
      
      
         [image: Cover Image]



      
   


The Girl in Hyacinth Blue

Susan Vreeland

[image: image]






Copyright © 2000 Susan Vreeland

The right of Susan Vreeland to be identified as the Author of the Work has been asserted by her in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

Apart from any use permitted under UK copyright law, this publication may only be reproduced, stored, or transmitted, in any form, or by any means, with prior permission in writing of the publishers or, in the case of reprographic production, in accordance with the terms of licences issued by the Copyright Licensing Agency.

First published as an Ebook by Headline Publishing Group in 2012

All characters in this publication are fictitious and any resemblance to real persons, living or dead, is purely coincidental.

Cataloguing in Publication Data is available from the British Library

eISBN: 978 0 7553 9523 1

HEADLINE PUBLISHING GROUP
An Hachette UK Company

338 Euston Road

London NW1 3BH

www.headline.co.uk

www.hachette.co.uk





      

      Contents

     Title Page

      Copyright

      About the Author

      Praise for Girl in Hyacinth Blue

      Dedication

      Acknowledgments

      Epigraph

      
      Love Enough

      
      A Night Different From All Other Nights

      
      Adagia

      
      Hyacinth Blues

      
      Morningshine

      
      From the Personal Papers of Adriaan Kuypers

      
      Still Life

      
      Magdalena Looking

      




      
      

      
      Susan Vreeland teaches art and English in San Diego, California. Her short fiction has been widely published and Girl in Hyacinth Blue has been sold in thirteen countries and shortlisted for a number of major prizes. She has also written a novel, The Passion of Artemisia.
      

   



      
      Praise for Girl in Hyacinth Blue:

      
      ‘This is not just another book with a Vermeer on the dust jacket . . . It is an illuminating meditation on the nature of art . . .
         This beautifully imagined and written book . . . is a work of art itself’
      

      
      Sunday Telegraph

      
      ‘A moving paean to the transforming power of art’

      
      Good Book Guide

      
      ‘Susan Vreeland’s . . . imaginative, deeply moving triumph’

      
      Ms London

      
      ‘Vreeland’s moving tales are interwoven to make a memorable novel’

      
      Oxford Times

      
      ‘Charming . . . as intricate and delicate as the brushwork on a Johannes still life’
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      ‘Intelligent, searching and unusual . . . filled with luminous moments’

      
      New York Times Book Review

      
      ‘Subtle and atmospheric . . . an impressive debut’
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      ‘Wonderful . . . extraordinarily skilled . . . deft, perceptive . . . deeply moving’
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      Thou still unravished bride of quietness

      
      Thou foster-child of Silence and slow Time . . .
      

      
      Thou, silent form! dost tease us out of thought

      
      As doth eternity.
      

      
      —John Keats, 1819
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