


[image: Snow Road Station by Elizabeth Hay]





Snow Road Station

Elizabeth Hay

[image: ]




Copyright © 2023 Elizabeth Hay

The right of Elizabeth Hay to be identified as the Author of the Work has been asserted by her in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988

First published in Canada in 2023 by

Alfred A. Knopf Canada,

a division of Penguin Random House Canada Limited

First published in Great Britain in 2024 by

Mountain Leopard Press

This eBook edition first published in 2024 by

Mountain Leopard Press

an imprint of

HEADLINE PUBLISHING GROUP

Apart from any use permitted under UK copyright law, this publication may only be reproduced, stored, or transmitted, in any form, or by any means, with prior permission in writing of the publishers or, in the case of reprographic production, in accordance with the terms of licences issued by the Copyright Licensing Agency.

All characters in this publication are fictitious and any resemblance to real persons, living or dead, is purely coincidental.

Cataloguing in Publication Data is available from the British Library

Cover photograph © Shutterstock.com

Cover design by Alexandra Allden

ISBN (eBook) 978 1 0354 1871 8

HEADLINE PUBLISHING GROUP

An Hachette UK Company

Carmelite House

50 Victoria Embankment

London EC4Y 0DZ

www.headline.co.uk

www.hachette.co.uk




Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

About the Author

Also by Elizabeth Hay

Praise for Snow Road Station

Dedication

Epigraph

Snow

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Chapter 14

Chapter 15

Chapter 16

Road

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Station

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Acknowledgements




About the Author

ELIZABETH HAY is the Giller Prize–winning author of six novels, including Late Nights on Air, His Whole Life, and A Student of Weather. Her memoir All Things Consoled won the Hilary Weston Writers’ Trust Prize for Nonfiction; her story collection Small Change was shortlisted for the Governor General’s Literary Award for Fiction. A former radio broadcaster, she spent a number of years in Mexico and New York City, and makes her home in Ottawa.




ALSO BY ELIZABETH HAY

All Things Consoled: A Daughter’s Memoir

His Whole Life

Alone in the Classroom

Late Nights on Air

Garbo Laughs

A Student of Weather

Small Change

Captivity Tales: Canadians in New York

The Only Snow in Havana

Crossing the Snow Line




Praise for Snow Road Station

One of The New Yorker’s Best Books of 2023

‘At the centre of this sensitive novel . . . is Lulu, a middle-aged actress who has returned to the hamlet of her youth for her nephew’s wedding . . . Hay makes a case for the simplicity of pleasure’

The New Yorker

‘A moving novel about ageing and transformation . . . Snow Road Station amazed me’

Peterborough Examiner

‘Like Elizabeth Strout with Olive Kitteridge and Lucy Barton, Hay has created a fictional world to which she returns, to great effect. Both His Whole Life and Snow Road Station stand on their own, but there’s real pleasure in reading them consecutively and re-encountering the characters at later stages of their lives—and in different lights’

The Literary Review of Canada

‘In this charming, engaging and eloquent novel, Lulu takes centre stage . . . Like all of Hay’s previous novels, Snow Road Station is a gift to be cherished’

Winnipeg Free Press

‘Joyous and lyrical, Snow Road Station is an ode to the North, in fact an ode to life itself, and all its possibilities’

Mary Lawson, bestselling author of A Town Called Solace

‘Snow Road Station is an exquisitely etched coming-of-middle-age story. With a touch by turns subtle and sensual, Elizabeth Hay explores the surprising differences—and crucial overlaps—between what we think makes us happy, and what actually does. Along the way, we are drawn imperceptibly into intimacy with characters who reckon with the past in order to remake their own—and perhaps the reader’s—notions of what family is’

Ann-Marie MacDonald, bestselling author of Fayne
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Grow accustomed to the desert

and the star

pouring down its incandescent

rays, which are

just a lamp to guide the treasured

child who’s late

Joseph Brodsky, “Lullaby”
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Joyous and lyrical’ Mary Lawson,
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