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Letter to the reader

History has always fascinated me. I see my stories as a time machine. I want to intrigue you with a murderous mystery and a tangled plot, but I also want you to experience what it was like to slip along the shadow-thronged alleyways of medieval London; to enter a soaringly majestic cathedral but then walk out and glimpse the gruesome execution scaffolds rising high on the other side of the square. In my novels you will sit in the oaken stalls of a gothic abbey and hear the glorious psalms of plain chant even as you glimpse white, sinister gargoyle faces peering out at you from deep cowls and hoods. Or there again, you may ride out in a chariot as it thunders across the Redlands of Ancient Egypt or leave the sunlight and golden warmth of the Nile as you enter the marble coldness of a pyramid’s deadly maze. Smells and sounds, sights and spectacles will be conjured up to catch your imagination and so create times and places now long gone. You will march to Jerusalem with the first Crusaders or enter the Colosseum of Rome, where the sand sparkles like gold and the crowds bay for the blood of some gladiator. Of course, if you wish, you can always return to the lush dark greenness of medieval England and take your seat in some tavern along the ancient moon-washed road to Canterbury and listen to some ghostly tale which chills the heart . . . my books will take you there then safely bring you back!

The periods that have piqued my interest and about which I have written are many and varied. I hope you enjoy the read and would love to hear your thoughts – I always appreciate any feedback from readers. Visit my publisher’s website here: www.headline.co.uk and find out more. You may also visit my website: www.paulcdoherty.com or email me on: paulcdoherty@gmail.com.


About the Author

Paul Doherty is one of the most prolific, and lauded, authors of historical mysteries in the world today. His expertise in all areas of history is illustrated in the many series that he writes about, from the Mathilde of Westminster series, set at the court of Edward II, to the Amerotke series, set in Ancient Egypt. Amongst his most memorable creations are Hugh Corbett, Brother Athelstan and Roger Shallot.

Paul Doherty was born in Middlesbrough. He studied history at Liverpool and Oxford Universities and obtained a doctorate at Oxford for his thesis on Edward II and Queen Isabella. He is now headmaster of a school in north-east London and lives with his wife and family near Epping Forest.
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Praise for Paul Doherty

‘Teems with colour, energy and spills’ Time Out

‘Paul Doherty has a lively sense of history . . . evocative and lyrical descriptions’ New Statesman

‘Extensive and penetrating research coupled with a strong plot and bold characterisation. Loads of adventure and a dazzling evocation of the past’ Herald Sun, Melbourne

‘An opulent banquet to satisfy the most murderous appetite’ Northern Echo

‘As well as penning an exciting plot with vivid characters, Doherty excels at bringing the medieval period to life, with his detailed descriptions giving the reader a strong sense of place and time’ South Wales Argus
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“He achieved greater deeds than any, not only of the kings who had lived before him but also of those who came later down to our own time.”

Diodorus Siculus, Library of History,
Book 17, Chapter 117
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Historical Personages Mentioned in the Text

The House of Macedon

PHILIP King of Macedon until his assassination in 336 BC. Father of Alexander

OLYMPIAS OF MOLOSSUS (Born Myrtale). Philip’s queen, Alexander’s mother. Co-regent of Macedon during Alexander’s conquest of Persia

ALEXANDER Son of Philip and Olympias

EURYDICE Philip’s wife after he divorced Olympias. She was niece of Philip’s favourite general, Attalus. Eurydice, her baby son and Attalus were all executed after Philip’s death.

ARRIDHAEUS Philip’s son by one of his concubines, poisoned by Olympias. He survived but remained brain damaged for the rest of his life.

The Court of Macedon

BLACK CLEITUS Brother to Alexander’s nurse. Alexander’s personal bodyguard

HEPHAESTION Alexander’s boon companion

ARISTANDER Court necromancer, adviser to Alexander

ARISTOTLE Alexander’s tutor in the Groves of Mieza; Greek Philosopher

SOCRATES Athenian Philosopher. Found guilty of “impiety”, forced to drink poison.

PAUSANIAS PHILIP OF MACEDON S ASSASSIN

Alexander’s Generals

PARMENIO, PTOLEMY, SELEUCUS, AMYNTAS, ANTIPATER (left as co-regent in Macedon), nearchus

The Court of Persia

DARIUS III King of Kings

ARSITES Satrap of Phrygia. Persian commander-in-chief at the Granicus

MITHRIDATES AND NIPHRATES Persian commanders

MEMNON OF RHODES A Greek mercenary in the pay of Persia, one of the few generals to defeat Macedonian troops.

CYRUS AND XERXES Former great emperors of Persia

The Writers

AESCHYLUS, ARISTOPHANES, EURIPIDES, SOPHOCLES Greek playwrights

HOMER Reputed author of the two great poems the Iliad and the Odyssey

DEMOSTHENES Athenian demagogue, ardent opponent of Alexander

HIPPOCRATES OF COS Greek physician and writer, regarded as the father of medicine.

The Mythology of Greece

ZEUS Father god

HERA His wife

APOLLO God of light

ARTEMIS Goddess of the hunt

ATHENA Goddess of war

HERCULES Greek man-god. One of Alexander’s reputed ancestors

AESCULAPIUS Man-God; a great healer

OEDIPUS Tragic hero king of Thebes

DIONYSIUS God of wine

EYNALIUS Ancient Macedonian god of war

The Trojan War

PRIAM King of Troy

HECTOR Priam’s son and Troy’s great general

PARIS Hector’s brother whose abduction of the fair-faced Helen led to the Trojan War.

AGAMEMNON Leader of the Greeks in the Trojan War

ACHILLES Greek hero and warrior in the Trojan War, the slayer of Hector. He was eventually killed by an arrow fired by Paris. Alexander regarded him as a direct ancestor.

PATROCLUS Achilles’ lover, his death in the Trojan War led to Achilles’ homicidal rage.

ULYSSES King of Ithaca: he fought against Troy and his journey home became the subject of Homer’s poem.

AJAX Greek commander in the Trojan War: his violation of the priestess and prophetess, Cassandra, led to his own death.


Preface

[image: images]

In 336 BC, Philip of Macedon died swiftly at his moment of supreme glory, assassinated by a former lover as he was about to receive the plaudits of his client states. All of Greece and Persia quietly rejoiced – the growing supremacy of Macedon was to be curbed. The finger of suspicion for Philip’s murder was pointed directly at his scheming wife – the “Witch Queen”, Olympias – and their only son, the young Alexander whom Demosthenes of Athens dismissed as a “booby”. Macedon’s enemies quietly relished the prospect of a civil war which would destroy Alexander and his mother and end any threat to the Greek states as well as the sprawling Persian Empire of Darius III. Alexander soon proved them wrong. A consummate actor, a sly politician, a ruthless fighter and a brilliant general, in two years Alexander crushed all opposition at home, won over the wild tribes to the north and had himself proclaimed Captain-General of Greece. He was to be the leader of a fresh crusade against Persia – fitting punishment for the attacks on Greece by Cyrus the Great and his successors a century earlier.

Alexander proved, by the total destruction of the great city of Thebes, the home of Oedipus, that he would brook no opposition. He then turned east. He proclaimed himself a Greek ready to avenge Greek wrongs. Secretly, Alexander wished to satisfy his lust for conquest, to march to the edge of the world, to prove he was a better man than Philip, to win the vindication of the gods as well as confirm the whisperings of his mother – that his conception was due to divine intervention.

In the spring of 334 BC, Alexander gathered his army at Sestos while, across the Hellespont, Darius III, his sinister spymaster the Lord Mithra and his generals plotted the utter destruction of this Macedonian upstart. Alexander, however, was committed to total war, to leading his troops across the Hellespont, to conquering Persia and marching to the rim of the world . . .
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