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Hold a junk fashion show
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Construct a lava lamp
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Build a solar system mobile
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Freeze fruity ice lollies
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Create a magic shape shifter







[image: Illustration]



Contents

1. Play ‘Who am I?’

2. Concoct bath bombs

3. Create crossword cards

4. Mix up a dip fest

5. Play balloon stomp

6. Grow an eggcup micro garden

7. Make a play dough ice-cream parlour

8. Wrap the mummy

9. Craft pom-poms

10. Weave a multi-braided bracelet

11. Pour colour-changing drinks

12. Hold a junk fashion show

13. Hold a dress-up race

14. Conjure up ice cream in a bag

15. Pitch an indoor camp

16. Teach yourself a card game

17. Set up a school

18. Remodel your bedroom

19. Compete in hands-free ping pong

20. Learn some dice games

21. Watch water walk

22. Construct a parachute

23. Make your own jigsaw

24. Construct a card tower

25. Learn to finger knit

26. Play patience

27. Fashion some spoon dolls

28. Create a boredom buster

29. Take and lift fingerprints

30. Craft stained glass lanterns

31. Try out hairstyles

32. Learn to paper patchwork and decoupage

33. Mix bath paints

34. Create your own bingo game

35. Set up a café

36. Build a shoebox house

37. Have an indoor snowball fight

38. Create a kaleidoscope

39. Make a flipbook

40. Set up a spa

41. See how low you can go

42. Construct a no-sew shoulder bag

43. Hunt the thingy

44. Model with salt dough

45. Make green gloop

46. Race around the world

47. Make an I-spy jar

48. Become a mind reader

49. Craft paper flowers

50. Construct a picture frame

51. Freeze fruity ice lollies

52. Create a magic shape shifter

53. Make a heart garland

54. Draw optical illusions

55. Grow a garden from scraps

56. Catapult marshmallows

57. Make wind instruments

58. Design your own board game

59. Make an organiser

60. Hold a butter-making race

61. Hold an indoor treasure hunt

62. Make corner bookmarks

63. Wrap a yarn tin vase

64. Make fifteens

65. Prepare a fruity melon bowl

66. Booby trap your bedroom

67. Play flap the fish

68. Create a word search

69. Construct a lava lamp

70. Prepare fresh strawberry tiramisu

71. Fold an origami fortune-teller

72. Build a marble run

73. Set up an indoor obstacle course

74. Launch a Magnus glider

75. Build a solar system mobile

76. Make a no-sew pencil case

77. Create pinwheel sandwiches

78. Play shadow charades

79. Create silhouette portraits

80. Make rainbow fruit kebabs

81. Play the glasses

82. Craft with papier-mâché

83. Run your own library

84. Erupt a volcano

85. Learn a magic trick

86. Decorate a tablecloth

87. Create a jellyfish in a bottle

88. Play wink murder

89. Give your room a view

90. Plant a terrarium

91. Try salt painting

92. Fold a mini book

93. Make string block prints

94. Master 3D drawing

95. Play sticky note scramble

96. Make egg-shaped sculptures

97. Make a severed finger box

98. Catapult a paper plane

99. Set up a juice bar

100. Roll paper beads

101. Have a backwards day

[image: Illustration]




How to use this ebook

Select one of the chapters from the main contents list and you will be taken straight to that chapter.



Look out for linked text (which is blue) throughout the ebook that you can select to help you navigate between related sections.



You can double tap images to increase their size. To return to the original view, just tap the cross in the top left-hand corner of the screen.



About this book

Sadly, there are days where you simply can’t get outside to play: when rain has caused a small river to form outside your house, you have a six-foot snowdrift blocking the front door, a heatwave is making people spontaneously combust or you’ve had a truly disastrous haircut that you can’t risk anyone seeing.

Yes, on these days, even I might think it’s okay to stay inside.

But... and I know I’m going to shock you here... that doesn’t mean you have to turn on a screen.

In fact, children, gather round, and let me tell you an incredible story. Long, long ago, when dinosaurs roamed the Earth and your parents were kids themselves, people didn’t have smartphones, tablet computers, an app for everything or 20 million TV channels.

And do you know the truly amazing part of this tale? They still had FUN!

I know. Unbelievable, isn’t it?

Just to prove I’m not making this up, I have gathered together 101 of these mystical ‘screen-free’ activities. So off you go. What are you waiting for?

There are mummies to wrap, green gloop to make, fingerprints to lift, scrap gardens to grow and volcanoes to erupt.

And when you’ve finished, if it’s still raining or your hair hasn’t grown back, I might even have time to tell you another amazing tale. How about ‘when fast food didn’t exist’ or ‘the time before plastic’?

I know! Crazy but true!
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Play ‘Who am I?’


you will need: paper, pens or pencils, bag, timer (for second version)



This is a guessing game. And no, it does not involve guessing your own name. I mean, I’m hoping you know the answer to that, otherwise I am going to get seriously worried about you.

No, this involves guessing other people’s names.

There are two ways to play. The first involves all players sitting in a circle facing each other. Everyone secretly writes the name of someone famous on a piece of paper before passing it face-down to the person on their left. When you have your piece of paper you hold it on your forehead, facing outwards but without looking at it yourself.

Now begins the guessing. Each player, in turn, asks a question about their person, for example, ‘Am I fictional?’ or ‘Am I male?’. If the answer is ‘Yes’ you can ask another question and keep going until you get a ‘No’, at which point the next player gets a turn. The first person to guess correctly wins.

The other version involves working in teams, so needs at least four people to play. Cut or fold and tear some paper so you have lots of small blank rectangles to write on. Everyone gets the same number of ‘blanks’ each (perhaps 15–30) and secretly writes names of well-known people or characters before folding these over so the others can’t see. When everyone’s finished, these are all put into a bag and shaken well.

When the other team sets the timer for 1 minute and yells ‘Go’ the clue giver pulls out one piece of paper at a time and tries to describe the person until their fellow team members can guess the name. And before you get clever, no you can’t say ‘It begins with D,’ or ‘It sounds like Javid Heckham’. That’s cheating!

Each round a different person has a go at pulling out the pieces of paper and being the clue-giver.

After all the names have been guessed, the team with the most right answers wins.

Tip: If you want to make it a little easier you can give each team one free ‘pass’ for each round, which they can use if a name proves particularly tricky.
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