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      General Editors’ Preface

      There are thousands of verses in the Bible. How can we find the specific verses containing the eternal wisdom and divine guidance
         that will help each one of us grow deeper spiritually and live more faithfully? This book and others in The 101 Most Powerful
         series will help you find and unlock powerful passages of Scripture that inspire, comfort, and challenge.
      

      The 101 Most Powerful Prayers in the Bible helps us open our hearts to God by showing us how earlier saints and sinners prayed.
      

      The 101 Most Powerful Promises in the Bible brings together those passages that convey God’s boundless and eternal love for his creation and his creatures.
      

      The 101 Most Powerful Proverbs in the Bible will enable us to apply God’s timeless truths to many of the messy details of daily life.
      

      And 101 Most Powerful Verses in the Bible provides a treasury of divine insight gathered from nearly every book of the Old and New Testaments.
      

      This and the other books in this series will never replace the Bible, but we do hope they will help you grasp its powerful
         and life- changing lessons and better utilize its wisdom in your life.
      

      Talented writers made editing this series a breeze. And working on this volume has been more fun than writing a book should
         be (we know, having written thirty others).
      

      
         After scanning our personal memory banks and flipping through the pages of some of our most heavily worn Bibles in search
         of those verses that have meant the most to us over the years, we tried to unlock their power and meaning for you as best
         we could. Though these verses were familiar to us, we found they still had much to teach us. We hope you feel the same way
         as you read the pages that follow.
      

      Steve and Lois Rabey

   
      Introduction: You Can Experience God’s Power

      Ocean waves batter the shore. In the heavens, lightning explodes and thunder roars. And deep in the forest, the roots of an
         ancient tree cut through solid rock, slowly turning it into dust.
      

      Every day all around our globe, events like these demonstrate the power of God through nature. We can also witness God’s eternal
         and infinite power in more gentle acts of creation and change. A beautiful flower pushes its way up through a late spring
         snow. A tiny bird diligently pecks his way out of his own hard shell. A newborn baby cries as those who encircle her look
         on in grateful wonder.
      

      There is yet another place where we can see God’s power in all its glory: in the Bible, which is the revealed Word of God.
         Here’s how the apostle Paul put it: “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who
         are being saved it is the power of God” (1 Cor. 1:18).
      

      All of us can experience more of God’s power if we study and meditate on the Bible. Just as a hydroelectric dam converts water
         pressure into electricity, God’s Word transforms our lives into conduits for his power.
      

      Over the centuries, people have devised a dizzying variety of techniques for trying to understand God and discover his power.
         One of the oldest approaches is to consult the stars—a method many still use 
         today. Throughout the ages, people have also conferred with gods and oracles, cut up the intestines of animals, flipped coins,
         or offered human sacrifices in an effort to receive supernatural inspiration.
      

      Christianity has a much more direct approach. From its ancient origins in the Jewish faith, Christianity has taught two important
         truths: God exists, and he communicates his will to his children. Instead of waiting for us to find him, God has taken the
         initiative and reached out to us.
      

      In the Hebrew Bible or Old Testament, he spoke through patriarchs, prophets, and poets. In the New Testament, he spoke more
         clearly than ever before through his only Son, Jesus Christ, and through some of Jesus’ closest disciples.
      

      Whether you call it divine revelation, Holy Scripture, God’s Word, or simply the Bible, the message is the same: God cares
         about us so much that he has given us a book that tells us what he is like and how we can have a loving relationship with
         him.
      

      During the first twenty centuries of Christian history, people have turned to the Bible for wisdom so they can make sound
         decisions and live godly lives. They have scanned its pages for encouragement so they can endure life’s hard times. And they
         have trusted its teachings as a source of solid spiritual truth in a world of competing creeds and doctrines.
      

      Still, the Bible isn’t always easy to navigate or understand. Covering thousands of years, taking up hundreds of pages, and
         subdivided into sixty-six books, almost twelve hundred chapters, and more than thirty thousand verses, the Bible can seem
         big, intimidating, and confusing.
      

      For some of us, reading the Bible is like trying to make sense out of the user’s manual that comes with a new DVD player.
         After slogging through a few pages of technical mumbo jumbo, we find our eyes glazing over, our brains shutting down, and
         our hands beginning to twitch.
      

      
         Some people may be tempted to throw manuals like this across the room in anger and disgust. Those blessed with abundant physical
         strength may want to tear them to shreds. But most of us simply put hard-to-decipher books on a shelf where they sit unread
         and quietly gather dust.
      

      If that’s what you’re doing with your Bible, you’re missing out on the world’s most treasured source of insight, inspiration,
         and power.
      

      In the pages that follow, we have done some of the research and legwork for you, highlighting 101 key verses that communicate
         God’s will in clear and compelling ways. Here we cut through some of the questions people often ask when they read the Bible.
      

      We certainly are not offering up our own book as a replacement for God’s Word. Rather, we hope that as you read about the
         101 Most Powerful Verses you will be even more hungry to dive into the remaining riches of God’s Word and discover for yourself what they have to
         offer.
      

      This is a collaborative work, with each of us writing about half of the 101 readings. Many of the readings use first-person
         pronouns. That’s because we thought it would be more effective to use the singular “I” instead of the plural “we” when providing
         personal anecdotes. In some cases it will be clear who is speaking, but in most of the others it won’t make that much difference
         whether it’s Steve or Lois.
      

      Each reading closes with a brief prayer that we’ve designed to help guide you into God’s loving presence. Our prayer is that
         as you study the readings in this book, you will grow in your knowledge of God’s Word and begin experiencing more of what
         Paul called the “power of [Christ’s] resurrection” (Phil. 3:10).
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