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            Letter to the Reader


      History has always fascinated me. I see my stories as a time machine. I want to intrigue you with a murderous mystery and
         a tangled plot, but I also want you to experience what it was like to slip along the shadow-thronged alleyways of medieval
         London; to enter a soaringly majestic cathedral but then walk out and glimpse the gruesome execution scaffolds rising high
         on the other side of the square. In my novels you will sit in the oaken stalls of a gothic abbey and hear the glorious psalms
         of plain chant even as you glimpse white, sinister gargoyle faces peering out at you from deep cowls and hoods. Or there again,
         you may ride out in a chariot as it thunders across the Redlands of Ancient Egypt or leave the sunlight and golden warmth
         of the Nile as you enter the marble coldness of a pyramid’s deadly maze. Smells and sounds, sights and spectacles will be
         conjured up to catch your imagination and so create times and places now long gone. You will march to Jerusalem with the first
         Crusaders or enter the Colosseum of Rome, where the sand sparkles like gold and the crowds bay for the blood of some gladiator.
         Of course, if you wish, you can always return to the lush dark greenness of medieval England and take your seat in some tavern
         along the ancient moon-washed road to Canterbury and listen to some ghostly tale which chills the heart . . . my books will
         take you there then safely bring you back!
      

      
      The periods that have piqued my interest and about which I have written are many and varied. I hope you enjoy the read and
         would love to hear your thoughts – I always appreciate any feedback from readers. Visit my publisher’s website here:www.headline.co.uk
         and find out more. You may also visit my website: www.paulcdoherty.com or email me on: paulcdoherty@gmail.com.
      

      
      Paul Doherty

   



      
      About the Author

      
      Paul Doherty is one of the most prolific, and lauded, authors of historical mysteries in the world today. His expertise in
         all areas of history is illustrated in the many series that he writes about, from the Mathilde of Westminster series, set
         at the court of Edward II, to the Amerotke series, set in Ancient Egypt. Amongst his most memorable creations are Hugh Corbett,
         Brother Athelstan and Roger Shallot.
      

      
      Paul Doherty was born in Middlesbrough. He studied history at Liverpool and Oxford Universities and obtained a doctorate at
         Oxford for his thesis on Edward II and Queen Isabella. He is now headmaster of a school in north-east London and lives with
         his wife and family near Epping Forest.
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      Foreword

      
      It seems that I have been studying Alexander the Great all my life. It began at the Palladium in Middlesbrough when, owl-eyed,
         I watched Richard Burton in the role of the Great Conqueror. Sitting in a dark cinema, and being taken back to Hollywood’s
         version of history I was fascinated, as we all are. It has been a long journey from such an idealized view. My study of Classical
         Greek and the Greek koine only whetted my appetite for more knowledge about Alexander, as did the writings of Plutarch, Arrian
         and the rest.
      

      
      Alexander the Great has meant different things to different people at different times. In the nineteenth century he was the
         European Ideal and the stories of his generosity were always emphasized. I was weaned on these until I came across the history
         of Alexander’s life by Quintus Curtius and my doubts began. I remembered a certain passage in his history (Ch. 8, Bk 7), when
         twenty Scythian ambassadors met Alexander. True, their speeches may be embellished but I distinctly remember one section when
         the leading envoy accuses Alexander of making war on the human race and then goes on to argue how they had not harmed Alexander,
         so why should he harm them? Why should he come to punish plunderers in their country when he had plundered every nation on
         earth?
      

      
      I began to look at Alexander’s conquest and his character from a different perspective. No one can doubt Alexander’s incredible courage, his genius for battle, his restless energy and the
         charismatic nature of his leadership. However, through the sources, I decided to concentrate on Alexander’s death and his
         final days – after all, he did die young, suddenly and most mysteriously. Was his death the outcome of choosing glory and
         a short life? Or did that glory, and the darkness behind it, deliberately shorten his brilliant career? After sifting the
         evidence regarding Alexander’s death, I here propose a new solution based on that evidence.
      

      
      I would like to thank all who helped me, particularly those outstanding colleagues at the London Library. I am also very grateful
         to Mrs Angela Francescotti for her hours of typing to finish this manuscript.
      

      
      Dr Paul Doherty

April 2004

   



      
      
      Chronology

      
      
         
          



         
         
         
         
         
            
            	356 BC

            
            	ALEXANDER born in Pella, Macedonia, probably either 20 or 26 July, son of Philip and his third wife Olympias
            

            
         

         
         
            
            	354

            
            	Demosthenes attacks idea of a ‘campaign against Persia’
Midsummer: Philip captures Methone; loses an eye in battle
            

            
         

         
         
            
            	348

            
            	August:Philip captures and destroys Olynthus
            

            
         

         
         
            
            	343/2

            
            	Aristotle invited to Macedonia as ALEXANDER’S tutor; takes up residence in the Groves of Mieza
            

            
         

         
         
            
            	342/1

            
            	Olympias’ half-brother Alexander (with Philip’s backing) accedes to the throne of Epirus

            
         

         
         
            
            	340

            
            	ALEXANDER, now 16, left as regent in Macedonia, raids the Maedi in Thrace
Founds Alexandropolis in Parthia
            

            
         

         
         
            
            	338

            
            	2 August Battle of Chaeronea in Bœtia
Major defeat of Athens/Thebes by Philip
ALEXANDER and Antipater lead a Macedonian embassy to Athens
Philip marries Attalus’ niece Cleopatra
Olympias and ALEXANDER go into exile
            

            
         

         
         
            
            	337

            
            	Spring: Hellenic League convened at Corinth
ALEXANDER recalled to Pella
Autumn: League at Corinth ratifies Greek campaign against Persia
            

            
         

         
         
            
            	336

            
            	Spring: Parmenio and Attalus sent to Asia Minor for preliminary military operations
June: Darius III Codomanus accedes to the Persian throne
Cleopatra bears Philip a son, Caranus
Alexander of Epirus marries Olympias’
               daughter Cleopatra
Philip murdered
ALEXANDER succeeds to throne of Macedonia
Late summer: ALEXANDER calls a meeting of the League of Corinth;
confirmed as Captain General
            

            
         

         
         
            
            	335

            
            	Early spring: ALEXANDER goes north to deal with Thrace and Illyria
Revolt of Thebes, destruction of that city
            

            
         

         
         
            
            	334

            
            	March—April: ALEXANDER and his army cross into Asia Minor
May: Battle of the Granicus
General reorganization of Greek cities in Asia Minor
Miletus besieged and captured
Autumn: Reduction of Halicarnassus
            

            
         

         
         
            
            	333

            
            	ALEXANDER’S column moves north to Celaenae in Phrygia and Gordium
Early spring: Memnon of Rhodes dies
Mustering of Persian forces in Babylon
Episode of the Gordian Knot
Darius moves westward from Babylon
September: ALEXANDER reaches Tarsus; becomes ill
Darius crosses Euphrates
September–October: Battle of Issus
ALEXANDER advances southward through Phoenicia
            

            
         

         
         
            
            	332
            

            
            	January: Byblos and Sidon submit
29 July: Fall of Tyre
September—October: Gaza captured
ALEXANDER crowned as Pharaoh at Memphis
            

            
         

         
         
            
            	331

            
            	Early spring: Alexander visits Oracle of Ammon at Siwah
April: Alexandria founded
ALEXANDER returns to Tyre
Darius moves his main army from Babylon
18 September–October:. Battle of Gaugamela
Macedonians advance on Babylon which falls in mid-October
Revolt of Aegis who is defeated at Megalopolis by Antipater
Early December:. ALEXANDER occupies Susa unopposed
            

            
         

         
         
            
            	330

            
            	January: ALEXANDER reaches and sacks Persepolis
May: burning of temples etc. in Persepolis
Early June: ALEXANDER sets out for Ecbatana
Darius retreats towards Bactria
Parmenio left behind at Ecbatana with Harpalus as treasurer
Pursuit
               of Darius renewed
Darius found murdered near Hecatompylus
Bessus establishes himself as ‘King of Kings’ in Bactria
Late August: march to Lake Seistan
The ‘conspiracy of Philotas’
            

            
         

         
         
            
            	329

            
            	March—April: ALEXANDER crosses the Hindu Kush
April—May: ALEXANDER advances into Bactria; Bessus retreats across the Oxus
June: ALEXANDER reaches and crosses the Oxus
Bessus surrenders
ALEXANDER advances to Samarkand
Revolt of Spitamenes
            

            
         

         
         
            
            	329/8

            
            	ALEXANDER takes up winter quarters at Zariaspa
Bessus executed
            

            
         

         
         
            
            	328
            

            
            	Campaign against Spitamenes
Autumn: Black Cleitus murdered
            

            
         

         
         
            
            	328/7

            
            	Spitamenes defeated and killed

            
         

         
         
            
            	327

            
            	Spring: Soghdian Rock captured
ALEXANDER marries Roxane
30,000 Persian ‘Successors’ recruited
The ‘Pages’ Conspiracy’ and Callisthenes’ death
Early summer. ALEXANDER re-crosses Hindu Kush; begins invasion of India
            

            
         

         
         
            
            	327/6

            
            	ALEXANDER reaches Nysa; the ‘Dionysius episode’
            

            
         

         
         
            
            	326

            
            	Advance to Taxila
Battle of Hydaspes (Jhelum) against Rajah Porus
Death of Bucephalus
July: mutiny at the Hyphasis (Beas) River
Return to the Jhelum
Early November: ALEXANDER’S fleet and army move downriver
            

            
         

         
         
            
            	326/5

            
            	Campaign against the Brahmin cities; ALEXANDER seriously wounded
            

            
         

         
         
            
            	325

            
            	September. ALEXANDER’S march through the Gedrosian (Makran) Desert
Harpalus defects from Asia Minor to Greece
The Great Purge begins
            

            
         

         
         
            
            	324

            
            	January: Nearchus and the fleet sent on to Susa
The episode of Cyrus’ tomb
ALEXANDER returns to Persepolis
Spring arrival of 30,000 trained Persian ‘Successors’
The Susa mass-marriages
March: The Exiles’ Decree and the Deification Decree
Craterus appointed to succeed Antipater as regent, and escort veterans home
ALEXANDER moves from Susa to Ecbatana
Death of Hephaestion
            

            
         

         
         
            
            	323

            
            	Harpalus assassinated in Crete
ALEXANDER campaigns against Cosseans; returns to Babylon
ALEXANDER explores the Euphrates canals; boat-trip through the marshes
Antipater’s son, Cassander, arrives to negotiate with ALEXANDER
29/30 May: ALEXANDER falls ill after a party; dies 10/11 June

            
         

         
         
            
            	323–322

            
            	Uneasy peace between the Successors
Ptolemy takes over Egypt

            
         

         
         
            
            	322–321 

            
            	Breakdown of peace between ALEXANDER’S commanders: Wars of Succession begin
            

            
         

         
      

      
   

OEBPS/images/pub.jpg





OEBPS/images/9780755395811_FC.jpg
PAUL ’%

$

Y
Alexander % '
the Great, ¥
The Death of ﬂ

a God )‘j





