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INTRODUCTION

The House of Givenchy is both rooted in cultural history and unabashedly modern. Givenchy is timeless Parisian chic, but it is also New York street style. It is haute couture and wearable elegance. And therein the many contradictions of Givenchy lies its inherent genius – the ability to make the wearer feel like a 50s Hollywood starlet, a gothic fantasy figure or a 90s supermodel.

The House of Givenchy, and the direction of modern fashion, is all down to the vision of one man – Hubert de Givenchy. A member of the French nobility, Givenchy stood at an eye-catching six foot six, renowned for his aristocratic charm and eye for detail. From his early years in post-war Paris, guided by renowned mentors such as Cristóbal Balenciaga, to his mastery of fabrics and finishes, Givenchy’s work exemplified elegance and sophistication.

Central to the legacy of Givenchy was Hubert's lifelong friendship with Audrey Hepburn, whose iconic looks on and off the screen helped define the refined, minimalist aesthetic that is synonymous with the fashion house. Some of the most recognizable and iconic designs of the twentieth century were born from this collaboration, not only the Breakfast at Tiffany’s little black dress but also the Sabrina neckline and the many costumes of Funny Face.

Hubert de Givenchy remained head of his fashion house until his retirement in 1995. Having had such a steady and clear creative direction for so long under its eponymous designer, the House of Givenchy without Hubert took several years to find its new voice. Givenchy continued to evolve under contemporary creative directions, adapting the founder’s timeless vision for modern generations while honouring his legacy. As fashion moved into the twenty-first century, Givenchy’s successors have sought to balance innovation with the elegance and sophistication that defined the brand’s origins.

However, one thing remains for sure: The legacy of Hubert de Givenchy, master of elegance, refinement and luxury.
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