
[image: ]



[image: ]




Copyright © 2024 Headline Publishing Group

The right of Malcolm Croft to be identified as the Author of the Work has been asserted by him in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

First published in 2025 by OH

An Imprint of HEADLINE PUBLISHING GROUP

Disclaimer:

This book is intended for general informational purposes only and should not be relied upon as recommending or promoting any specific practice, diet or method of treatment. It is not intended to diagnose, advise, treat or prevent any illness or condition and is not a substitute for advice from a professional practitioner of the subject matter contained in this book. You should not use the information in this book as a substitute for medication, nutritional, diet, spiritual or other treatment that is prescribed by your practitioner. Furthermore, the publisher is not affiliated with and does not sponsor or endorse any uses of or beliefs about in any way referred in this book.

Apart from any use permitted under UK copyright law, this publication may only be reproduced, stored, or transmitted, in any form, or by any means, with prior permission in writing of the publishers or, in the case of reprographic production, in accordance with the terms of licences issued by the Copyright Licensing Agency.

Cataloguing in Publication Data is available from the British Library

eISBN 978-1-03541-981-4

Compiled and written by: Malcolm Croft

Editorial: Saneaah Muhammad

Designed and typeset in Joanna Sans Nova by: Stephen Cary

Project manager: Russell Porter

Illustrations: Adobe Stock

Production: Arlene Lestrade

HEADLINE PUBLISHING GROUP

An Hachette UK Company

Carmelite House, 50 Victoria Embankment, London EC4Y 0DZ

www.headline.co.uk   www.hachette.co.uk




CONTENTS

rat

ox

tiger

rabbit

dragon

snake

horse

goat

monkey

rooster

dog

pig




introduction

For over 2,000 years, perhaps even much longer, the 12 astrological animal signs of the Chinese zodiac have helped countless people around Asia, and the rest of the world, under-stand their place, and their destiny, in the universe. Observing a lunisolar (lunar and solar) calendar in a 60-year cycle, the Chinese zodiac assigns 12 animal signs – Rat, Ox, Tiger, Rabbit, Dragon, Snake, Horse, Goat, Monkey, Rooster, Dog and Pig – to a specific year of birth in unity with one of the five earthly elements (fire, earth, water, wood, metal), with each new year represented by a different sign and element.

Today, the 12 animal signs are not only used to represent the passing of time in Chinese philosophy and culture but are also believed to highly influence personalities, career, compatibility, marriage and fortune, becoming an essential everyday guide for followers of the zodiac who wish to live as prosperous a life as possible.

Welcome to The Little Book of Chinese Horoscopes, a tiny tome for those seeking to advance their astrological aspirations, a compact compendium that will help you learn even more about yourself and your future, as is pre-destined by the universe. The closer you look and the more you learn, the more you’ll come to understand why the zodiac is so vital to so many citizens around the world and how you can use that knowledge to power up your precious time here on Earth. Your destiny lives within – let’s go find it. Enjoy!




the GREAT RACE

The Chinese zodiac and the astrological importance of the 12 animal signs all began with the jade emperor’s great race.



According to ancient myth, the Jade Emperor – Chinese culture’s primordial creation God – devised an endurance race on Earth to find out which animals would be deserving of a place on the Emperor’s lunar calendar.

The race included all the terrain on Earth, including a mighty, but dangerous, river. Whichever animals crossed the finishing line the fastest would be immortalized in the stars forever. Only 12 spots were available in accordance with the 12 new moon cycles that dictate earthly months, and each winner would have a year named after them – a cycle that would repeat every 12 years.

The smallest competitor, the Rat, was the first animal to win the Emperor’s Great Race, and takes its place as the first animal in the Chinese zodiac.
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