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INTRODUCTION


If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his head. If you talk to him in his own language, that goes to his heart.

Nelson Mandela

This is the quote that every languages teacher knows. It’s in classroom and MFL office displays, on presentation slides for European Day of Languages and careers events. It is what drives us as languages teachers. Being able to communicate in more than one language is a powerful tool: it allows us to live, work and love without borders. It builds relationships and understanding across cultures. Every languages teacher will have a story about how being a linguist has impacted positively on their life, from being able to study at a university in a different country, to meeting a romantic partner or lifelong friends; from having opportunities to get that dream job, to the satisfaction of being able to haggle in the souks of Marrakech, navigate the Paris metro or find the best pizza in Naples.

But being a languages teacher also comes with its challenges – from fighting for curriculum time to keeping the uptake at exam level high when numbers are declining nationally and, of course, responding to the question all language teachers will have heard at some point in their career: ‘But everyone speaks English, so why do I need to learn another language?’ It is for this reason that languages teachers are so keen to stress to what extent they contribute to an all-round education and are extremely committed to what they do. The languages teaching community thrives online and in person. Languages teachers plan school trips, competitions and spelling bees, decorate their classrooms with treasures they have collected on their travels, host foreign film lunchtime clubs … The list goes on. We do it for the satisfaction of that moment when a student correctly uses a subjunctive for the first time in class or timidly asks for an ice cream in French on a day trip to Boulogne-sur-Mer and is delighted when they receive the correct item they ordered, making it all worth the effort.

With that in mind, we have aimed to write a book that speaks to the head and heart of languages teaching. We have covered teaching the different skills with advice for practical strategies that can be implemented straight away, as well as including sections on exciting project work and making the case for languages.

This book is written by and for languages teachers, taking into account the workload of marking those paragraphs about opinions on sports, conducting speaking assessments and planning all those wonderful extracurricular opportunities. In each chapter we have focused on implementation in the classroom with lots of low-prep, quick wins.

We have included a range of QR codes, weblinks and references to promote further engagement with the ideas we sketch here. A list of the links to the QR code resources is given here:

www.hachettelearning.com/john-catt/john-catt-extras

We hope that you can find inspiration to try something new, have a useful refresher of an activity you haven’t included in your repertoire for a while or experiment and transform an idea into something new.
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Together we unlock every learner’s unique potential

At Hachette Learning (formerly Hodder Education), there’s one
thing we're certain about. No two students learn the same way.
That's why our approach to teaching begins by recognising the
needs of individuals first.

Our mission is to allow every learner to fulfil their unique potential
by empowering those who teach them. From our expert teaching
and learning resources to our digital educational tools that make
learning easier and more accessible for all, we provide solutions
designed to maximise the impact of learning for every teacher,
parent and student.

Aligned to our parent company, Hachette Livre, founded in 1826,
we pride ourselves on being a learning solutions provider with a
global footprint.
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