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“I don’t think I could live without hair, makeup and styling, let alone be the performer I am.






I am a glamor girl through and through. I believe in the glamorous life and I live one.”

LADY GAGA








Introduction

Few celebrities have crossed into fashion history territory the way that Lady Gaga has. The musician, actress, cultural icon and provocateur continually challenges the rules of fashion and turns everything conventional related to red carpet and celebrity fashion into something brand new and exciting, whether that means wearing runway-ready Gucci, studded denim hotpants or even her famously iconic, albeit controversial, dress constructed entirely out of raw meat.

To put it simply, many of Lady Gaga’s looks are instantly recognizable and so many of them could only be executed by her. Who else could emerge from a Hussein Chalayan-designed egg-shaped vessel in a full latex look during the 2011 Grammys?

Like a colourful fashion chameleon, Lady Gaga changes and adapts her personal style and professional look to fit into characters. Her work in music, film and elsewhere has informed her fashion choices. And her unique vision has been seen everywhere from when she walks the streets of New York to out and about at the Met Gala, or on screen in major Hollywood blockbusters.

For Gaga, the idea of reinvention is a constant lived experience that she reinterprets over and over and over again through clothing, accessories, hair and make-up. Anything is on the table and nothing is off limits, and she’s really done it all – from traditional ball gowns to grunge punk and back again. “I don’t think I could live without hair, makeup and styling, let alone be the performer I am,” she told T Magazine in 2010. “I am a glamor girl through and through. I believe in the glamorous life and I live one. I don’t want anyone to separate who I am with my makeup on from who I am without it. I’m the same person.”

But what really sets Gaga apart from your everyday celebrity is her commitment to the art of fashion. For her, it’s not just about dressing the part, but rather about becoming it and pushing boundaries to a unique kind of extreme that shocks, inspires and rewrites the narrative of style history as we know it. “I’m not interested in fashion being functional for everyday life,” Gaga told Vogue in 2021. “It’s about being functional for art. I love becoming art.” There is method acting, but what she does could potentially be considered method dressing! She brings her characters alive with the art of dress, no matter what project she’s involved in.

This book charts the art of Lady Gaga’s style history and evolution, from start to finish. Beginning with the early years when she was experimenting with her own personal style and making a name for herself through expressive dressing, to all the moments, designers, iconic stylists and jaw-dropping looks she’s worn through the ages. It just so proves that Gaga’s fashion evolution is never-ending and a definite point of inspiration for anyone who loves the idea of adornment, fashion and art.
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Lady Gaga early in her career, wearing her signature oversized sunglasses, leotard and fishnet tights.
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