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      Letter to the Reader

History has always fascinated me. I see my stories as a time machine. I want to intrigue you with a murderous mystery and a tangled plot, but I also want you to experience what it was like to slip along the shadow-thronged alleyways of medieval London; to enter a soaringly majestic cathedral but then walk out and glimpse the gruesome execution scaffolds rising high on the other side of the square. In my novels you will sit in the oaken stalls of a gothic abbey and hear the glorious psalms of plain chant even as you glimpse white, sinister gargoyle faces peering out at you from deep cowls and hoods. Or there again, you may ride out in a chariot as it thunders across the Redlands of Ancient Egypt or leave the sunlight and golden warmth of the Nile as you enter the marble coldness of a pyramid’s deadly maze. Smells and sounds, sights and spectacles will be conjured up to catch your imagination and so create times and places now long gone. You will march to Jerusalem with the first Crusaders or enter the Colosseum of Rome, where the sand sparkles like gold and the crowds bay for the blood of some gladiator. Of course, if you wish, you can always return to the lush dark greenness of medieval England and take your seat in some tavern along the ancient moon-washed road to Canterbury and listen to some ghostly tale which chills the heart . . . my books will take you there then safely bring you back!

The periods that have piqued my interest and about which I have written are many and varied. I hope you enjoy the read and would love to hear your thoughts – I always appreciate any feedback from readers. Visit my publisher’s website here: www.headline.co.uk and find out more. You may also visit my website: www.paulcdoherty.com or email me on: paulcdoherty@gmail.com.

Paul Doherty


About the Author

Paul Doherty is one of the most prolific, and lauded, authors of historical mysteries in the world today. His expertise in all areas of history is illustrated in the many series that he writes about, from the Mathilde of Westminster series, set at the court of Edward II, to the Amerotke series, set in Ancient Egypt. Amongst his most memorable creations are Hugh Corbett, Brother Athelstan and Roger Shallot.

Paul Doherty was born in Middlesbrough. He studied history at Liverpool and Oxford Universities and obtained a doctorate at Oxford for his thesis on Edward II and Queen Isabella. He is now headmaster of a school in north-east London and lives with his wife and family near Epping Forest.
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Praise for Paul Doherty

‘Teems with colour, energy and spills’ Time Out

‘Paul Doherty has a lively sense of history . . . evocative and lyrical descriptions’ New Statesman

‘Extensive and penetrating research coupled with a strong plot and bold characterisation. Loads of adventure and a dazzling evocation of the past’ Herald Sun, Melbourne

‘An opulent banquet to satisfy the most murderous appetite’ Northern Echo

‘As well as penning an exciting plot with vivid characters, Doherty excels at bringing the medieval period to life, with his detailed descriptions giving the reader a strong sense of place and time’ South Wales Argus


To an excellent nurse and healer,
Helen Dorgan
of Whipps Cross Hospital, North London


‘And when a beest is deed he hath no peyne;
But man after his deeth moot wepe and pleyne . . . ’
—Chaucer, ‘The Knight’s Tale,’
The Canterbury Tales

‘In the Middle Ages women doctors continued to practise
in the midst of wars and epidemics as they always had, for
the simple reason that they were needed.’

—Kate Campbellton Hurd-Mead,
A History of Women in Medicine


Historical Note
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In 1453 the city of Constantinople fell to the Turks, marking the end of the Byzantine Empire. The fall of this illustrious city sent shock waves throughout Europe. Many legends grew up regarding its collapse even though the city was already weakened by constant attacks whilst the West had provided little support. The last Emperor of Constantinople died, sword in hand, surrounded by his Varangian guard, and a thousand years of glory were over. The fall of this city had a cultural impact upon the rest of Europe. Some of the contents of its gorgeous treasuries and well-stocked libraries flooded into Europe, a powerful influence in the emergence of the New Learning.

By coincidence, only a year after the fall of this city, the seeds of civil strife, the Wars of the Roses, became firmly rooted in English politics when Richard, Duke of York, was proclaimed ‘Protector of England’ during the alleged insanity of the Lancastrian King, Henry VI. Henry eventually recovered his wits, and York was ousted from power and was replaced by the Beauforts, under the Duke of Somerset, who led the Lancastrian faction in its bloody struggle against the House of York. Somerset, and Henry VI’s Queen, Margaret of Anjou, became embroiled in a series of desperate battles throughout England to decide once and for all the question of whether the Crown should be held by the House of Lancaster or York.

Richard of York was killed at the Battle of Wakefield in 1460. However, in 1461, Richard’s son Edward won a decisive victory at Towton in Yorkshire. The fortunes of both houses ebbed and flowed for the next ten years. In 1471 Edward inflicted two decisive defeats against Lancaster, at Barnet on the approaches to London and at Tewkesbury in the west country. Edward of York proclaimed himself Edward IV, Henry VI went into the dark and the only surviving Lancastrian claimant was the penniless Henry Tudor wandering the courts of Europe. . . .


List of Historical Characters
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THE HOUSE OF LANCASTER

Henry VI: Henry of Lancaster, son of the great Henry V, regarded by some as a fool, by others as a saint, by a few as both. His weak, ineffectual rule led to vicious civil war between the Houses of York and Lancaster.

Margaret of Anjou: French Queen of Henry VI and the real power behind the throne; her hopes of victory were finally quashed by two outstanding victories by the Yorkist forces at Barnet and Tewkesbury in the early months of 1471.

Beaufort of Somerset: Leading Lancastrian general and politician; reputed lover of Margaret of Anjou, killed at Tewkesbury.

Henry Tudor: Last remaining Lancastrian claimant. By 1473, in exile at the Courts of France and Brittany.

THE HOUSE OF YORK

Richard of York: Father of Edward IV. Richard’s overbounding ambition to become king led to the outbreak of hostilities between York and Lancaster. He was trapped and killed at the Battle of Wakefield in 1460.

Cecily of York (nee Neville): ‘The Rose of Raby’; widow of Richard of York; mother of Edward, Richard and George of Clarence.

Edward IV: Successful Yorkist general and later King.

Edmund of Rutland: Edward’s brother, killed with the Duke of York at Wakefield.

George of Clarence: The beautiful but treacherous brother of Edward IV; a prince who changed sides during the Civil War.

Richard of Gloucester: Youngest brother of Edward IV; he played a leading part in the Yorkist victory of 1471.

ENGLISH POLITICIANS

Thomas Bourchier: Aged Archbishop of Canterbury.

William Hastings: Henchman to Edward IV.
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