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				Michael Rostain lives in Arles, France. Born in 1942, he works as an opera stage director, and directed the National Theatre of Quimper from 1995 to 2008.

				THE SON was a bestseller in France and in 2011 won the country’s most prestitious literary prize, the Goncourt First Novel award. Since it was published, Michel Rostain has received hundreds of letters from readers who have been moved by his story.

			

		

	
		
			
				

				About the Book

				We first meet Michael eleven days after the death of his son. Aged just twenty-one, Lion was struck down by a virulent strain of meningitis – it was sudden and brutal and it’s left his family reeling. We join Michel as he navigates his way through his grief – a journey that proves messy, revelatory, even comic. What makes it truly remarkable, though, is the fact that we see it not through Michel’s eyes, but through those of his dead son.

				In a stunningly original blurring of memoir and fiction, THE SON tackles that very hardest of subjects – the death of a child – in the most accessible of ways. Michel Rostain’s story could have been unbearably, unreadably sad, but it refuses to be; instead it sings with wit, wisdom and vitality. For this is the real secret of THE SON: it is not a book about death; it is very much a book about life.

			

		

	
		
			
				

				To Martine

			

		

	
		
			
				

				one

				Still looking for words

				That say something

				Where you look for the people

				Who no longer say anything

				And still finding words

				That can say something

				Where you find people

				Who can no longer say anything?

				Erich Fried
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