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About the Author

Paul Doherty was born in Middlesbrough.  He studied History at Liverpool and Oxford Universities and obtained a doctorate for his thesis on Edward II and Queen Isabella.  He is now headmaster of a school in north-east London and lives with his family in Essex.  Paul’s first novel, THE DEATH OF A KING, was published in 1985 and since then he has written prolifically, covering a wealth of historical periods from Ancient Egypt to the Middle Ages and beyond.  He has recently published his 100th novel, THE LAST OF DAYS.

To find out more, visit www.paulcdoherty.com


  Praise for Paul Doherty


  ‘Teems with colour, energy and spills’ Time Out


  ‘Paul Doherty has a lively sense of history . . . evocative and lyrical descriptions’ New Statesman


  ‘Extensive and penetrating research coupled with a strong plot and bold characterisation. Loads of adventure and a dazzling evocation of the past’ Herald Sun, Melbourne


  ‘An opulent banquet to satisfy the most murderous appetite’ Northern Echo


  ‘As well as penning an exciting plot with vivid characters, Doherty excels at bringing the medieval period to life, with his detailed descriptions giving the reader a strong sense of place and time’ South Wales Argus


‘Doherty excels at historical detail, bringing Ancient Egypt to life in the descriptions of daily life and characters drawn from every caste’ Publishers Weekly


‘The historical mystery genre is still thriving and Paul Doherty’s The Mask of Ra is the best of its kind since the death of Ellis Peters.  As ever, Doherty dazzles us with his knowledge and intimate feel for ancient Egypt’ Time Out


‘Deliciously suspenseful, gorgeously written and atmospheric.  A great read’ Historical Novels Review


‘First rate; Doherty has a formula which works every time’ Nottingham Evening Post


‘Medieval London comes vividly to life’ Publishers Weekly


‘Resurrectionist magic’ New York Times


‘I really like these medieval whodunnits’ Bookseller


‘Historically informative, excellently plotted and, as ever, superbly entertaining’ CADS 20


‘This rich tale . . .  seeps authenticity and is written with wonderfully efficient style. A gem of an historical thriller’ Huddersfield Daily Examiner


‘The maestro of medieval mystery’ Books Magazine
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About the Book

1558 was a year of sinister and bloody conspiracy in England. Deserted by her husband, Philip of Spain, Queen Mary faces an ever-tightening circle of conspiracy and deceit. Rumours and whispers abound that she, like her first minister Reginald Cardinal Pole, is being slowly murdered by a subtle poison. 

There are many who would benefit from Mary’s death: Catherine de’ Medici, Queen of France and ‘Mistress of the Poisons’; beautiful Mary, Queen of Scots, heiress presumptive to the throne in the eyes of English Catholics; Pope Paul IV pulling at the silken threads of treachery from his perch in Rome; and the Queen’s own half-sister, Elizabeth, who takes council from her ‘little wizard’ William Cecil. 

Who is behind the letters signed by the ‘Four Evangelists’? What is the secret concealed in the phrase ‘Mark 15:34’? What does a verse from the Gospels predict about the future succession of England? Nicholas Segalla, a mysterious scholar and diplomat, must thread his way through this web of Byzantine intrigue.


  To my sister, Mary Ladyman,
and her husband, Peter


  Letter to the reader


  History has always fascinated me. I see my stories as a time machine. I want to intrigue you with a murderous mystery and a tangled plot, but I also want you to experience what it was like to slip along the shadow-thronged alleyways of medieval London; to enter a soaringly majestic cathedral but then walk out and glimpse the gruesome execution scaffolds rising high on the other side of the square. In my novels you will sit in the oaken stalls of a gothic abbey and hear the glorious psalms of plain chant even as you glimpse white, sinister gargoyle faces peering out at you from deep cowls and hoods. Or there again, you may ride out in a chariot as it thunders across the Redlands of Ancient Egypt or leave the sunlight and golden warmth of the Nile as you enter the marble coldness of a pyramid’s deadly maze. Smells and sounds, sights and spectacles will be conjured up to catch your imagination and so create times and places now long gone. You will march to Jerusalem with the first Crusaders or enter the Colosseum of Rome, where the sand sparkles like gold and the crowds bay for the blood of some gladiator. Of course, if you wish, you can always return to the lush dark greenness of medieval England and take your seat in some tavern along the ancient moon-washed road to Canterbury and listen to some ghostly tale which chills the heart . . . my books will take you there then safely bring you back!


  The periods that have piqued my interest and about which I have written are many and varied. I hope you enjoy the read and would love to hear your thoughts – I always appreciate any feedback from readers. Visit my publisher’s website here: www.headline.co.uk and find out more. You may also visit my website: www.paulcdoherty.com or email me on: paulcdoherty@gmail.com.


  Paul Doherty


  HISTORICAL NOTE
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  In 1547 Henry VIII died. He left three children: Mary, Elizabeth, and Edward. The latter succeeded Henry as King until 1553, when he died at a tender age. England slipped to the brink of civil war. Mary claimed the throne for herself, but the Duke of Northumberland, Edward VI’s Protector, tried to advance the claim of his son, Guildford, who was married to the great-granddaughter of Henry VII, Lady Jane Grey. Mary won a crushing victory but instigated a repressive policy to bring England back into the Catholic faith. Her bishops, especially Bonner of London, began a systematic persecution of the Protestant faithful. Mary’s reign proved to be a catalogue of disasters. The English lost Calais in France, whilst, at home, people rested their hopes on Mary’s early death and the accession of Princess Elizabeth, Mary’s half-sister.


  On a number of occasions Elizabeth was brought under suspicion of plotting against Mary, but her motto was “Much suspected, nothing proven.” By 1558 rumours that Mary would soon die an untimely death were circulating, not only in England but abroad. The finger of suspicion was pointed at Elizabeth, the French, even Mary’s Spanish husband, Philip II. Into this maelstrom of political controversy, Nicholas Segalla was about to step . . .


  MAJOR HISTORICAL CHARACTERS MENTIONED IN THE TEXT
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  Peter (Gian Pietro) Carafa: Pope Paul IV


  Henry II: King of France


  Catherine de’ Medici: Henry’s Italian wife


  Diane de Poitiers: Henry II’s principal mistress


  Michael Nostradamus: astrologer and fortune-teller in the service of Catherine de’ Medici


  Henry VIII: King of England (1509–1547)


  Catherine of Aragon: Henry VIII’s first wife


  Mary Tudor: Henry and Catherine’s only surviving child


  Anne Boleyn: Henry VIII’s second wife, executed for alleged adultery with her brother George and Mark Smeaton


  Catherine Howard: Henry VIII’s fourth wife, executed for alleged adultery with Thomas Culpepper


  Jane Seymour: Henry VIII’s third wife


  Edward VI: the only surviving son of Henry and Jane Seymour


  Protector Somerset: Edward VI’s first regent


  John Dudley, Duke of Northumberland: He replaced Somerset as regent, but fell from power and was executed in 1553 when Mary succeeded to the throne.


  Elizabeth Tudor: daughter of Anne Boleyn; later Elizabeth I of England


  William Cecil: Elizabeth’s principal secretary and most fervent supporter


  Cardinal Reginald Pole (or de la Pole): leading Catholic churchman; Queen Mary’s principal adviser


  Philip II of Spain: son of Emperor Charles V; Mary Tudor’s absentee husband


  Mary Stuart: Scottish princess; Henry VIII’s great-niece; married to Francis, Dauphin of France
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