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Introduction

“Barcelona is a very old city in which you can feel the weight of history; it is haunted by history. You cannot walk around it without perceiving it.”
Carlos Ruiz Zafón

Barcelona is one of the most inspiring and stylish cities in the world, a place where you can easily lose yourself. You cannot truly appreciate its fashion without considering the city’s architecture, landscape, culture, history, music and food – every facet of this extraordinary place comes together to create a unique identity and style that can be seen nowhere else.

From a bird’s-eye view this magical city looks like a flawless grid, with a perfectly symmetrical pattern, devised in the nineteenth century by the urban planner and civil engineer Ildefons Cerdà. It sweeps down from the Collserola mountain range to the Mediterranean Sea, with a port and the hill of Montjuïc on one side and long beaches on the other. In this ideal location Barcelona has become a perfect representative of the Mediterranean lifestyle, with its relaxed approach to life, strong community values and unique creative flair.


[image: Rosalía in a red outfit with a microphone earpiece stands on stage.]


Rosalía on stage in Madrid during the Motomami tour in 2022.
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The Palace of Catalan Music (Palau de la Música Catalana) was built in 1908 by architect Domènech i Montaner. Its interior features beautiful stained-glass windows.


Barcelona’s story begins in the old city, nestled behind the port. Here you will find Roman remains and beautiful medieval buildings like the Cathedral and the fourteenth-century Santa Maria del Mar, amid squares, arches and narrow cobbled streets. Shaped by its history, Barcelona, now the capital of the autonomous community of Catalonia, has inherited a rich cultural legacy steeped in tradition, but is also innovative and visionary. This has resulted in incredible movements such as Catalan Modernism, whose greatest exponent was the architect Antoni Gaudí, responsible for the Sagrada Família and the Parc Güell. Other extraordinary artists include Joan Miró, Antoni Tàpies and Picasso (who spent nine years of his youth in Barcelona and remained closely connected to the city – his first name “Pablo” is “Pau” in Catalan); musicians such as Montserrat Caballé (who famously sang the hit ‘Barcelona’ with Freddie Mercury), cellist and composer Pau Casals, jazz pianist Tete Montoliu and, more recently, pop and style icon Rosalía; as well as chefs like Ferran Adrià and sports personalities including ex-player and football manager Pep Guardiola and Grand Prix motorcycle champion Marc Márquez.

Theatre, opera, cinema and dance are also very prominent, with companies like La Fura dels Baus, founded in 1979, known for their unusual urban locations and described by NME as an “adult adventure playground of fun, danger, slapstick and fantasy”); the legendary comedy trio Tricicle (created in 1979); and spectacular venues like El Palau de la Música Catalana (built between 1905 and 1908 by architect Lluís Domènech i Montaner), L’Auditori (designed in 1999 by Rafael Moneo) and the famous opera house, El Gran Teatre del Liceu (first opened in its present location in 1847, redesigned by Josep Oriol Mestres i Esplugas in 1862 after a fire, and by Ignasi de Solà-Morales after another fire in 1999). There is also an abundance of museums in Barcelona, from the Museu Nacional d’Art de Catalunya (MNAC), with its overview of Catalan art through the centuries, to the many exciting modern art galleries all over the city.
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Traditional espadrilles are part of the local Catalan costume.


Alongside the famous human castles, the castellers, Barcelona also enjoys a traditional Catalan dance, the sardana, which follows a sequence of steps performed in a circle. Dancers hold hands representing harmony, equality and liberty to the tunes of a small street band called the cobla. Although it can be danced impromptu at any street celebration, the traditional dress code for the participants includes the espadrille, or espardenya. Today, this humble shoe is very much coveted and can be found in its purest form at La Manual Alpargatera, the first espadrille store founded in Barcelona in 1940. It began as a small workshop and its celebrity clients include Jack Nicholson, Michael Douglas, Catherine Zeta-Jones and Julianne Moore.
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Traditional espadrilles in all colours and patterns at La Manual Alpargatera.
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Image from the Mango Story Of Uniqueness campaign for Spring/Summer 2017. The Catalan brand has achieved international success.


Under Franco’s dictatorship (1939–75), Catalan – the Romance language spoken in Catalonia – was repressed, forcing many into exile. Today, it remains Barcelona’s official language and is dominant in all Catalonian schools. Catalan literature has also played an important role in revitalizing Catalan identity, especially since the end of the nineteenth century.

The cosmopolitan city is, of course, also a fashion hub and home to many global influencers, and celebrates its own fashion week, 080 Barcelona Fashion. It takes place in the Recinte Modernista de Sant Pau – one of the many wonderful buildings gracing the city. Among the brands founded in the city, or that have found their home there, are Mango, Tous, Desigual, Alohas, Massimo Dutti, Custo Barcelona, Pronovias and Paloma Wool, ranging from high street stalwarts to bespoke bridal.

Having the perfect weather also lends itself to enjoying many outside activities: every year Barcelona hosts an array of music festivals that have become internationally acclaimed, including Sónar, Primavera, Brunch Electronik and the renowned Barcelona Jazz Festival.

In 1992, Barcelona welcomed the rest of the world when it was selected to host the Games of the XXV Olympiad. The games transformed and modernized the city yet again, marking a new chapter and leaving an exemplary legacy that has promoted sport among its other attractions. Events such as the 2024 Barcelona Superyacht Regatta, a three-day racing event alongside Louis Vuitton’s 37th America’s Cup, can now take place at the Olympic Port.

Catalonia’s typical cuisine is another example of Barcelona’s simple yet sublime pleasures. One of its local markets, the Mercat de Sant Josep (popularly known as La Boqueria), on the picturesque La Rambla (also known as Les Rambles) – the wide pedestrian mall leading to the port – has become one of the city’s best-known landmarks. Bursting with colour and flavour, it is frequented by locals and travellers alike. Delicious traditional dishes, which you will find in many small restaurants and local cafeterias, include pa amb tomàquet (bread rubbed with tomato and seasoned with olive oil and salt), escalivada (roasted aubergine, tomatoes and red pepper with olive oil, garlic and spring onion), botifarra negra amb mongeta blanca (Catalan black sausage with white broad beans) and crema catalana – a dessert similar to crème brûlée flavoured with citrus and cinnamon and served with a caramelized sugar crust, and the perfect accompaniment to a strong cup of coffee.

This is a snapshot of what Barcelona has to offer: a stylish and cosmopolitan city that is host to chic residents – both permanent and visiting – who seek sun, sea, style, music, food and drink in a beautiful and storied setting.
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The “Created in Barcelona” sign featured at Primavera Sound in 2018, the music festival that took place at the Parc del Fòrum in Barcelona.



[image: A chalkboard menu features illustrated tapas items and decorative text.]


A chalkboard menu from the Mercat de Santa Caterina, located in the heart of the city.
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