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INTRODUCTION

One of the ultimate tests of endurance, requiring man and bicycle to be in perfect harmony, all played out against spectacular scenery and steeped in dramatic history.

Established in 1903 by Henri Desgrange (1865–1940), a French cyclist and journalist, the race has been run every year except during the World Wars. Desgrange’s newspaper, L’Auto (now L’Equipe), sponsored the Tour to boost circulation. Two events sparked spectator interest in the race: in 1910 the riders were sent, for the first time, over the treacherous “Circle of Death” in mountain passes in the Pyrenees; and 1919 marked the introduction of the yellow jersey — yellow being the colour of paper on which L’Auto was printed.

The Tour de France continued to grow in popularity and has been thrilling people and challenging cyclists for well over a century. It is seen by many to be the pinnacle of cycling achievements. From the controversies to the coloured jerseys and the mountain climbs to the sprints, the Tour de France is one of the most iconic sporting events in the world and makes headline news every year.

With fascinating facts and remarkable stories behind this prestigious and gruelling event, dramatic victories and heart-wrenching defeats, this tiny tome dives into the legendary riders, epic battles and memorable moments, along with the passion, perseverance and perspiration, of this thrilling race.
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