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INTRODUCTION

Born into the wealth and privilege of an aristocratic family, Schiaparelli was different from early childhood. Chafing against the stifling social codes of the upper classes, the young Elsa rebelled, first getting sent to a convent school as punishment for writing “romantic” poetry, before running away from her family to avoid an arranged marriage. In London, she met “psychic” Willem de Wendt, and the two were engaged the very next day. Although the marriage didn’t last, it gave Schiaparelli a taste for the showmanship that would distinguish her in her fashion career.

A part of Paris’s bohemian set, Schiaparelli was constantly surrounded by painters, sculptors, writers and photographers – some of whom were the most famous of the twentieth century. She collaborated with Salvador Dalí, worked with Jean Coucteau and was inspired by Pablo Picasso, elevating fashion into the realm of high art.

Beyond a keen collaborator, Schiaparelli was an inventor of the fantastical in her own right. She loved to inspire shock and surprised, evident in her signature shade, “Shocking Pink”, and “Shocking” perfume. She was the first designer to create themed collections, turning fashion shows into spectacles. She elevated hardware, creating detailed buttons and showcasing zippers in her designs. She also pioneered structured swimwear, the split skirt and the wrap dress, as well as matching jackets to go with evening dresses.

Without Schiaparelli, one can only imagine what everyday clothing would look like today. The revival of the House of Schiaparelli under the creative directorship of Daniel Roseberry has no doubt ensured the house’s continued relevance for many years to come, blending innovative design with high-concept conversation.
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