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INTRODUCTION

Founded in 1878 as Newton Heath, the name Manchester United Football Club came into being in 1902. Not only would United become one of English football’s biggest and most successful teams, they would go on to conquer Europe and arguably become the biggest and most famous club in world football.

With a fanbase that spreads far and wide across the globe, the Reds have experienced more success than most and have enjoyed many glorious eras, won countless trophies and many legends of the game have worn that famous red shirt over the years.

With 70 trophies won to date – including 20 topflight titles and three Champions League successes – the Reds have been a dominant force during varying eras, most notably during the reign of Sir Alex Ferguson.

But there have been other glorious spells, including that of Sir Matt Busby and the entertaining – if brief – years of Tommy Docherty and Ron Atkinson.

The Old Trafford club have also known tragedy, with the Munich air disaster in 1958 claiming the lives of several of the so-called “Busby Babes”.

United legends are numerous, from goalkeeping giants like Peter Schmeichel and David de Gea to defensive colossuses like Nemanja Vidić, Martin Buchan and Gary Pallister.

In midfield, there have been icons such as Bryan Robson, David Beckham and Roy Keane, while the forward line has included mesmeric talents such as Eric Cantona, Ryan Giggs and George Best.

In the pages that follow, you’ll discover the players and managers that have lit up the Theatre of Dreams and remained in the memories of those lucky enough to have seen them. From the past and present, The Little Book of Manchester United Legends showcases the giants that have made this football club what it is today.
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