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To Jesse James Garrett










There is a new profession of trail blazers, those who  find delight in the task of establishing useful trails  through the enormous mass of the common record. The  inheritance from the master becomes, not only his  additions to the world’s record, but for his disciples the  entire scaffolding by which they were erected. 

—VANNEVAR BUSH, 
“AS WE MAY THINK,” JULY 1945











Preface

Early in 1999, I discovered an intriguing kind of website. Maintained by individuals who were infectiously passionate about the Web, these sites consisted of endlessly updated pointers to other sites, usually accompanied by brash, even outrageous, commentary. In January of that year, one of these sites posted a list of twelve others, referring to them as “weblogs.” Intrigued by their self-assured voices and the value I found in being referred to sites that were reliably smart, useful, and funny, I never looked back.

In April 1999 I began my own weblog, Rebecca’s Pocket. Since then I have been privileged to watch a community form, define itself, grow, redefine itself, and grow some more. I have watched individual weblogs debut, mature, and die. I’ve seen the genre stretch to include a more diaristic style of site. I have read (and been interviewed for) mass-media pieces that seemed almost to get it, and many, many more that didn’t have a clue. During this time, the community of webloggers has expanded far beyond anyone’s expectation. New types and novel uses for weblogs surprise even the oldest, most visionary enthusiasts of the genre. The size of the weblog community now defies enumeration, and new weblogs are being created every day.

Webloggers are opinionated people, and this book is as opinionated as I am. It is a distillation of my best thinking about weblogs based on what I have observed, what I have done, and what I have learned. It is based on personal experience, but I have attempted to make it as fair and complete as I possibly could. Weblogs first rose to prominence as a means of personal expression. I have generally directed the book to the maintainer of the personal site, but I have addressed the issues of the business-oriented weblog when appropriate. Most of what I say will apply equally to everyone who maintains a weblog, whatever its purpose or type.

If you are interested in starting your own weblog, I hope this book will provide you with the inspiration and practical advice you need to do so. If you already maintain a weblog, I hope that The Weblog Handbook will provide you with new ways of looking at your weblog and the community of which you are a part.


Rebecca Blood 
March 2002 
www.rebeccablood.net
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