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  As the bloody confusion of the War of the Roses rages through 15th-century Canterbury, Richard Neville, Earl of Warwick, gives the precious royal relic the Eye of God to his trusted soldier Brandon, just before being killed. Ordered to take the priceless Eye of God to the monks at Canterbury, Brandon is captured and held prisoner in the city. When Brandon dies under mysterious circumstances and the Eye of God is nowhere to be found, soldier Colum Murtagh is summoned by King Edward IV to find the relic and physician Kathryn Swinbrooke to assess the death. Resuming their unlikely partnership, the two find themselves in an increasingly dangerous situation. A corpse is pulled from a river and another murder takes place in Canterbury, while Colum is tracked by threatening pursuers. As all signs point to an intrigue involving enemies of Edward IV, Colum and Katherine must rely on each other’s wits for protection . . .


  To George Witte, Senior Editor at St. Martin’s Press, with grateful thanks and appreciation for all your help over the years.


  Letter to the reader


  History has always fascinated me. I see my stories as a time machine.I want to intrigue you with a murderous mystery and a tangled plot, but I also want you to experience what it was like to slip along the shadow-thronged alleyways of medieval London; to enter a soaringly majestic cathedral but then walk out and glimpse the gruesome execution scaffolds rising high on the other side of the square. In my novels you will sit in the oaken stalls of a gothic abbey and hear the glorious psalms of plain chant even as you glimpse white, sinister gargoyle faces peering out at you from deep cowls and hoods.Or there again, you may ride out in a chariot as it thunders across the Redlands of Ancient Egypt or leave the sunlight and golden warmth of the Nile as you enter the marble coldness of a pyramid’s deadly maze. Smells and sounds, sights and spectacles will be conjured up to catch your imagination and so create times and places now long gone.You will march to Jerusalem with the first Crusaders or enter the Colosseum of Rome, where the sand sparkles like gold and the crowds bay for the blood of some gladiator. Of course, if you wish, you can always return to the lush dark greenness of medieval England and take your seat in some tavern along the ancient moon-washed road to Canterbury and listen to some ghostly tale which chills the heart . . . my books will take you there then safely bring you back!


  The periods that have piqued my interest and about which I have written are many and varied. I hope you enjoy the read and would love to hear your thoughts – I always appreciate any feedback from readers. Visit my publisher’s website here: www.headline.co.uk and find out more. You may also visit my website: www.paulcdoherty.com or email me on: paulcdoherty@gmail.com.




  Paul Doherty


  Historical Information


  In 1471, the bloody civil war for the crown of England between the Houses of York and Lancaster was brought to a brutal close by the Yorkist victories at Barnet in April 1471 and Tewkesbury, May 1471. The war had originated in the ineffective rule of the Lancastrian king, Henry VI. A pious, well-meaning man, Henry would have cheerfully given up the crown to his Yorkist cousins, but his interests were protected by his powerful and ambitious wife, Margaret of Anjou. For a time the struggle was intense, with casualties on both sides. The leaders of the Yorkist house, Richard, Duke of York, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, together with his eldest son Edmund, were trapped at Wakefield and cruelly killed. The Yorkist challenge was now taken up by York’s three younger sons: Edward; Richard, Duke of Gloucester; and George, Duke of Clarence. They were ably assisted by Richard Neville, Earl of Warwick. Edward proved himself to be an able general but he alienated Warwick and his brother George by marrying a beautiful widow, Elizabeth Woodville. Both Warwick and Clarence went over to the House of Lancaster, though Clarence later returned to his family allegiances. The Yorkist victories of 1471 resulted in Warwick’s death, Margaret of Anjou’s imprisonment, and Henry VI’s murder in the Tower of London. It was an age which more than suited the couplet from Chaucer’s “Pardoner’s Tale”:


  
    
      ‘A secret thief, called Death, came stalking by


      Who hereabouts makes all the people die.’
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