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For Lottie the family dog, Fudge the radio dog, Milly

the publishing dog, Elvis the artist dog, Rosie the

babysitting dog, Phizzy the creative dog, Harvey the

driving-and-jiving dog, Stumpy the seaside dog, Gus and

Billy the Floridian dogs and Alfie the pub dog.

 

And in loving memory of Sally and Panda, the two

greatest picnic raiders on the South Coast. 
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Dogs are our link to paradise

They don’t know evil or

jealousy or discontent

Milan Kundera

 

From feral beast to man’s best friend, the domesticated wolf has been the object of human affection for centuries. As a well-loved pet, as a key member of the workforce or as vital support for those who depend on them for practical assistance in daily life, the dog is quite simply the most popular animal on the planet. 

Featured in literature, film and television and even in advertising, they also play a crucial part in defending the country and in medical science, their brilliant noses detecting potentially lethal devices and tumours as easily as they might sniff out a butcher’s window in a bustling high street. 

But it is for their company that we most appreciate dogs. Their loyalty, intelligence, affection and generosity of spirit, coupled with their sheer enthusiasm for life, makes them the very best of animal companions; through good times and bad a dog will remain a reassuring constant, wagging a merry tail to acknowledge your joys and providing a sympathetic furry neck into which to shed your tears. 

Demanding little in return beyond food, love, walks and perhaps a ball to fetch, the rewards of dog ownership are rich. As the American comedienne and actress Gilda Radner observed: ‘I think dogs are the most amazing creatures; they give unconditional love. For me they are the role model for being alive.’ 

This book is a celebration of canine role models everywhere. I hope that you enjoy it as much as a particularly good walk with your dog.

Vicky Barkes

March 2011

 

 

 

 

 

 

No one can fully understand

the meaning of love unless

he’s owned a dog.

Gene Hill

[image: images]



OEBPS/images/3paws.jpg
a ar Yo





OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
DOG LOVER’S
Digest

Vicky Barkes






OEBPS/images/p3-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/p3-2.jpg
T e Do NI o





