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For my Robocoppers

Karen Jeffery

&

Sarah van den Brink

Couldn’t have cracked primary school without you, you brilliant babes.

And in loving memory of

Sophie Pemberton

The fiercest of Tiger mums.

Until we dance again, my love.




The Flatford Gazette

Monday 24 October

High Times For St Nonnatus Caretaker

A local school caretaker was arrested last night on suspicion of cultivating a ‘substantial’ cannabis farm on school grounds.

Douglas ‘Dougie’ French stands accused of using a disused potting shed on the St Nonnatus Primary School allotment to grow multiple plants of the Class B drug. Officers were called to the scene around 7.30pm when the shed caught fire due to an electrical fault.

‘It was chaos,’ an eye-witness reported. ‘The whole lot literally went puff. Thank God the kids weren’t here – you could smell it everywhere. Firefighters were wandering around the playground calculating the square root of a ladybird. The pensioners’ ukulele club in the hall went from “Living La Vida Loca” to “Comfortably Numb”. And when Ahmed’s Curbab Van pulled up outside, you had more chance of getting the last lifeboat off the Titanic than a chicken shawarma.’

‘Mr French’s employment has been terminated with immediate effect,’ confirmed long-serving headteacher Claudia Stitchwell, 63, on the last night of the half-term holidays. ‘I will not tolerate vice of any kind at St Nonnatus. School will open as normal tomorrow and I will be broadening my exclusion policy on harmful substances.

‘From Monday, the following will be strictly banned from the grounds: chocolate, crisps, ice cream, football, skipping ropes, stickers, post-colonial children’s novels, merchandise from Smiggle, the Guardian, the oeuvre of Taylor Swift, discussion of Netflix sitcoms and Liberal Democrats.’

But many were quick to defend Mr French, a much-loved member of the school community who has been tending the grounds for over thirty years.

‘Dougie’s totally harmless – he just can’t tell his grass from his elbow,’ one parent insisted. ‘He thought he was growing oregano, bless him. Which, now I think about it, might explain the immense popularity of his spag bol at the church’s last potluck supper. And why five of us then signed up for a timeshare in Giggleswick.’

Unexploded WW2 Mine Removed From Play Park

‘It felt like the right time,’ says council health-and-safety inspector.

Local Artist Sets New World Record

‘It was worth it to see all the pieces come together,’ says the architect of the million-matchstick model of the Burj Khalifa. ‘Although, with hindsight, I wouldn’t have stored it so near my sandpaper collage of Dusty Springfield.’




St Nonnatus Primary School Class List (Confidential)

Tiger Class – Year 6

Teacher: Mr Ben Andrews

TA (shared with Owls): Mrs Kiera Fisher

Autumn Term




	Child

	Parents/Carers

	Siblings






	BOLTON, Emily

	Eric Bolton (Mr)

	Katie (Owls – Yr 4)




	BOURNE, Maisie

	Alistair Bourne (Mr) & Naomi Klein (Dr)

	Leo (Owls – Yr 4)

Millie (Bumblebees – Yr 1)




	BRIGHTMAN, Phoebe

	Jane (Mrs) and Nigel (Mr) Brightman

	Kitty (Dolphins – Yr 3)




	BROCK, Simeon

	Dustin (Mr) and Barney (Mr) Brock

	n/a




	BROWN, Damian

	Laura Sullivan (Ms)

	n/a




	DARWISH, Omar

	Mariam Darwish (Mrs)***

	Suleiman (Badgers – Yr 2)




	DAVIES, Oliver

	Florence Bryant (Ms)*

Karl Davies (Mr)*

	Matilda (FHS)




	DOOLEY, Matthew

	Sharon (Mrs) and Stanley (Mr) Dooley

	Hope (Tigers – Yr 6)




	DOOLEY, Hope

	Sharon (Mrs) and Stanley (Mr) Dooley

	Matthew (Tigers – Yr 6)




	FISHER, Grace

	Kiera (Mrs) & Matt (Mr)

	Taylor (FHS)




	FORMAN, Beth

	Karen (Mrs) & David (Dr)

	n/a




	GHANI, Adel

	Local Authority

(Key Worker = Tom Munro)

	n/a




	JAMESON, Amelia

	Felicity (Mrs) and Brian (Mr)

	Daisy-May (Dolphins – Yr 3)




	JONES, Verity

	Tanya (Mrs) & Susan (Mrs)

	Hope (Koalas – Yr 5)




	KACZMAREK, Aleksander

	Zofia (Mrs) & Marcin (Mr)

	Albin (Dolphins – Yr 3)




	KHAN, Khadija

	Fatima (Mrs) & Rayan (Mr) Khan

	Bushra (Dolphins – Yr 3)




	KOVALENKO, Ivanna

	Maria (Mrs) & Borys (Mr) Kovalenko***

	Yana (Owls – Yr 4)




	LEONARD, Archie

	Petra Forrest (Ms) & Anthony Leonard (Mr) **

	n/a




	McCALL, Sasha

	Annie (Mrs) & Ian (Mr) McCall

	Amy (Owls – Yr 4)




	McENZIE-ROBERTS, William

	Stella (Mrs) & Richard (Mr) McEnzie-Roberts

	Henry (Dolphins – Yr 3)




	MISTRY, Anya

	Priya Mistry (Ms)

	n/a




	MONTGOMERY, Elijah

	Sarah (Mrs) & Ian (Mr) Montgomery

	Bess (Badgers – Yr 2)




	PHILLIPS, Zac

	Leanne Potter (Miss)

	Julia – FHS




	RICHARDSON, Jacob

	Jenna Richardson (Ms) & Mike Cone (Mr)

	Beatrice – FHS




	ROSE, Finley

	Donna Sargent (Ms)

	n/a




	THOMPSON, Theo

	Rosemary (Mrs) & Nigel (Mr) Thompson

	n/a




	WHITE, Riley

	Jennifer (Mrs) & Felix (Mr) White

	Lily (Rainbow – Nursery)






* = Contact Separately

** = Contact details missing/form not returned

*** = Language support required

FHS – Flatford High School




* TEAM TIGERS! *

Every Friday, the Star of the Week will take Tickly Tiger home for the weekend!

Use this diary to tell us all about his adventures with you!

Tickly Tiger’s Diary!


Date: Monday 24 October

This weekend I went home with: Theo

On Saturday, my mum made Tickly Tiger homemade quinoa pancakes with an organic strawberry compote. Then we did some yoga and mindful meditation before Tickly helped me with my homework as we both believe that a good education is important for my development. In the afternoon we went for a long walk in the woods to get some fresh air and then we gave money to a homeless person outside Waitrose.

On Sunday we did a jigsaw puzzle together as a family while listening to Mahler before making musical instruments out of our recycling and pretending to be our own orchestra with Tickly as the conductor! Mummy said we should do something for charity, so we cleared out our cupboards and took lots of tins of chickpeas to the food bank. Then we went to the Flatford Museum to learn more about our town’s heritage. It had some old farm equipment and paintings of girls getting drowned for witchcraft.

Normally I just play on my X-box and mummy and daddy drink wine out of a box, so it was a good weekend.







PARENTCHAT

Clearer Community Communication

ST NONNATUS CE PRIMARY

Ora et labora

Year 6 Tiger Class

click here for group info

Mon 24 Oct

18.17

Tanya

Hi everyone!

Hope you all had a great half term?

Anyone else coming to school tonight?

I made cake. . .

Kids can play in the library (my pair are there).

Miss Stitchwell has a special announcement.

Priya

Ah Bitchwell.

Please let it be true she’s retiring [image: Praying hands emoji]

And nah – I’m stuck here.

I have to nit-comb my bloody daughter before Brownies.

Al

Please let it be true she’s retiring.

Amen.

Claudia Stitchwell

Worst head ever.

(And that includes your Anya – nits again, Pri?)

My sitter Casey’s got Covid, sorry Tan.

Priya

Worst head ever.

She is a shocker.

Who bans stickers?!

(@Al – didn’t Casey have Covid three weeks ago?

Although not so badly she couldn’t snog Dean Blunt outside the chippie instead of letting you go to SuperSpin?)

Sharon

She is a shocker.

My Matthew got a playtime detention for laughing!

Zofia

I heard that she charges her own staff for tea and coffee!

And has banned birthday cakes as ‘sinful’.

Priya

Have you seen her go at the bake sales?

She nearly took Fiona Churchill out over a marshmallow slice!

Donna has joined the group ‘Year 6 Tiger Class’

Donna

Er – Hi everyone!

I’m Donna, Finley’s mum – new to the school

[image: Three waving hand emojis]

Just moved in today, we start tomorrow!

Tanya gave me this group’s login. . .

Hope I’m in the right place!

Tanya

Oh Donna!

So sorry – meant to introduce you.

It’s been a bit mad here this afternoon. . .

One disaster after another!

Welcome to Tiger Class!

I’ve got Verity in Tigers and Hope in Koalas (Year 5).

I’m also class rep and PTA chair so if you need anything, just sing out.

Petra

I’m Donna, Finley’s mum – new to the school

[image: Three waving hand emojis]

Hi Donna – I’m Archie’s mum.

Has anyone seen his PE top?

Priya

I made cake. . .

Why waste one on Stitchwell?!

Your cakes are the best! Save me a slice!

And hey Donna! I belong to Anya.

(We only just joined last year, so we’re noobs too!)

Felicity

I’m on my way Tanya!

But I’m not staying long – I’m off tomorrow!

And if I’m not eating for a month, I’m doing it with your cake in my guts!

Priya

Oh – your wellness retreat!

It would take more than four weeks in Turkey to detox me. . .

Have fun Flick, you’ve earned it.

Felicity

Thanks lovely!

See you all when I’m back xxx

Al

Have the best time, Flick.

Hello Donna!

I’m the proud(ish) owner of Maisie (Tigers), Leo (Owls) and Millie (Bumblebees).

Sharon

I won’t be there, Tanya – it’s Hattie’s cookery class tonight.

Coq au vin, right up my street [image: Three smirking face emojis]!

And hi Donna! Matthew and Hope’s nan here.

You can’t miss us!

(See ya Flick! Hope they don’t stick too much up your bum.)

(Unless you paid extra [image: Kissing face emoji ])

Tanya

Worst head ever.

Miss Stitchwell’s not that bad. . .

Can’t believe it if she’s really going.

St Nonnatus won’t be the same without her.

And the cake has nearly gone already!

Serves you right for not coming. . .

Petra

Has anyone seen his PE top?

He definitely had it when he left home this morning, so if you could please check your child’s sports bag. . .

Sharon

Miss Stitchwell’s not that bad . . .

Tanya. You’re a sweetheart.

But Stitchwell’s an arse. Always has been.

The Reverend was no better, may he rot in peace.

Like father like daughter.

I hope to Christ she is leaving, not a moment too soon.

Donna

I’m the proud(ish) owner of Maisie (Tigers), Leo (Owls) and Millie (Bumblebees).

Wow – you’ve got your hands full!

I only just about cope with one!

Tanya

So Donna:

Miss Stitchwell has asked everyone to come to the hall tonight.

To commemorate her late father.

And because she has an announcement.

(Oh – and put the Xmas Fayre in your diary for 17 Dec.

We’ll need all hands to the plough.)

Al

I only just about cope with one!

Ha! I stopped coping circa 2015.

Zofia

I heard that Kiera was asked to make the Rev’s sympathy card!

Apparently there wasn’t enough in the whip round to buy one.

I put in 10p just to make the point.

Sharon

I’d love to have been a fly on the wall when Kiera told them where to shove their sympathy and their card!

I gave 5p in protest.

Priya

I donated £25 to Stonewall, just to piss Stitchwell off.

Donna

Kiera?

Al

Kiera?

Her Grace is in Tigers, but Kiera’s not on here.

She’s staff, so separates church from state.

She’s a TA for two classes, plus lunch shifts.

I’ve known her since school, she’s a powerhouse – we’re all in awe.

Priya

You might be. . .

Al

All we nice, normal people are in awe. . .

Stella

But Stitchwell’s an arse. Always has been.

The Reverend was no better, may he rot in peace.

Sharon – might I remind you again about our community guidelines?

I’m sure our newest member doesn’t want to hear your potty mouth.

Hello Donna. I’m William’s mother in Tigers and Henry’s in Dolphins (Year 3).

Mike

Does anyone know if it’s swimming tomorrow?

(Welcome Donna – I’m Jacob’s stepdad xxx)

Jenna

Mike – it’s on our fridge, you doughnut!

I’ll be home late, but I’ll put the dates in the calendar xxx

Mike

Thanks babe.

Thank God for this group or you and I would never speak!

Sharon

I’m sure our newest member doesn’t want to hear your potty mouth.

Sorry, Mother Superior. . .

And to you Donna.

Forgive me, I’m common as muck.

(And Mike and Jenna – keep your marriage in the bedroom where it belongs [image: Winking face emoji])

Donna

And to you Donna.

Forgive me, I’m common as muck.

Haha! None taken. And me too!

You’re a lot livelier than my last class!

They just asked for the spellings!

You all sound fun!

Sharon

Yeah we are, darlin. . . [image: Grinning devil emoji]

Tanya

Right – Miss Stitchwell’s asked us all to put our phones away!

(Well, told us really!)

Speak later xxx

Priya

Nooooo!!!

No! Send us live updates!

It’s you or Love Island!

Let us know it’s happened!

#singlesaddo!

Zofia

Does anyone know if it’s swimming tomorrow?

No – there’s been an outbreak of threadworm at the council pool, I heard about it from Rachel S’s mum.

Tanya

No! Send us live updates!

OK.

Txetng in my handbig.

Soz 4 mistaaakers.

STIChewll spking on stag

Tlaking about the late Rev.

Sharon

Arsehole.

Stella

Sharon!

The dear Reverend is still warm in his grave.

Show some respect.

Sharon

Oh please.

He was a nasty, nasty bastard.

Good riddance.

What do you think she’ll do?

Al

Rachel S?

Have a bum like a Mr Whippy machine, poor kid.

We used to dread worms on the ward. . .

Priya

Stitchwell, you fool. . .

That school is her whole life.

What will she do now?

Sharon

That woman has terrorised generations of my family.

So long as she’s gone – who gives a crap?

Al

Still Rachel S. . .

Petra

Has anyone seen his PE top?

It has a small tear in the collar and a bit of discolouration from where I tried to bleach out a nose bleed.

Tanya

OMFSTG!!

Shs nit gnggg!!@!!!

Priya

What?

Al

Speak English, girl?

Jennie

Does anyone know how to get Tippex out of a jumper?

Tanya

OH MY DAYS!!

Stitchwell isn’t going!!

I repeat, she’s not retiring!

Priya

WHAT?! No?!

Al

You’re fucking kidding?

(Sorry Stella – needs must.)

That’s it.

Screw being a stay-at-home dad.

I’m going back to nursing.

We’re going private.

Sharon

What gives?

Tanya

V quick – Stitchwell’s gone to switch the dishwasher off.

(I’m sure Hattie did that on purpose!)

But she’s just announced she’s staying.

For another FIVE YEARS!

Ben Andrews looks like he’s going to have an embolism.

Zofia

Not surprised.

I heard he turned down the deputy headship at Shottsford House.

Apparently Stitchwell told him he was a shoo-in for the Head job when she retired.

I can’t believe it, he would have been SO good, I love Ben. . .

Sharon

Oh yeah – Mr A’s the best.

Cute too. . .

If I were 20 years younger. . .

Al

You’d still be 10 years too old for him. . . [image: Kissing face emoji]

Eric

Hi Everyone!

Just to say that the girls and I will be at Flatford FC’s cup game on Saturday!

We’re home to Easthampton – local derby!

Donna

Ben Andrews?

Priya

Sorry Donna. . . Ben is the deputy head.

And Tiger class teacher this year (yay!)

He’s the best, Finley will love him.

All the kids do.

Sharon

And the grannies. . .

Tanya

Bick again.

Ben lks like hes chewed s wasp.

Clive is grnning.

Sharon

Clive’s such a creep.

Gives me the willies.

And not the good kind.

(Calm down, Stella)

Donna

Sorry. Again.

But. . . Clive?

Priya

Mr Baxendale.

He’s to school bursars what Ebenezer Scrooge was to Just Giving.

Eric

We’re home to Easthampton – local derby!

So this Saturday.

Pies and pints (or pop) at the Crown and Anchor after.

This is our year!

I can feel it!

Anyone in?

Sharon

He’s to school bursars what Ebenezer Scrooge was to Just Giving.

And not at all cute.

I just can’t believe Stitchwell.

She’s worse than Rasputin.

Or a cockroach.

She’s Cocksputin.

Stella

Sharon!

Sharon

Oh, keep yer wimple on. . .

Laura

Yup – can you get the chunky knit, it’s better for socks. . .

Laura

Sorry – wrong group!

Al

It’s the kids I feel sorry for. They hate her.

Priya

We all hate her.

At least we’re leaving this year.

Al

Speak for yourself!

Millie’s only in Year 1. We’re lifers. . .

Petra

It has a small tear in the collar and a bit of discolouration from where I tried to bleach out a nose bleed.

Archie thinks he got changed near Simeon and Oliver, so if their parents are on here, could you just check?

Tanya

OMG!!

999

999

999

Priya

Don’t tell me. . .

Stitchwell’s starting an after-school club for oppressing minorities?

Al

She’s representing the UK at Eurovision?

Sharon

She’s surgically removing the stick up her arse?

Dustin

Archie thinks he got changed near Simeon and Oliver, so if their parents are on here, could you just check?

Hi – one of Simeon’s Dads here – we don’t have Archie’s top.

But I just checked his bag and we do have Zac’s shorts, Khadijah’s sun hat, Phoebe’s sock and Oliver’s pants. . .

Priya

Tanya? Tan?

Everything okay over there?

Karen

Hey – Anyone got this week’s spellings?

Sorry – ‘Wow Words’?

Beth’s are already in my tumble dryer filter.

Al

You okay Tan?

Eric

Anyone in?

Perhaps I’ll start a separate chat group!

Things get a bit lost on here, don’t they!

Rosie

Hey – Anyone got this week’s spellings?

Yes. They are:

Incredible

Beautiful

Terrifying

Vicious

Intelligent

Exuberant

Colossal

Skilful

Adventurous

Abrasive

Or at least, those are Theo’s.

He’s in the Purple group.

The top one.

I think it’s his strong spellings that earned him Star of the Week.

Sharon

Tanya?

You okay, love?

Flo

But I just checked his bag and we do have Zac’s shorts, Khadijah’s sun hat, Phoebe’s sock and Oliver’s pants . . .

I’m so sorry!

I have no idea how my son managed to come home without his pants. . .

(Must take after his father, the cheating sod.)

(My ex, I mean. Not Olly.)

(Although I’m deeply suspicious of his performance in the eight times table test.)

Karl

Hey! The eight times table test isn’t on me. . .

Flo

Unlike Sandra from Procurement.

Karen

He’s in the Purple group.

The top one.

There are groups?!

I thought they all got the same?

Dustin

I have no idea how my son managed to come home without his pants . . .

LOL! Not a problem. I’ll wash them and get them back to you.

Karl

Oh God no. Burn them. They’re probably communicable.

Flo

Just like Sandra from Procurement.

Al

Tanya?

We were only playing – everything okay over there?

Mike

Relax. . .

She’s probably just had one too many from Hattie’s infamous PTA punchbowl.

Rosie

There are groups?!

There are.

Purple, Yellow and Green.

To denote different levels of ability.

Theo is in Purple.

The top one.

Sharon

She’s probably just had one too many from Hattie’s infamous PTA punchbowl.

OMG – Hattie’s bloody punch!

We got so pissed at the Spring Quiz Night we ended up on the climbing frame at 2am.

Naked.

Al

Hattie’s the best.

Have you seen what she’s done with the library?

What other dinner lady would do that?

Zofia

Yeah, it’s stunning.

Feeding their bodies and their minds.

Absolute icon.

Fatima

Yes. They are:

Incredible

Beautiful

Terrifying

Vicious

Intelligent

Exuberant

Colossal

Skilful

Adventurous

Abrasive

FFS??!! (Sorry Stella.)

What 10-year-old uses the word ‘abrasive’ in a sentence??!!

Karen

Not Beth.

She’s a Green apparently.

Priya

Tanya???

Just check in, babe. . .

Al

What 10 year old uses the word ‘abrasive’ in a sentence??!!

‘I just found a really abrasive booger up my nose.’

(And don’t sweat it, Karen. We’re Yellow and proud!)

Donna

‘I just found a really abrasive booger up my nose.’

Haha!

‘This Chablis is a little abrasive when paired with my pickled onion Monster Munch.’

#TeamYellowForTheWin

#NotAtTheSpellingBeeThough

Sharon

Oh Donna, love.

You’re gonna fit in just fine. . .

Tanya

Oh my God.

Guys. . .

I don’t know how to tell you this. . .

Priya

Go on?!

Sharon

Use your Wow Words.

Al

Is everything okay?

Tanya

It’s Stitchwell.

She’s

Priya

Satan incarnate?

Al

On trend?

Donna

Abrasive?

Tanya

She’s dead.

Priya

. . .

Al

. . .

Sharon

. . .

Donna

. . .

Laura

Yeah, but the zips are all wrong.

Laura

Sorry – wrong group!

Rosie

. . .

Mike

. . .

Dustin

. . .

Fatima

. . .

Flo

. . .

Stella

. . .

Karl

. . .

Petra

That’s so awful.

My prayers are with her loved ones on this darkest of days.

(The PE top is named, btw.)
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