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INTRODUCTION

Ladies and gentlemen, family and friends, one and all, welcome to the ultimate, indispensable guide to wedding speeches. It is, without a doubt, the greatest book on toasts since sliced bread (the first and only bread pun in the book, we promise).

This compact compendium of conjugal curiosities is buttered so thick with wisdom and wit that it will help Groomsmen and Bridesmaids* keep their honour, calm the nerves of the happy couple’s family (on a day so emotional even the cake is in tiers), and ensure the happy couple are never lost for words on the most important day of their lives.

Packed with checklists, playlists, dos and don’ts, facts and stats, tips and tricks, this bite-sized companion is essential for anyone brave – or foolish – enough to speak at a wedding.

From the loquacious to the lachrymose, the grandiloquent to the scared-shitless, this mini matrimony manual (and last-minute lifesaver!) will turn your toast from rambling, embarrassing nonsense into something even Winston Churchill would raise a glass to (though, to be fair, he’d raise a glass to anything).

Whether heartfelt or hilarious, touching or toe-curling, and embarrassing all the way to downright absurd, this tiny tome salutes wedding speeches in all their shapes and sizes. Because, as the vow reminds us, it’s better to speak now than forever hold your peace.

So, let’s raise a glass to toasts themselves – celebrating everything that makes them brilliant – and, of course, to the happy couple. They deserve nothing less than the best words we can muster.

Cheers – and enjoy!

* Terms can be applied to anyone, regardless of gender.
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