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Introduction


“I will honour Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it all the year. I will live in the Past, the Present, and the Future. The Spirits of all Three shall strive within me. I will not shut out the lessons that they teach.”


—Charles Dickens, A Christmas Carol
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Over the years, we have naturally come to equate Charles Dickens with the Christmas spirit. His Christmas tales are cherished classics that have been shared from generation to generation. They bring to life the magic and simplicity of childhood delights and the gravity of morality and mortality, with the theme of memory at the core. If you are arriving at Dickens’s stories for the first time with this book, chances are you are familiar with one of the many movies A Christmas Carol created. Ever since the book’s first publication on December 17, 1843, it has never been out of print and has taken many adaptations, enriching the culture of Christmas. This edition continues the publishing tradition and celebrates the original written text, while illuminating scenes with pictures by Zdenko Basic, nodding to Steampunk.


For fans of Steampunk, Dickens may seem like an odd pairing. After all, Steampunk is a subgenre of science fiction that infuses elements of the Victorian-era culture (1837–1901) and the Edwardian era (1901–1919), while for the most part taking place in a futuristic time period. Dickens’s Christmas tales occur during the Victorian era. There is no harkening to a different time and place. So in essence, through the Dickensian world, we laud the source of Steampunk’s inspiration by highlighting the beautiful design intricacies that embellish the Victorian time period and the magic of the Christmas season.


The three stories in this book collection are A Christmas Carol, The Story of the Goblins Who Stole a Sexton, and A Christmas Tree. As previously mentioned, A Christmas Carol was first published by Chapman and Hall eight days before Christmas in 1843. Its original full title was A Christmas Carol. In Prose. Being A Ghost Story of Christmas. Original illustrations were by John Leech. Predating Carol, The Story of the Goblins Who Stole a Sexton has been said to be Dickens’s “first Christmas Carol.” Published in December 1836 in the tenth monthly newsletter of the Pickwick Papers, this story has a similar theme of the main character’s perceptions of human goodness altered by “supernatural means.” And lastly, A Christmas Tree first appeared in print in Household Words on December 21, 1850. It captivates the complex notion of memory in association with Christmastime, in classic Dickensian fashion.


Over the ages, people have come to treasure the Christmas tales of Charles Dickens. They strike chords in us that are timeless—that love, goodness, for-giveness, and charity exist. Let this book be a reminder over time to continue reimagining this Christmas classic and carry the spirit of the season with you throughout the year.
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Preface
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I have endeavoured in this Ghostly little book to raise the Ghost of an Idea, which shall not put my readers out of humour with themselves, with each other, with the season, or with me. May it haunt their house pleasantly, and no one wish to lay it.


Their faithful Friend and Servant,


C.D.


December, 1843.
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