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Letter to the Reader

History has always fascinated me. I see my stories as a time machine. I want to intrigue you with a murderous mystery and a tangled plot, but I also want you to experience what it was like to slip along the shadow-thronged alleyways of medieval London; to enter a soaringly majestic cathedral but then walk out and glimpse the gruesome execution scaffolds rising high on the other side of the square. In my novels you will sit in the oaken stalls of a gothic abbey and hear the glorious psalms of plain chant even as you glimpse white, sinister gargoyle faces peering out at you from deep cowls and hoods. Or there again, you may ride out in a chariot as it thunders across the Redlands of Ancient Egypt or leave the sunlight and golden warmth of the Nile as you enter the marble coldness of a pyramid’s deadly maze. Smells and sounds, sights and spectacles will be conjured up to catch your imagination and so create times and places now long gone. You will march to Jerusalem with the first Crusaders or enter the Colosseum of Rome, where the sand sparkles like gold and the crowds bay for the blood of some gladiator. Of course, if you wish, you can always return to the lush dark greenness of medieval England and take your seat in some tavern along the ancient moon-washed road to Canterbury and listen to some ghostly tale which chills the heart . . . my books will take you there then safely bring you back!

The periods that have piqued my interest and about which I have written are many and varied.  I hope you enjoy the read and would love to hear your thoughts – I always appreciate any feedback from readers.  Visit my publisher’s website here: www.headline.co.uk and find out more.  You may also visit my website: www.paulcdoherty.com or email me on: paulcdoherty@gmail.com.

Paul Doherty

About the Author

Paul Doherty is one of the most prolific, and lauded, authors of historical mysteries in the world today. His expertise in all areas of history is illustrated in the many series that he writes about, from the Mathilde of Westminster series, set at the court of Edward II, to the Amerotke series, set in Ancient Egypt. Amongst his most memorable creations are Hugh Corbett, Brother Athelstan and Roger Shallot.

Paul Doherty was born in Middlesbrough. He studied history at Liverpool and Oxford Universities and obtained a doctorate at Oxford for his thesis on Edward II and Queen Isabella. He is now headmaster of a school in north-east London and lives with his wife and family near Epping Forest.
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Praise for Paul Doherty

‘Teems with colour, energy and spills’ Time Out

‘Paul Doherty has a lively sense of history. . .evocative and lyrical descriptions’ New Statesman

‘Extensive and penetrating research coupled with a strong plot and bold characterisation. Loads of adventure and a dazzling evocation of the past’ Herald Sun, Melbourne

‘An opulent banquet to satisfy the most murderous appetite’ Northern Echo

‘As well as penning an exciting plot with vivid characters, Doherty excels at bringing the medieval period to life, with his detailed descriptions giving the reader a strong sense of place and time’ South Wales Argus

To the memory of Vincent Wells of Ilford,
pupil at Trinity Catholic High School
September 1990 to July 1997.

A lovely young man, beloved son of
Julia and Charles, Vincent was caught up
in the tragedy at the World Trade Center
on Tuesday 11 September 2001.
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Rulers and Politicians

Pharaohs of the Eighteenth Dynasty


		

	Ahmose	1550–25 BC

	Amenhotep I	1525–04 BC

	Tuthmosis I	1504–1492 BC

	Tuthmosis II	1492–79 BC

	Tuthmosis III	1479–25 BC

	Hatshepsut	1473–58 BC

	Amenhotep II	1427–01 BC

	Tuthmosis IV	1401–1391 BC

	Amenhotep III	1391–53 BC

	Amenhotep IV – Akhenaten	1353–35 BC

	Semenkhkare	1335–33 BC

	Tutankhamun	1333–23 BC

	Ay	1323–19 BC

	Horemheb	1319–07 BC



Pharaohs of the Nineteenth Dynasty


		

	Ramesses I	1307–06 BC


	Seti I	1306–1290 BC


	Ramesses II	1290–24 BC




Queens of Egypt

Tiye: wife of Amenhotep III, daughter of Thuya and Yuya

Nefertiti: queen of Amenhotep IV/Akhenaten, daughter of Ay

Meritaten: daughter of Akhenaten, wife to Akhenaten’s mysterious co-regent Semenkhkare

Ankhesenamun: daughter of Akhenaten, wife of Tutankhamun

Mutnejdmet: General Horemheb’s second wife and sister to Nefertiti

The Akhmin Gang

Ay: minister under Akhenaten; first minister of Tutankhamun; later Pharaoh

Nefertiti: Ay’s daughter

Anen: Ay’s brother; a high-ranking priest in the court of Amun

Nakhtmin: kinsman of Ay, possibly brother, high-ranking general

Other Politicians

Maya: high-ranking official under Akhenaten, Tutankhamun and Horemheb

Huy: Viceroy of Nubia under Tutankhamun

Horemheb: military commander under Akhenaten and Tutahkhamun; later Pharaoh

Other Officials

Pentju: high-ranking official under Akhenaten and Tutankhamun

Mahu: chief of police under Akhenaten, probably continued in office under Tutankhamun

Foreign Rulers

Tushratta: king of the Mitanni

Suppiluliumas: king of the Hittites

Rib-Addi: prince of Byblos

Prologue
Towards the Far Horizon


Arms will be made out of copper,
Bread shall be demanded with blood,
One shall laugh with a sick man’s laugh,
One shall not weep at death.
R. B. Parkinson, Voices From Ancient Egypt
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