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Quelque rare que soit le véritable amour, il l’est encore moins rare

que la véritable amitié

True love may be uncommon enough, but it is still less uncommon than true friendship

Duc de La Rochefoucauld




Author’s Note: William Neilson, who narrated the first three books of this story, is dead, fallen in the French defeat at Quebec in 1759. The tale is taken up by his grandson, also William, a cadet at the Royal Military College in Paris.

Ninnipen’s short speech on page 145 is taken, word for word, from The Jesuit Relations and Allied Documents, Vol. 55, p. 274.
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