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PRAISE FOR INITIUM


Initium seamlessly interconnects the spheres of cognitive science and primary education into one incredible tour de force. This book exudes the decades of Emma’s exemplary primary experience and expertise for all to see. Whilst there is a really strong sense of cognitive exploration and how this can be utilised to really impact on pedagogy in the classroom, the book ultimately champions one key aspect of primary life – children.

This book, however you strip it back, is all about making sure children are supported by expert teachers to ensure their experience is the very best it can be. Bravo!

Sam Strickland, principal and author (@Strickomaster)

Over the last fifty years, cognitive science has furnished us with robust and real insights into the nature of how learning happens, however much of that evidence is under laboratory conditions. What’s needed now is a classroom-based conception of cognitive science and how it can be applied.

Emma Turner has provided not only a comprehensive grounding in the core principles of cognitive science but, more importantly, a hugely insightful and considered guide to how they can be applied in primary education settings. Highly recommended.

Dr Carl Hendrick, Professor of Applied Sciences, 
Academica University of Applied Sciences (@C_Hendrick)

Initium is a triumph!

If you ever wanted someone with a deep understanding of real world primary classrooms to guide you through the science of learning, making sense of all the twists and turns as children grow up, and the implications for teachers… well, here it is.

Emma has done an incredible job weaving together multiple strands of research and models of learning to create a fabulously engaging and useful summary.

It’s written with her trademark clarity, wit and wisdom and that sense of conviction that this stuff really matters!

Tom Sherrington, teacher and author (@teacherhead)

A lot has been written about cognitive science but almost none of it applied to primary schools. Fortunately now, with Initium, that is no longer the case.

The skill of being evidence informed comes by applying the principles of the science of learning. Too often, cognitive science has seen secondary school approaches shoe-horned into a primary school context. Initium places primary schools at the heart of applying the research, ensuring the approaches discussed are truly age and stage appropriate.

Due to its beautiful writing style, in depth knowledge of the research and passion for primary, I think every primary school teacher and leader will be better for reading Initium. And I suspect many secondary teachers will as well!

Bradley Busch, psychologist at Inner Drive 
(@BradleyKBusch, @Inner_Drive)

Turner reminds us how easy it is, as expert learners, to fall into the ‘curse of knowledge’, forgetting what it is like to see ourselves as primary learners and provides us a roadmap of the necessary guidance, scaffolding and connection-making to ensure successful learning.

Her writing takes us on a delightful jo@curney illustrating how researched principles that are vital to learning can and should be used playfully, joyfully and appropriate to the ages and stages of primary children.

Verba volant, scripta manent: Words fly away, writings remain. Fortunately for all of us, including our youngest learners, Initium is here to stay. Thank you, Emma, for this gift!

Patrice Bain, author and education consultant (@PatriceBain1)

To someone who hasn’t experienced primary education it is very hard to express the complexity of the curriculum and how learning happens. Emma not only ‘gets it’ she is infectiously passionate about its unique beauty and enactment.

In Initium, Emma positions the evolution of primary curriculum from EYFS to Year 6, in the context of cognitive science. She translates research and best practice in an accessible and meaningful way that supports practitioners to adopt an approach that is right for our learners' age and stage. I am very, very grateful to Emma for her energy, enthusiasm and relentless drive to keep primary, primary. Highly recommend!

Rachel Higginson, school improvement and 
education consultant (@creativeHigg)

Emma uses her world class understanding of primary education to humanise the science of learning in a way few have managed before. This is a profoundly pragmatic and insightful book that will leave a legacy worthy of our children.

Dr Richard Gerver, educator, speaker, author (@richardgerver)

Initium skilfully communicates key insights from the cognitive sciences of learning for primary teachers. Emma Turner outlines a thoughtful framework bounded by the unique conditions of teaching this age group: the gap between children's multi-novice status and adults' natural curse of knowledge, the biological nature of development, and goals for a connected curriculum. Initium empowers educators to bridge the science of learning with the realities of their schools and classrooms, which make it invaluable for those seeking to enrich their pupils' growth and learning, as well as their own.

Efrat Furst, cognitive neuroscientist (@EfratFurst)

This little gem of a book will help you grasp the intricacies of how young people learn. It will be a constant companion and become a vital part of your own growth. Skilfully unravelling the mysteries of the neurological system, it will show how memory works, champion interconnectivity, demonstrate how forgetting is a friend to the learner, stress the effectiveness of desirable difficulty, and demonstrate how deep learning is so much more important than performance.

It is an important book and should be compulsory reading for all those who take on the awesome responsibility of helping to stretch and develop young minds.

Sir John Jones, author, teacher and speaker (@sirjohnfjones)
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