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INTRODUCTION

When life gets difficult and we find ourselves in need of guidance, it’s often hard to know who to turn to. When friends can’t provide the answers to our dilemmas, sometimes we find ourselves turning to the great inspirational thinkers from past eras.

Charles Dickens is one such person. Considered by many to be the greatest author of the Victorian period, he rose from humble beginnings and poverty to a position of great influence and respect. His work represented and cultivated the conscience of Victorian England, dealing with social issues big and small with a rigour and humour that still resonates today in the twenty-first century.

Reflecting the experiences of his life, Dickens’ writing encompasses many themes and settings, from child poverty to the convoluted British legal system to the conflicts of family life. From his debut novel, The Pickwick Papers, up to the unfinished and posthumously published The Mystery of Edwin Drood, Charles Dickens’ work offers an unmatched combination of humour, intrigue and pathos, and insight into the human condition.

With this in mind, what better author could there be to guide us through the trials and tribulations of everyday (and not-so-everyday) life? Who else is there who can teach us the benefits of being a madman, how to gain a free meal with rhetoric and why one should never visit the county town of Essex?

That was a memorable day to me, for it made great changes in me. But, it is the same with any life. Imagine one selected day struck out of it, and think how different its course would have been. Pause you who read this, and think for the moment of the long chain of iron or gold, of thorns or flowers, that would never have bound you, but for the formation of the first link on one memorable day.

GREAT EXPECTATIONS

Every day is precious and every decision possibly life-changing. So why not take a moment and ask yourself: What Would Dickens Do?
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