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INTRODUCTION

You shouldn’t be reading this book, because Family Guy shouldn’t still be here. It seems inconceivable now, after four hundred episodes and over a quarter of a century, but the show was first cancelled in 2000 and then again in 2002. After premiering on the Fox network in January 1999, it was much-loved but little-seen, programmed against TV juggernauts and shunted around to different nights and time slots. It wasn’t until audiences discovered its first three seasons on DVD that Family Guy came back from the dead (or temporarily bested a relentless giant chicken).

The main reason it escaped the network’s clutches – much like a certain greased-up deaf guy – is the same reason it went from being a cult phenomenon to one of the longest running and most successful animated shows of all time: it is relentlessly funny. Creator Seth MacFarlane’s blend of irreverent wit, pop culture references and eagerness to push boundaries continues to find new viewers, some born long after Family Guy started airing (then stopped airing, then started again, then stopped again, then started again, clutching its knee and wincing the whole time). While it was famously skewered by its rival South Park for its non-sequitur approach to jokes, this has serendipitously made it uniquely suited to being watched, and shared, in chunks online.

Beyond the envelope-pushing jokes, patience-pushing gags and absurdist cutaway wisecracks, however, there’s something else behind Family Guy’s longevity: its characters have deepened over the years, becoming like old friends. Good Old-Fashioned Values is an attempt to capture the show’s essence: its wit, ridiculousness and occasionally profound observations. For the true experience, you should probably also take a random break to watch Conway Twitty performing “I See the Want To in Your Eyes” in its entirety.
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