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PRE-PREAMBLE

The Constitution is America’s instruction manual. Think of it as our “Terms and Conditions,” because like other terms and conditions most of us don’t know what’s in it. Only 39 percent of American adults can name the 3 branches of government despite their being outlined in the Constitution’s first 3 articles. It’s weird that a country run by “the People” is full of people who don’t know how it runs. I’m not a conspiracy theorist, but it seems convenient—for some—that most of us are in the dark. If we don’t know how our government works, it’s hard for us to hold our elected leaders accountable. In a way, our ignorance is their permanence and also JUST KIDDING, I AM A CONSPIRACY THEORIST. IT’S A CONSPIRACY.

Looking at our education system today, I don’t really get why most schools shoehorn “how government works” into U.S. history or social studies. It feels like a class that deserves exclusive focus. Growing up I remember nodding along to the names of our founders, the dates of pivotal events, and the stories of how we came to be. They’re all interesting to an extent, but I also felt like we were BOMBARDED BY HISTORY. Teachers were SO PUMPED about America’s beginnings that the actual info on how it functions was lost. Often times I just wanted someone to say, “Here’s how our government works, and here’s how you can affect it.”

BTW

Having said that—when I feel like context is needed—I’ll throw it here. “BTW” gives background, “FYI” defines stuff, “IMO” proposes things, and “N/A” means it no longer applies. Read them, skip them, or alternate. Do you.
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FYI

It’s good to know terms. The “federal” government applies to all states and territories, which each has their own government. In addition to the 50 states there are 5 permanently inhabited territories—American Samoa (49,710 people), the Northern Mariana Islands (47,329 people), the U.S. Virgin Islands (87,146 people), Guam (153,836 people), and Puerto Rico (3,285,874 million people). American Samoa, the Northern Mariana Islands, and Puerto Rico have their own constitutions—as does each state—and the Northern Mariana Islands and Puerto Rico are “commonwealths” where Congress can’t take away their right to self-government (in this meaning of the word). But unlike states, territories lack congressional voting representation and the ability to vote for president (and for American Samoa, U.S. citizenship). There are also 9 permanently uninhabited territories—Baker Island, Howland Island, Jarvis Island, Johnston Atoll, Kingman Reef, Midway Atoll (40 wildlife workers), Navassa Island, Palmyra Atoll (20 scientists), and Wake Island (100 military personnel), and 2 disputed uninhabited territories—Bajo Nuevo Bank (disputed with Colombia) and Serranilla Bank (disputed with Colombia and Nicaragua). The federal government also governs Washington, D.C. (689,545 people), aka the seat of government, and it affects U.S. citizens living abroad. But the 574 federally recognized Native American tribes, on 324 federally administered reservations, with 1.3 million residents total, are largely left to local control. And then within states and territories there are cities, counties, towns, townships, and school districts with their own local governments. But this book covers the federal government and parts of state governments, since that’s what our Constitution establishes. Now that you know the federal government’s entire jurisdiction, let’s continue.

Because, in truth, I find our historical fixation sort of pompous, to the point of muddying the actual rules. It’s like approaching a recipe by analyzing the mind-set of the chef when he devised it. Were there exigent circumstances at the time of his cooking? Were his ingredients limited because of weather conditions or a lack of proximity to trade? Did he consider other chefs’ approaches before attempting his own? This may bring greater understanding to the dish, but also, just tell me how to make the quiche.







[image: image]




OEBPS/images/Art_P3.jpg
30 STATES

Alabama Alaska Arizona Arkansas  California Colorado Connccticut
. ‘i ’ w . '
Delaware Florida Georgia Hawaii Idaho Hlinois Indiana
PE J
-
Sw
Towa Kansas Kentucky Louisiana Maine Maryland Massachusetts
Michigan Minnesota Mississippi ~ Missouri
Montana Nebraska Nevada New Hampshire
- ‘ S .,j! ‘\ Washington D.C. ‘ ‘
New Jersey New Mexico New York North Carolina  North Dakota Ohio Oklahoma
Oregon Pennsylvania ~ RhodeIsland ~ South Carolina South Dakota Tennessee Texas
k)
Utah Vermont Virginia Washington West Virginia Wisconsin Wyoming

e Faq

PERMANENTLY INMABITED TERRITORIES

American Samoa Guam Northern Mariana Islands Puerto Rico U.S. Virgin Islands

¢ L= =

i~





OEBPS/images/Art_facebook.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_star.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_ins.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_Pvii.jpg





OEBPS/images/publisher-logo.png
BLACK DOG
¢ LEVENTHAL
PUBLISHERS





OEBPS/images/9780762498468.jpg
“Ben Sheehan has given us a rare gift: A fun book about a serious subject.”
—JON MEACHAM, PULITZER PRIZE-WINNING BIOGRAPHER

BEN SHEEHAN
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