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Introduction

For as long as I can remember, I have been making my own cards, and the reasons vary.

When my husband and I were planning our wedding many, many years ago, we wanted our invitations, RSVPs, and thank-you notes to have a theme that wouldn’t have translated through what was then offered through a commercial printer. Instead, I created a line drawing of the design of our wedding chuppah, a canopy Jewish couples stand under during their wedding ceremony, which I appliquéd with symbols of our wedding rings, a wineglass and napkin, hearts, and daisies, and had it printed on card stock. Then, my soon-to-be husband and I spent many hours hand coloring the cards with colored pencils. The end result was a unique set of cards that were made with love, and which cost very little.

When our son was born a number of years later, we naturally did the same thing for his baby announcement and thank-you cards, as by then we were very experienced at card coloring. My husband designed the text on his mid-1980s work computer, which was very pixilated compared to computers now; I pasted it, with glue, to a black-and-white line drawing I made of confetti and balloons; and we had it printed. While our son was napping, and we should have been, too, we bonded as new parents by coloring the cards, once again with colored pencils.

There have been other times when my husband and I have made cards together, but in recent years he’s taken to making cards by drawing with markers on unusual sizes and shapes of scrap paper, and there’s also the occasional computer-generated fake ransom note that kids love as birthday cards. I gradually transitioned to making one-of-a-kind paper cards on my own, using my sewing machine. I wanted to make cards that were unique, that had texture and were sewn, so I didn’t have to be concerned about glue affecting the paper, or waiting for it to dry if I was in a rush when sending a card.

Sewing paper, instead of fabric, is not difficult, but it definitely has its pluses and minuses. One difference is that you can’t pin pieces of the card elements to the card stock in advance: once you pin or sew a stitch, the hole is there forever. It does take a little planning to make a card, but the result is well worth it.

The most positive part about making cards is that the recipients know it was made especially for them, with love. I hope you’ll enjoy it, too, and that this book will give you many ideas and a lot of inspiration.

—Jeanne Williamson
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