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INTRODUCTION

Quite simply, Michael Jordan is one of the greatest sportsmen of all time. Even that doesn’t do him justice, though, as he’s also a legend off the court too. His story is both inspirational and aspirational, rising from humble beginnings to quickly prove himself and win fans in college. Fuelled by a ferocious work ethic, and brimming with natural talent, Jordan continued to rise higher and higher.

Drafted as the number three overall pick in the league by the Chicago Bulls in 1984, he soon became one of the most recognisable players in the league, known for his distinctive playing style and appetite for winning. Jordan led the Bulls to six NBA championship titles, becoming a genuine superstar along the way before calling time on a glorious career after 15 years… even if it wasn’t all without drama.

Jordan’s skillset on the court was matched by his business acumen off it. His momentous deal with Nike in 1984 to produce the now-iconic Air Jordan sneaker changed the world of sports-wear endorsement forever… and made Jordan a billionaire along the way.

Add that to the lead role in one of the biggest movies of the 1990s, Space Jam, and a smash-hit Netflix documentary, The Last Dance, and it’s clear that we may never see another sport star quite like Michael Jordan.

Whatever his achievements off-court, it is in basketball where his star shone brightest, with his remarkable stats and achievements, his ability to win games almost single-handedly, and, of course, that gift of soaring through the air in a superhuman way.

Jordan has been an inspiration to a generation of basketball stars, but, despite his ability to almost fly, his feet – in Air Jordans, of course – have always remained firmly on the ground.
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