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      Letter to the reader

      
      History has always fascinated me. I see my stories as a time machine. I want to intrigue you with a murderous mystery and
         a tangled plot, but I also want you to experience what it was like to slip along the shadow-thronged alleyways of medieval
         London; to enter a soaringly majestic cathedral but then walk out and glimpse the gruesome execution scaffolds rising high
         on the other side of the square. In my novels you will sit in the oaken stalls of a gothic abbey and hear the glorious psalms
         of plain chant even as you glimpse white, sinister gargoyle faces peering out at you from deep cowls and hoods. Or there again,
         you may ride out in a chariot as it thunders across the Redlands of Ancient Egypt or leave the sunlight and golden warmth
         of the Nile as you enter the marble coldness of a pyramid’s deadly maze. Smells and sounds, sights and spectacles will be
         conjured up to catch your imagination and so create times and places now long gone. You will march to Jerusalem with the first
         Crusaders or enter the Colosseum of Rome, where the sand sparkles like gold and the crowds bay for the blood of some gladiator.
         Of course, if you wish, you can always return to the lush dark greenness of medieval England and take your seat in some tavern
         along the ancient moon-washed road to Canterbury and listen to some ghostly tale which chills the heart . . . my books will take
         you there then safely bring you back!
      

      
      The periods that have piqued my interest and about which I have written are many and varied. I hope you enjoy the read and
         would love to hear your thoughts – I always appreciate any feedback from readers. Visit my publisher’s website here: www.headline.co.uk
         and find out more. You may also visit my website: www.paulcdoherty.com or email me on: paulcdoherty@gmail.com.
      

      
      Paul Doherty

      
   



      
      About the Author

      
      Paul Doherty is one of the most prolific, and lauded, authors of historical mysteries in the world today. His expertise in
         all areas of history is illustrated in the many series that he writes about, from the Mathilde of Westminster series, set
         at the court of Edward II, to the Amerotke series, set in Ancient Egypt. Amongst his most memorable creations are Hugh Corbett,
         Brother Athelstan and Roger Shallot.
      

      
      Paul Doherty was born in Middlesbrough. He studied history at Liverpool and Oxford Universities and obtained a doctorate at
         Oxford for his thesis on Edward II and Queen Isabella. He is now headmaster of a school in north-east London and lives with
         his wife and family near Epping Forest.
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      Praise for Paul Doherty

      
      ‘Teems with colour, energy and spills’ Time Out

      
      ‘Paul Doherty has a lively sense of history . . . evocative and lyrical descriptions’ New Statesman

      
      ‘Extensive and penetrating research coupled with a strong plot and bold characterisation. Loads of adventure and a dazzling
         evocation of the past’ Herald Sun, Melbourne
      

      
      ‘An opulent banquet to satisfy the most murderous appetite’ Northern Echo

      
      ‘As well as penning an exciting plot with vivid characters, Doherty excels at bringing the medieval period to life, with his
         detailed descriptions giving the reader a strong sense of place and time’ South Wales Argus

      
   



      
      
      HISTORICAL NOTE

      
      BY 336 B.C. Philip of Macedon was leader of Greece. Macedon had become a great military power to the north of Greece and had brought
         under its sway the kingdom of Epirus on its western border and that of Thessaly on its east. Philip’s army reforms and brilliant
         strategy had brought the independent Greek city-states, such as Athens and Thebes, to recognize his power and he had removed
         any threat from these by his great victory over the Athenian-Theban alliance at Chaeronea in 338 B.C. By 336 B.C. Philip had divorced his wife Olympias and married again. He had been hailed as captain general of Greece and was on the
         verge of launching a great military expedition against Persia. Despite the opposition of individuals such as Demosthenes of
         Athens, Philip’s power had reached its zenith: In the summer of 336 B.C. he had summoned all the representatives of Greece to a great celebration at the old Macedonian capital of Aegae. Philip
         was on the verge of creating a new world: He had a new wife, a new baby son, the loyalty of the army, and the fealty of all
         Greece. The celebrations at Aegae were used to mark the marriage of King Molossus of Epirus, Olympias’s half-brother, to Cleopatra, Philip’s daughter by another woman. They were
         also to emphasize Philip’s power before he left to join his army, waiting beyond the Hellespont, under his two generals, Attalus
         and Parmenio. Philip knew others secretly fumed at what was happening: his kinsmen, the Lyncestrians; Demosthenes of Athens;
         Darius III of Persia, and, above all, his former wife Olympias and her son, the twenty-year-old Alexander. Philip ignored
         these and, in doing so, committed hubris, an arrogance that always provoked the anger of the gods . . .

   



      
      
      LIST OF HISTORICAL CHARACTERS

      
      PHILIP OF MACEDON: king
      

      
      OLYMPIAS: his divorced and rejected queen
      

      
      ALEXANDER: son of Olympias, later Alexander the Great
      

      
      EURYDICE: Philip’s new wife
      

      
      CARANUS: Eurydice’s baby son
      

      
      ARRIDHAEUS: half-wit, a son of Philip by one of his concubines
      

      
      LYNCESTRIANS: related to Philip with a claim to the throne of Macedon
      

      
      MOLOSSUS (or Alexander): king of Epirus, Olympias’s half-brother, bridegroom of Philip’s daughter Cleopatra
      

      
      ANTIPATER: chief of staff in Philip’s army in Macedon. A veteran of Philip’s campaigns
      

      
      PARMENIO and ATTALUS: joint commanders in chief of the Macedonian army in Asia. Attalus was uncle of Eurydice, Philip’s new queen
      

      
      PTOLEMY, NIARCHOS, HEPHAESTION: Alexander’s companions
      

      
      
      ARISTANDER: Olympias’s sorcerer, later in the service of Alexander
      

      
      DEMOSTHENES: Athenian orator
      

      
      DARIUS III: new king of Persia, Alexander’s great opponent
      

      
      EURIPIDES: playwright who spent some time in Philip’s court
      

      
      ARISTOPHANES: playwright
      

      
      PERDICCAS: a member of the royal bodyguard
      

      
      PAUSANIAS: captain of the royal bodyguard
      

      
      PERICLES: a great Athenian statesman of the fifth century B.C.
      

      
      ARISTOTLE: Philosopher, tutor to Alexander.
      

      
      It is very confusing when many of the historical characters have the same name. E.g., I have called Philip’s rivals the Lyncestrians
         (their tribal name) to avoid repeating that one of them was also called Alexander. The same name was also used by the King
         of Molossus. According to textbooks Philip’s wife (who gave birth to Caranus) has been called Eurydice, in other places Cleopatra.
         I have used Eurydice to avoid any confusion with Alexander the Great’s half-sister.
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