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      Letter to the reader

      History has always fascinated me. I see my stories as a time machine. I want to intrigue you with a murderous mystery and
         a tangled plot, but I also want you to experience what it was like to slip along the shadow-thronged alleyways of medieval
         London; to enter a soaringly majestic cathedral but then walk out and glimpse the gruesome execution scaffolds rising high
         on the other side of the square. In my novels you will sit in the oaken stalls of a gothic abbey and hear the glorious psalms
         of plain chant even as you glimpse white, sinister gargoyle faces peering out at you from deep cowls and hoods. Or there again,
         you may ride out in a chariot as it thunders across the Redlands of Ancient Egypt or leave the sunlight and golden warmth
         of the Nile as you enter the marble coldness of a pyramid’s deadly maze. Smells and sounds, sights and spectacles will be
         conjured up to catch your imagination and so create times and places now long gone. You will march to Jerusalem with the first
         Crusaders or enter the Colosseum of Rome, where the sand sparkles like gold and the crowds bay for the blood of some gladiator.
         Of course, if you wish, you can always return to the lush dark greenness of medieval England and take your seat in some tavern
         along the ancient moon-washed road to Canterbury and listen to some ghostly tale which chills the heart . . . my books will
         take you there then safely bring you back!
     

      The periods that have piqued my interest and about which I have written are many and varied. I hope you enjoy the read and
         would love to hear your thoughts – I always appreciate any feedback from readers. Visit my publisher’s website here: www.headline.co.uk
         and find out more. You may also visit my website: www.paulcdoherty.com or email me on: paulcdoherty@gmail.com.
     

      Paul Doherty

  



      About the Author

      Paul Doherty is one of the most prolific, and lauded, authors of historical mysteries in the world today. His expertise in
         all areas of history is illustrated in the many series that he writes about, from the Mathilde of Westminster series, set
         at the court of Edward II, to the Amerotke series, set in Ancient Egypt. Amongst his most memorable creations are Hugh Corbett,
         Brother Athelstan and Roger Shallot.
     

      Paul Doherty was born in Middlesbrough. He studied history at Liverpool and Oxford Universities and obtained a doctorate at
         Oxford for his thesis on Edward II and Queen Isabella. He is now headmaster of a school in north-east London and lives with
         his wife and family near Epping Forest.
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      Praise for Paul Doherty

      ‘Teems with colour, energy and spills’ Time Out

      ‘Paul Doherty has a lively sense of history . . . evocative and lyrical descriptions’ New Statesman

      ‘Extensive and penetrating research coupled with a strong plot and bold characterisation. Loads of adventure and a dazzling
         evocation of the past’ Herald Sun, Melbourne
     

      ‘An opulent banquet to satisfy the most murderous appetite’ Northern Echo

      ‘As well as penning an exciting plot with vivid characters, Doherty excels at bringing the medieval period to life, with his
         detailed descriptions giving the reader a strong sense of place and time’ South Wales Argus

  



      For Vanessa Cole an EAST END girl who became
Mayor of Redbridge and who loved every minute of it!
Her chosen charity, The
         Teenage Cancer Trust project,
is left to serve the young people of Redbridge.
     




      Introduction

      The reign of Elizabeth I (1558-1603) fascinates anyone interested in history. The revelations made in the fictional setting
         which follows are based on hard evidence, primary sources, documents and memoranda which have been overlooked in the standard
         histories. These primary sources offer an alternative view on Elizabeth’s reign. However, they do not detract from the reputation
         of that outstanding queen and most charismatic woman, but only enhance it. The author has provided a list of the principal
         historical characters mentioned in the text, an outlined chronology of Elizabeth’s reign and a commentary after each section
         of the memoir.
     




      List of Principal Historical Characters
Mentioned in the Text

      THE COURT OF HENRY VIII

      HENRY VIII (1509-1547) – son of Henry VII, younger brother of Arthur.
     

      MARY – Henry VIII’s sister, married for a short time to Louis XII of France, later Charles Brandon, Duke of Suffolk.
     

      THOMAS CRANMER (1489-1556) – Archbishop of Canterbury, presided over Henry VIII’s divorce, executed by Mary Tudor.
     

      THOMAS WOLSEY (1473-1530) – Cardinal Archbishop of York, Chief Minister of Henry VIII until 1529 when he fell from power over Henry’s divorce from
         Catherine of Aragon.
     

      THOMAS CROMWELL (1485-1540) – Chief Minister after Wolsey, fell from power after Henry VIII’s inglorious marriage to Anne of Cleves.
     

      CATHERINE OF ARAGON – Spanish Princess, Henry VIII’s first wife, died 1536.
     

      ANNE BOLEYN – second wife of Henry VIII, executed in 1536.
     
THOMAS AND ELIZABETH BOLEYN – Anne’s parents.
     

      MARY BOLEYN – Anne’s sister, mother of an illegitimate child by Henry VIII.
     

      GEORGE BOLEYN, HENRY NORRIS, MARK SMEATON – alleged lovers of Anne Boleyn.
     

      KATHERINE HOWARD – Henry’s fifth wife, executed for alleged adultery with Thomas Culpepper, 1542.
     

      THE COURT OF EDWARD VI AND
MARY TUDOR (1547-1558)

      EDWARD VI – son of Henry VIII and Lady Jane Seymour.
     

      THOMAS SEYMOUR – brother to Jane Seymour, uncle of the King. He married Henry VIII’s widow Catherine Parr (who died in 1548). Entertained
         aspirations of marrying the Princess Elizabeth, executed for treason, 1549.
     

      EDWARD SEYMOUR – Duke of Somerset, brother of Jane Seymour, uncle of the King, Protector of the Realm after the death of Henry VIII, fell
         from power 1552 and was executed.
     

      JOHN DUDLEY – Earl of Warwick, Duke of Northumberland. He succeeded Somerset as Virtual Protector until the death of Edward VI in 1553.
         After the young King’s death, Dudley married his son, Guildford, to Lady Jane Grey in an attempt to bypass the rights of Mary
         Tudor. The plot failed and Dudley was sent to the block.
     
MARY TUDOR – daughter of Henry VIII and Catherine of Aragon. Attempted to restore Catholicism, married Philip of Spain: her reign was
         characterised by plots, rebellion and persecution. She died in 1558.
     

      THE COURT OF ELIZABETH 1

      ROBERT DUDLEY – son of the above-mentioned John Dudley. Lover of Queen Elizabeth, later created Earl of Leicester, a dominant force in
         Elizabeth’s court and council until his death in 1588.
     

      WILLIAM CECIL – Elizabeth’s chief minister, later created Lord Burghley. He virtually dominated Elizabeth’s politics until his death in
         1598 when he was succeeded by his diminutive and cunning son, Robert, a powerful force in the last years of Elizabeth’s reign.
         Robert Cecil survived the Queen’s death to become first minister of James I of England.
     

      CHARLES HOWARD – of Effingham, Earl of Nottingham (1536-1624), held in great respect by Elizabeth and her successor James I.
     

      JOHN WHITGIFT (Died 1604) – Archbishop of Canterbury at the time of Elizabeth’s death.
     

      SIR FRANCIS WALSINGHAM (Died 1590) – Secretary of State under Elizabeth, responsible for security both at home and abroad.
     
THE SCOTTISH COURT

      MARY, QUEEN OF SCOTS (1542-1587) – daughter of James V, she married Francis II of France and, on his death, moved back to Scotland. She married the feckless
         Henry Darnley, whose murder led to civil war. Mary fled to England in 1568 where she became Elizabeth’s prisoner and the focus
         of many plots until her execution in 1587.
     

      JAMES VI OF SCOTLAND (Later James I of England) – Mary’s only child who succeeded to the throne of England after Elizabeth, due to the work of men such as Robert Cecil and
         Henry Howard. James was married to Anne of Denmark.
     

      SIR THOMAS BODLEY (1545-1613) – scholar, diplomat, bibliophile, responsible for refounding the library of Oxford University.
     

  

OEBPS/images/title.jpg
THE SECRET LIFE OF

ELIZABETH I

PAUL DOHERTY





OEBPS/images/pub.jpg
headline





OEBPS/images/9780755395835_FC.jpg
%
o LTY
it
,é

§C;ei v &
e%h
Zb

% Tliza

%

b\m—/
@/%é ?“&
&)b
&)\}@{/@A&\«

%





