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      History has always fascinated me. I see my stories as a time machine. I want to intrigue you with a murderous mystery and
         a tangled plot, but I also want you to experience what it was like to slip along the shadow-thronged alleyways of medieval
         London; to enter a soaringly majestic cathedral but then walk out and glimpse the gruesome execution scaffolds rising high
         on the other side of the square. In my novels you will sit in the oaken stalls of a gothic abbey and hear the glorious psalms
         of plain chant even as you glimpse white, sinister gargoyle faces peering out at you from deep cowls and hoods. Or there again,
         you may ride out in a chariot as it thunders across the Redlands of Ancient Egypt or leave the sunlight and golden warmth
         of the Nile as you enter the marble coldness of a pyramid’s deadly maze. Smells and sounds, sights and spectacles will be
         conjured up to catch your imagination and so create times and places now long gone. You will march to Jerusalem with the first
         Crusaders or enter the Colosseum of Rome, where the sand sparkles like gold and the crowds bay for the blood of some gladiator.
         Of course, if you wish, you can always return to the lush dark greenness of medieval England and take your seat in some tavern
         along the ancient moon-washed road to Canterbury and listen to some ghostly tale which chills the heart . . . my books will take
         you there then safely bring you back!
      

      
      The periods that have piqued my interest and about which I have written are many and varied. I hope you enjoy the read and
         would love to hear your thoughts – I always appreciate any feedback from readers. Visit my publisher’s website here: www.headline.co.uk and find out more. You may also visit my website: www.paulcdoherty.com or email me on: paulcdoherty@gmail.com.
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      About the Author

      
      Paul Doherty is one of the most prolific, and lauded, authors of historical mysteries in the world today. His expertise in
         all areas of history is illustrated in the many series that he writes about, from the Mathilde of Westminster series, set
         at the court of Edward II, to the Amerotke series, set in Ancient Egypt. Amongst his most memorable creations are Hugh Corbett,
         Brother Athelstan and Roger Shallot.
      

      
      Paul Doherty was born in Middlesbrough. He studied history at Liverpool and Oxford Universities and obtained a doctorate at
         Oxford for his thesis on Edward II and Queen Isabella. He is now headmaster of a school in north-east London and lives with
         his wife and family near Epping Forest.
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      Praise for Paul Doherty

      
      ‘Teems with colour, energy and spills’ Time Out

      
      ‘Paul Doherty has a lively sense of history . . . evocative and lyrical descriptions’ New Statesman

      
      ‘Extensive and penetrating research coupled with a strong plot and bold characterisation. Loads of adventure and a dazzling
         evocation of the past’ Herald Sun, Melbourne
      

      
      ‘An opulent banquet to satisfy the most murderous appetite’ Northern Echo

      
      ‘As well as penning an exciting plot with vivid characters, Doherty excels at bringing the medieval period to life, with his
         detailed descriptions giving the reader a strong sense of place and time’ South Wales Argus

      
   



      
      
      This novel is dedicated to the memory of the late Dr. William Urry, scholar and ardent student of medieval Canterbury. I must
         also express my gratitude to Dr. Urry’s daughter, Mrs. Elizabeth Wheatley, who kindly allowed me access to her late father’s
         papers on medieval Canterbury. Any errors, however, rest solely with me, and certainly not with that great scholar.
      

      



      
      
      Author’s Note

      
      History is riddled with as many fallacies as facts. It is easy to assume that, in the Middle Ages, the status of women was
         negligible and only succeeding centuries saw a gradual improvement in their general lot. This is certainly incorrect. One
         famous English historian has already pointed out that women probably had more rights in 1300 than they had in 1900, whilst
         Chaucer’s description of the Wife of Bath shows a woman who could not only hold her own in a world of men but travelled all
         over Europe to the great shrines and was a shrewd business woman, ever-ready to hold forth on the superiority of the gentler
         sex.
      

      
      In this novel fiction corresponds with fact and the quotation facing the title page summarises quite succinctly how women
         played a vital role as doctors, healers and apothecaries. Kathryn Swinbrooke may be fiction, but in 1322, the most famous
         doctor in London was Mathilda of Westminster; Cecily of Oxford was the royal physician to Edward III and his wife Philippa
         of Hainault; and Gerard of Cremona’s work (mentioned in the novel) clearly describes women doctors during the medieval period.
         In England, particularly, where the medical faculties at the two universities Oxford and Cambridge were relatively weak, women
         did serve as doctors and apothecaries, professions only in later centuries denied to them.
      

      
      History does not move in a straight line but often in circles, and this certainly applies to medieval medicine. True, as today,
         there were charlatans ready to make a ‘quick shilling’ with so-called miraculous cures, but medieval doctors did possess considerable
         skill, particularly in their powers of observation and diagnosis. Some of their remedies, once dismissed as fanciful, are
         today in both Europe and America regarded quite rightly as alternative medicine.
      

      



      
      
      Historical Personages
Mentioned in the Text

      
      In 1471 the Wars of the Roses between the Houses of Lancaster and York reached their climax in the two battles of Barnet and
         Tewkesbury, which led to the total destruction of Lancaster and the ascendancy of the House of York.
      

      
      Edward IV, Yorkist King 1461–1470; 1471–1483.

      
      Elizabeth Woodville, Edward IV’s wife.

      
      George, Duke of Clarence, brother to Edward IV.

      
      Richard, Duke of Gloucester, younger brother to Edward IV.

      
      Henry VI, Lancastrian King, murdered in the Tower 1471.

      
      Margaret of Anjou, the ‘She-Wolf’, Henry VI’s wife and the main protagonist of the House of Lancaster.

      
      Beaufort, Duke of Somerset, Margaret of Anjou’s principal general (and, if scandal is to be believed, the Queen’s lover).

      
      Lord Wenlock, Lancastrian general.

      
      Richard Neville, Earl of Warwick, Lancastrian general nicknamed the ‘Kingmaker’

      
      Thomas Falconberg, Lancastrian general. He made the last stand trying to hold London after the Yorkish victory at Tewkesbury.

      
      Edward, son of Margaret of Anjou, killed at Tewkesbury.

      
      Henry IV, King of England, 1399–1413.

      
      John Wycliffe, English ecclesiastical reformer in the last quarter of the fourteenth century.

      
      Nicholas Faunte, Mayor of Canterbury and ardent Lancastrian.

      
      Thomas à Becket, Archbishop of Canterbury. He clashed with Henry II (1154–1189) over the rights of the church and was murdered in Canterbury by a party of Henry’s knights.
      

      
      Geoffrey Chaucer (c.1340–1400), poet, diplomat and courtier. England’s greatest medieval poet and author of the Canterbury Tales.
      

   

OEBPS/images/Art_logo.jpg
headline





OEBPS/images/9780755395613_FC.jpg
ﬁ&ﬁ*Kéﬁ*%wﬁ&%*%wﬁxg*%wﬂxg*%%*%&a&mﬁf&*éwﬁv&i e e e e E






