●  review questions.
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The ‘In cooperation with IB’ logo signifies the content in this coursebook has been reviewed by the IB to ensure it fully aligns with the current IB curriculum and offers high quality guidance and support for IB teaching and learning.






How to use this book

The following features will help you to consolidate and develop your understanding of global politics through concept-based learning.


Key terms

◆ Definitions appear throughout the margins to provide context and help you understand the language of global politics. There is also a glossary of all key terms at the end of the book.




SYLLABUS CONTENT


	▶  This coursebook follows the exact order of the contents of the IB Global Politics Diploma syllabus.


	▶  Syllabus understandings are introduced naturally throughout each topic.







Exploring solutions

This feature includes key inquiry statements to explore, presented with either context or more questions to consider.




Key theorist

Introduces key theorists as well as competing perspectives.




ACTIVITY

A range of activities to help you understand some of the most difficult global politics concepts.




Perspectives

In this feature you will explore different political issues and perspectives.




CASE STUDY

Real-world international examples and case studies are used to bring the subject to life.

Case studies form the basis of this course. The course encourages the use of inquiries, contemporary examples and case studies at a variety of levels, from the local to the global, as well as from smaller scale businesses to multinational ones. Throughout the coursebook, we have chosen case studies that reflect the context in which you are learning, as well as case studies that allow for comparisons across contexts.

Questions are often included to allow you to analyse and synthesize your understanding.




Discussion point

Questions to either discuss as part of a group in class or to think about individually. These will challenge you to apply some of the global politics concepts locally.
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These detail some common misunderstandings and typical errors made by students, so that you can avoid making the same mistakes yourself.




[image: ] Extended essay

Investigate a topic of special interest, either through one of your six DP subjects or through an interdisciplinary approach. The EE helps you to develop the self-regulated research and writing skills that you need to fulfill your aspirations at university.
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Links to Theory of Knowledge (TOK) allow you to develop critical thinking skills and deepen understanding by bringing discussions about the subject beyond the scope of the content of the curriculum.




Concepts

Independence, power, theoretical perspectives, legitimacy, sovereignty and international law underpin the IB Global Politics Diploma course and are integrated into the conceptual understanding of all units, to ensure that a conceptual thread is woven throughout the course. Conceptual understanding enhances your overall understanding of the course, making the subject more meaningful. This helps you develop clear evidence of synthesis and evaluation in your responses to assessment questions. Concepts are explored in context and can be found interspersed in the chapter.
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The HL extension boxes suggest possible areas for extended inquiries on the eight global political challenges: Borders, Environment, Equality, Health, Identity, Poverty, Security and Technology.
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At the end of each chapter, there is a summary of the key points addressed to help you to develop and understand the depth of knowledge you need to acquire for the course.




REVIEW QUESTIONS

Review questions are also included at the end of each chapter to allow you to consolidate your learning.



A bibliography listing all of the works referred to in this book is available at www.hoddereducation.com/ib-extras
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